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Cur tamen hoc Hhiat potius tiecurrere campo^ 
Fer quern magnus ejuos Auruncte Jltxit alumnus^ 
Si vacat, (5f flacidi rationem admttith, edam, 

Juv. 

^HE difficulty of the firft addrefs, on any 
new occafion, is felt by every man in 
his tranfadlions with the world, and con- 
fefTed by the fettled and regular forms 
of falutation, which necefiity has introduced into 
all languages. Judgment was wearied with the in- 
extricable perplexity of being forced upon choice, 
where there was often no motive to preference; 
and it was found convenient, that fome eafy me- 
thod of introdu&on ihould be eftabliftvcd, vj\vvii> 
Vol. I. A "^ 
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if it wanted the allurement of novelty, might en« 
joy, in its place, the fecurity of prefcription. 

Perhaps few authors have prefented themfelves 
before the public, without wifhing that fuch cere- 
monial modes of entrance had been anciently efta- 
bliflied, as might have freed us from the dangers 
which the too ardent defire of pleafing is certain to 
produce; and precluded the vain expedients of 
foftening cenfure by apologies, and of roufing at- 
tention by abruptnefs. 

The epic writers indeed have found the proemial 
part of the poem fuch an addition to their labori- 
ous undertaking, that they have almoft unanimouf- 
ly adopted the £rft lines of Homer; and the reader 
needs only be informed of the fubjedl, to know in 
what manner the fcene will open. 

But this folemn repetition has been hitherto the 
peculiar diftindion of heroic poetry, and has never 
been legally extended to the lower orders of litera- 
ture ; and feems to be coniidered as an heredita- 
ry privilege, to be enjoyed only by thofe who can 
claim it from their alliance to the genius of Homer'. 

The rules which long obfervation of the inju- 
cQcious ufe of this prerogative fuggefted to Hontce, 
may indeed be applied to the diredUon of candidates 
for inferior fame ; and it may be proper for all to 

remember, 
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remember, that they ought not to raife expcflatlon 
which it is not in their power to fatisfy, and that it 
is more pleafmg to fee fmoke gradually brighten- 
ing into ilameji than flame fmking into fmoke. 

Yet though this precept has been long received, 
both from regard to' the authority of him that de- 
livered it, and ijts conformity to the general opi- 
nion of the world ; there have been fome, as well 
fince as before his time, who have thought it no 
deviation from modeily, to recommend their own 
labours ; and imagined themfelves entitled, by in- 
diiputable merit, to an exemption from general re- 
ibaihts, and to elevations not allowed in common 
life. ' They perhaps believed, that when, like Thu^ 
<y<iides, they bequeathed to mankind x!]>fact u au, 
an ejlatefor every it was an additional favour, to in- 
form them of its value. 

It may indeed be no lefs dangerous to claim, on 
fome occafions, too little than too miich. There 
is fomething captivating in fpirit and intrepidity^ 
to which we often yield, as to a reMleis power ; 
nor can he reafonably expedl the confidence of o« 
thers, who, too apparently, diilrufts hlmfelf. 

. Tlutarchy in his enumeration of the various oc- 
cafions on which' a man may, without juft oiFence, 
proclaim his own excellences, has, I think, omit- 
ted the cafe of an author entering th« wQcld > \n^- 

A 2 V*^ 
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lefs it may be comprehended under his general po* 
iition, That a man may lawfully praife himfelf for 
thofe qualities which cannot be known but from 
his own mouth ; as when he is among ftrangers^ 
and can probably have no opportunity of an aAual 
exertion of his powers ^ That the cafe of an au- 
thor is parallel, will fcarcely be granted ; becaufe 
he neceflarily difcovers the degree of his merit to 
the judges, when he' folicits their fufirages. But 
It fhould be remembered, that unlefs his judges be 
prejudiced in his favour^ they will not be perfua- 
ded to hear the caofe. 

In love, the ilate which fiUs the heart with a de- 
gree of folicitude next that of an author, it has 
been held for a maxim. That fuccefs is more eaiily 
obtained by indiredt and concealed approaches. He 
who too foon profeiTes himfelf a lover, raifes ob- 
(lacles to his own wifhes ; and thofe whom difap- 
pointments have taught experience, endeavour to 
conceal (lieir pafEon till they believe that their mif- 
trefs wifhes for the difcovery. The faxne method, 
if it were pradticable to WriteK, would fave many 
complaints of the partiality of the world, the feve- 
iity of the age, and the caprices of criticifm. If a 
man could glide imperceptibly into the favour of 
the public, and only proclaim his preteniions to 
literary honours, when he is fhre of not being re- 
jeded; he might commence author with better 
JiopeSf as hh failings might di^pe contempt. 
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though he fhoold never attain excellence fufiicient 
to excite much regard. 

But £nce the public fuppofes every man that 
writes, ambitious of applaufe 1 as fome ladies have 
taught themfelves to believe, that every man in- 
tends love, who exprefles civility ; the mifcarrsage 
of any new endeavour in learning raifes an un- 
bounded contempt, which is indulged by moll 
minds without fcruple, as an honed triumph over 
unjnil claims, and exorbitant expe£lations. The 
artifices of thofe who put themfelves in this ha- 
zardous Hate, have therefore been multiplied in 
proportion to their fear as well as their ambition ; 
and are to be looked upon with more indulgence, 
as they refult from complicated paffions, and are 
incited at once by the two great movers of the hu-* 
man mind, the defire of good, and the fear of evil. 
For who can wonder, that, thus allured on one 
fide, and frighted on the other, fome men fhould 
endeavour to gain favour by bribing the judge with 
an appearance of refped which they do not feel, to 
excite compafiion by confeffing weaknefs of which 
they are not convinced, or to attradl regard by a 
(hew of opennefs and magnanimity, by a daring 
profeffion of their own deferts, and a public chal- 
lenge of honours and rewards ? 

The oftentatious and haughty difplay of thfifsi- 
felvei has been the ufual refuge q£ dJvsn^alHrnx^^ % 
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in vindication of whofe pra6Hce it may be faid, that 
what it wants in prudence, is fupplied by fmcerity j 
and who at leafl may plead, that if their boails de- 
ceive any into the perufal of their performances, 
they defraud them of but little time. 

I 

* ' ^ iJ enim ? Concurrttur^-^Hora 



Momenio cita ihors i}enity aui wiSloria lata. 

The queftion concerning the merit of the day is 
foon decided ; and we are hot coridemhed to toil 
through half a folio, to be 'convinced that the wri- 
ter has broke his promife. 

It is one among many reafons for which I pur- 
pofe to eiideavour the entertainment of my coun- 
trymen^ by a fliort efTay on fue/dis^s and Saturdays y 
that I hope not much to tire thofe whom I fhali not 
happen to pleafe ; and if I am not commended for 
the beauty of my works, to be at leaH pardoned 
for their brevity. But whether my expeftations are 
moft fixed on pardon or praife, I think it not ne- 
ceffary to difcover ; for having accurately weigh- 
ed the reafons for arrogance and fubmiffion^ I £nd 
them fbinesrly equiponderant, that my impatience 
to try the event of my firft performance will not 
fuffer me to attend any longer the trepidation of 
the balance* 

Tbcr9 arc indeed many coxiveia^\t^ ^i^o^ 
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peculiar to this method of publication, which may 
naturally flatter the author, whether he be confi* 
dent or timorous. The man to whom the extent 
of his knowledge, or the fprightlincfs of his ima- 
gination, has, in his own opinion, already fecured 
die praifes of the world, willingly takes that way 
of difplaying his abilities, which will fooneft give 
him an opportunity' of hearing the voice of Fame ; 
and it heightens his alacrity, to think in how many 
places he fliall hear what he is now writing, read 
with ecflafles to-morrow. He will often {>leafe 
himfelf with reflc£Ung, that the author of a large 
treatife muft proceed with anxiety, left, before the 
completion of his work, the attention of the pu- 
blic may hav^ changed its obje6l ; but that he who 
is confined to no fmgle fubjed, may follow the na- 
tional tafle through all its variations, and catch 
the aura popularise the gale of favour, from what 
point foever it fliall blow. 

Nor is the profpeft lefs likely to eafe the doubts 
of the cautious, and allay the terrours of the fear- 
fid J for to fuch the fliortnefs of every fingle paper 
is a powerful encouragement. He that qucllions 
his abilities to arrange the difilmilar parts of an cx- 
tenflve plan, or fears to be loft in a complicated 
i fyftem, may yet hope to adjuft a few pages with- 
f out perplexity ; and if, when he turns over the re- 
pofitories of his memory, he finds his colledion 
too fmall for a volume, he may yet have <:iio\x<j^ 



S The R A M B L E R. N*> 

to farnifh out an e/Tay. He that is afraid of la 
ing out too much time upon ^ experiment of whi 
he fears the events perfu^des himfelf that a fc 
days will (hew him what he is to expe£t from 1 
learning and ^ his genius. If he thinks his ov 
judgment not fufficiently enlightened, he may, 1 
attending the remarks which every paper will pr 
duce, inform himfelf of his miftakes, rediify 1 
opinions, and extend his views. If he fufpe( 
that he may with too little premeditation entang 
hinifelf in an unwieldy fubje6l, he may quit 
without confefling his ignorance, and pafs to oth 
topics, lefs dangerous, or more tr^Aable. And 
he finds, with all his induftry and all his artifici 
that he cannot deferve regar4> or cannot attain 
he may let the defign fail at once, and, withe 
injury to others or himfelf, retire to amufemer 
of greater pleafiire, or to ftudies of better profpe( 
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iton loco nefcit^ periunt vefii^a nulU 
ro. ^*tfiigamy iAfenttmfUi ferit grows ungula eampum. 
his Statius. 

!(fh; ■ 

I 

g'C r*! IHat the mind of man is never fatisfied 
^^[ I with the objedis before it, but is always 
leri -*' breaking away from the prefent moment, 
I i^^ aod lofing itfelf in fchemes of future felicity ;— 
^H &at we forget the proper ufe of the time now in 
itii iour power, to provide for the enjoyment of that 

"^l whidi perhaps may never be granted us, has 

^^^j been frequently remarked : and as this pradUce is 
a.vciy commodious fubjeft of raillery to the gay, 
iuid of declamation to the ferious, it has been ri- 
diculed with all the pleafantry of wit, and exag- 
gerated with all the amplifications of rhetoric. 
Every inftance by which its abfurdity might ap- 
pear moft ftrongly, has been ftudiouily colledled j 
it has been marked with every epithet of contempt, 
and all the tropes and figures have been called 
forth againil it. 

Cenfure is willingly indulged, becaufe it al- 
ways implies fome fuperiority. Men '^YesI^^erccL- 
£e}ves with Imagining, that they liayem^<^-%4li^* 
VoL.L B ^ 
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er fearch, or wider furvey, than others ; and d 

teded faults and follies, which efcaped vulgar o 

fervation : and the pleafore of wantoning in coi 

mon topics, is fo tempting to a writer, that he ca 

not eafily refign it. A traii^ of fendments gen 

rally received,* enables him to fhine without 1 

l>pur, and to conquer without a cqnteftt It is 

eafy, to laugh at the folly of him who lives on 

in idea, refufes immediate eafe for diftant pie 

furea, and, inftead of ei^oying the blefllngs of ii 

leta life glide away in preparations to enjoy thei 

it affords (lich opportunities of triumphant exuli 

tions, to exemplify the uncertainty of the hum 

ftatf ^ to roufe mortals from their dream, and : 

form them of the iilent celerity of time, that 

may rcafonably believe moft authors willing : 

ther to tranfmit than examine fo advantageou 

principle, and more inclined to purfue a track 

fmooth and fo flowery, than attentively to coi 

dcr whether it leads to truth. 

This quality of looking, forward into fiitur 
fvcmi die unavoidable and neceffiuy cohdition < 
being, whofe motions are gradual, and whofe 
}s progr«flive. A$ his powert are limited, he n 
ufe m«ani for the attainment of Us ends, and n 
InttJud firft what he performs laft ; as, by co 
nual advances from his firfl flago of exigence, 
J* p«rp«<Many varying the horizon of his profpc 
l^Q IP\ift i4way« difcover new uiotives of ad: 
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di> new excitement! of feai^ and alluremenb of de^ 

oi fire. 

)ZZ!' 

ac- The end, therefore, winch ait prefait calli forth 

nt ooreSbttss willbefbumd, when it k once ^Ained^ 

h' to be only one of the means to fome remoter end i 

Tq and the nstnral flights of .the human -mind are not 

ily torn pleafure to pleaforey bat from hope to hope. 

;a- ■ 

fe, Hc'that dlrefb hirileps to a certain point, mnft 

n; Aeqnently turn his. eyes to that place which he 

ca- Arivei to reach ; he that undergoes dM (aligu» of 

an libouTf muft folaoe-hia wearinefs with the contem* 

n-. {lition df its rewards .. In agricnltore* one of the 

ve aoft fimpleandiifloeffiuyeoiploymentSy no man 

u toniffup the ground, but.becaofe he thinks of the 

a harveft^ that haivfft, which blights may intercept, 

b wUcb .inundations ma^ .fweep away, or which 

t- death'or calamity may hinder him from reaping* 

Yet it is certain, tha^ few maxims are widely re^ 
, €eived» orlongretainc^i but for fome conformity 
I withr.trttth and nature s and it muft be confefled^ 
that this caution <ag4in^ keeping Our view too in« 
tent opon. rem9te advantages, is npt without its 
propriety or ufefulnefs, though it may have been 
inculcated with too much levity, or enforced with 
too little diftindion. For, not to fpeak of that 
vehemence of defire which prefTes thro\x^i\^X'dxAi 
wroiy to 2t$ gritification, ox tlmt a3Di2^vi:& '\ns^^^ 
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tude which is jnMy chargeable with diilruftof hea- 
ven> fubjedis too folemn for my prefent parpofe ; 
it very frequently happens, that, by indiilgiirg too 
f^arly the raptures of fuccefs, we forget ^e xnea- 
ftres nece/Tary to fecore itj and fuffer the imagi« 
nation to riot in the fruition of fome poifible good^ 
till the time of obtaining it has flipped away. 

There would yet perhaps be few enterprifes, 
either of great labour or hazard, undertaken, if ;we 
had not the power of magnifying the advantages 
which we perfoade ourfelves to exped from them : 
and when the Knight of La Maneba gravely re- 
counts to his companion the adventures by which 
he is to iignalize himfelf, in fuch a manner, that 
he fhall be funmioned to the fupport of empires, 
iblicited to accept the heirefs of the crown he has 
preferved, have honours and riches to fcatter a- 
bout him, and an ifland to beftpw on his worthy 
Squire ; very few readers, amidft their mirth or 
their pity, can deny that they have admitted vi- 
Ikms of the fame kind ; though diey have not per- 
haps expelled events equally ftrange, nor by means 
equally inadequate. When we pity him, we re- 
fled on our own difappointments ; and when we 
* laugh; 6ur hearts inform us, that he is not more 
ridiculous than Ourfelves, except that he tells what 
jive only thought. 

The* underftanding of a man naturally fanguinc 

ma] 
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I' may indeed be eafil/ vitiated by too luxnrioas au 
i\ indulgence of the pleafures of hope^ however ge« 
oi nerally neceflary to the prodadUon of every thing 
great or excellent; as fome plants are deibroyed 
^ a too open expofore to that fun which gives lifc^ 
and beanty.to the vegetable world* 



'Perhaps no dafs of the hmnan fpecies requires 
< more to be cautioned againil this anticipation of 
iiappinefsy than thofe that afpire to the name of 
andiors. A man of lively fancy no fooner finds a 
liint moving in his mind, than he makes moment 
taneous excurfions to the prefs^ and to the world ; 
and, with a litde encouragement from fiatteiy, 
pnfhes forward into future ages, and prognoiticates 
the honours to be paid him, when envy is extind^, 
and faction is forgotten; and thofe whom the par- 
tiality of the prefent generation fiifiers to obfcUre 
him, ihall give way to other triflers of as fhort 
duration as themfelves^- .. 

Thofe who hare proceeded fo far as to appeal to 
the tribunal of fucceeding times, are indeed not 
likely tb be cured of their infatuation. But all en-- 
deavours ought to be ufed for the prevention of a 
difeafe, for whichi when it has attained its height, 
perhaps no remedy will be found in the gardens of 
Philofophy ; however fhe may boaft her phyfic of 
the mind, her cathartics of vice> or her an^tn^ 
topaSioih 
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I ihalr therefore^ while t am yet but li^dy toqcbft 
ed with the fymptoms of the writer's malady r- em 
deavoor to fortify myfelf ^gainft-theinfefUoo'i-not 
without fome weak hope, that my prefervatiTet 
tnay extend their virtue to others^- whofe employ*^ 
ment expofes them to the iamc 'danger. . 

Laudis Mmnr tuttM P Smt jctrtm^mculai fiu^4i 
7ir fwr£ li&o foUruMt recreate- iibelh* 

It is the fage advice ofEfi^iefus, that, a mail 
iboQld accoftom himfelf often to think of what it 
moftfhocking iand terrible, that by fodi reflexions 
he may be prefcrved horn, too ardent .wiihe$ for 
feeming gQ0(^ and from too mudi dcjedion in real 
evil. 

There is nothing more dreadful to an author 
than negle£i; compared with-^hich, reproach, and 
hatred, and oppofition, are nainet jof happinefs,) 
yet this worft, this meaneft fate, every man who 
dares to write,, has jreafon to fear» 

Itaeie, l^ <verfus tecum meiitqrPSiViarotM , 

It may. not be unfit for him who makes a new 
Entrance into the lettered world^. fo fai; to fufped 
his own powers, as to believe that he poflibly may 
deierve negbd;^thajt nature may jiot have quali- 
fied him much to enlarge or embelliih knowledge. 

nor 
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^orfcntliim forth e&title4' l>^ iddifpatuble faperi- 
prity tp regnktd the conda^ of the reft of man-* 
kind i that though Ae world moft be granted to 
be yet in ignorance, he is not deftined to difpeL 
thedoody nor to flnne out as pne pf the Inmina* 
ties of life, Fqjf this faipicion,< every' catalogue 
of aatfa<M:8 will fiirpifhiuffieient r^on.; as he will 
&ui it crouded wx|h names of m^* who, thou^ 
liow forgotten, were once no lefs enterprifing or 
confident than himfelf, equally pleafed with their 
Pwn productions, equally care&ed hf tb^ patrons, 
and flattered by their friends. 

But though it fhould happen, that an author is 
(Htpable of excelling in his province; yet his merit 
may pafs withoqt notice* huddled in the variety of 
things, and thrown into the general mifcellany of 
life. He that endeavours after fame by writing, fo- 
lidts the regard of a multitude fluduating in plea- 
fores, or immerfed in bufiners, without time for 
. intelledual amufements. He appeals to judges pre* 
poiTefTed by paflions, or corrupted by prejudices, 
which preclude their approbation of any new per- 
^rmance, Some are too indolent to read any 
thing, till its reputation is eftablifhed ; others too 
envious to promote that fame, which gives them 
[ pain by its increafe. What is new is oppofed, be- 
caufe moft are unwilling to be taught ; and^VcaX 
Is known is rejeded, becaufe it is not £\jiSioco53cf 
^idercd, that men more fttquently t^cgaAse x.o>a^ 



76 The R A M B L E R. K 

reminded than infonned. The learned are afi 
to declare their opinion early, left they fhould 
dieir reputation in hazard ; the ignorant alway 
magine themfelves giving Tome proof of delica 
when they refufe to be pleafed : and he theref 
that finds his way to reputation, through all th 
bbflruftions, mull acknowledge, that he is indeb 
to other caofes befides his induffay, his leami 
or his mU 
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Virtus, repulfa nefcia fordii^e^ 
Intamtimtts fulgit honor ibus: 
Nee fundt out ponit fecures 
Arbitrio popularis aur^e. 

HOR, 

rH E talk of an audior is, either to teach 
what is not known^ or to recommend 
known truths, by his manner of adorn- 
them; eithef to let new light in upon the 
id, and open new fcenes to the profpedl, or 
rary the drefs and fituation of conmion objects, 
18 to give them new grace, and more powerful 
adUons ; to fpread fuch flowers over the regions 
)ugh which the intelledl has already made its 
grefs, as may tempt it to return, and take a 
>nd view of things too halHly paflfed over, or 
negligently regarded, 

ither of thefe labours is very difficult j becaufe, 
they may not be fruitlefs, men mufl not only 
•erfuaded of their errors, but reconciled to their 
e ; they mull not only confefs their ignorance, 
what is dill lefs pleafing, mufl allow, that 
OL.L C Va 
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he from whom they are to learn, is more knc 
than themfelves. 

It might be imagined, that fuch an emplo) 
was in itfelf fufficiently irkfome and hazan 
and that none would be found To malevoleri 
wantonly to add weight to the ftone of SiJ] 
It might be hoped, that few endeavours wou 
ufed to obftruft thofe advances to reputation, v 
muft be made ^t fuch an expence of time 
thought, Stnd by fuch flow degrees ; with fo 
hazard in the mifcarriage, and with fq littl 
vantage froBjt the fupcefs. 

Yet tt^re is ^ certaiu rag? of meu^ that < 
imagine ijt t^eir.duty, or make it tljyeii: amufe 
to hindei: tjv^ reception of ^yery wprk of lea 
or of geoi;;iSj who fltand as fentinek ijft the av 
of fame, ai>d valu^ themfelves upon giving J 

^A^NCfi ^n4 Ei^vY i^e fitft notice of ^ n?w f 

To theijp niign, who.diftinguifli themfelves 1 
appellation of Critxcs, it is i^ecefl^ry for \ 
^uthor to find fome means of i:e<jpmmendatio: 
is probable, that the moft malignant of thcf( 
fecutors <n}gjbJt be fomewhat fqftened, and pr 
^d 9n# $>r a Ihort time, to remit their fury, 
this purpofe, having confidered many exped 
I find in. the records of ancient times, that A 
V^aj. lulled by mufic, and C?i;berus quieted 
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i fop ; and am, therefore, inclined to believe, that 
modem critics^ who, if they have not die eyes, 
have the watchfulnefs of Argus, and can bark as 
load as Cerbbrvbi though perhaps they may not 
bite with equal fofrce^ might be fubdued by me- 
tbods of the fame feind< I have heard how fome 
have been pacified with claret and a fupper, and 
Mhers laid afleep by the foft notes of flattery. 

Thbtigh the nature of my undertaking gives m6 
fufficient reafcm to dread the united attacks of this 
viralcnt generation', yet I have not hirtierto pcr- 
fwtdcd myfelf to take any meafures for flight or 
treaty. For I am in doubt whether they can aft 
^nft me by lawful aikthority ; whether they have 
Botprefumed uipon a forged commiflion, flyled 
dkemfelves the minifters of Criticism, without 
being able to produce any authentic evidence of 
delegation, and littered their own determinations 
as the decrees of a higher judicature4 

Criticism, from whom they derive their claim 
to decide die fate of writers, was the eldefl daugh- 
ter of Labouh and of Truth, by whom fhe 
was, at her birth, committed to the care of Just- 
Ice, and brought up by her in the palace of 
Wisdom. Being foon diflinguiihed by the cele- 
iHals, for her uncommon qualities, flie was ap- 
ptHurcd the govemefs of Fancy, and empo^^cred 

C 2 X» 
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to beat time to the chorus of the Muses, ^ 
they fung before the throne of Jupiter. 

When the Muses condefcended to vifit 
lower worlds they came accompanied by Cr 
cisM ; to whom, upon her defcent from hei 
tive region^^ Justice gave a fceptre, to be 
ried aloft in her right hand ; one end of whic] 
tindlured with ambrofia, and enwreathed w 
golden foliage of amaranths and bays; the 
end was encircled with cyprefs and poppies, 
dipped in the waters of oblivion. In her left 1 
ihe' bore an unextinguifhable torch, the man 
ture of Labour, and lighted by Truth 
which it was the particular quality, to difFi 
radiance in fuch a manner as immediately to 
every thing in its true form, however it mig 
difguifed to common eyes. Whatever Art 
complicate, or Folly could confound, was 
on the firft gleam of the torch of Truth, 
bited in its diitindt parts and original fimpli 
it darted through all the labyrinths of fop} 
and fhewed at once all the abfurdities to \ 
they ferved for refuge; it pierced throug 
robes which rhetoric often fold to deformity, 
detected the difproportion of parts which arti 
vails had been contrived to cover. 

Thus fumifhed for the execution of her c 
Criticism came down to furvey the perfor 
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es of thofe who profeiled themfelves the votaries 
f the Muses. Whatever was brought b^orc 
er, fhe beheld by the fteady light of the torch of 
Pkvth ; and when her examination had convinc- 
ed her, that the laws of juft writing had been ob- 
aved, fhe touched it with the amaranthine end 
f die fceptre, and configned it over to immorta- 

• • 

But it more frequently happened, that in the 
^orks which were laid before her, there^ was fome 
npofbire attempted ; that falfe colours were labo- 
oaily laid upon particular parts ; that fome fecret 
ifproportion was found between the words and 
sntiments, or fome diffimilitude of the ideas and 
le original objeds ; that incongruities were linked 
)gether ; or that fome parts were of no ufe but 
) enlarge the appearance of the whole, without 
ontributing to its beauty^ its folidity, or its ufe- 
ilnefs. 

Where-ever fuch difcoveries were made, and 
ley were made whenever thefe faults were com- 
mitted. Criticism refufed the touch which con- 
ared the fanftion of immortality ; and when the 
Tors were frequent and grofs, reverfed the fceptre, 
id let the drops of Lethe diftil, from the poppies 
id cyprefs, a fatal mildew, which immediately 
•gan to wafte the work away, t\\\ \t Vy?L% ^x\a.^ 
tall/ dcihoyed. 



i 
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There were frcciaentlyfoine compofidonsbronglil 
to the te^ } in which, when the ibongeft light wM 
thrown upon them, their boaaties and faults ifu 
peared fb equally mingled, that Criticism fkni 
with hcf fccptre poifed in her hand, in doubt Wbe« 
ther to fhed the drops of obliviort or ambroiis t^ 
on them. Thtfe at laft inereflfed to fb greata 
number, that fhe was weary of attending {nA 
doubtful claims ; and, for fear of ufmg impropcriy 
the (ceptre oi Jvstice, referred the caufe td^be ' 
confidered by TruB. 

The proceedings of Tike, though very dih^ 
tory, weiv, iinne few caprices excepted, Gonfbriit« 
able to JusTici ; and aianyy who thought them* 
felves fccnre by a fhort forbearan<ce, have funk uil* 
der his fcythc, veb they werepoRing dow«n with their 
volumes in trimnph to futurity. It was obfervablof 
that {omti were delboyed by little and little, and 
others crufhed for ever by a fmgle blow. 

CRiTiCiSM having long, kept her eye fixed 
fteadily upon Time, was at lail fo well fatigfied 
with his condudk, that fhe withdrew from the cartb 
with her patronefs Astrea, and left Prejv 
DICE and False Taste to ravage at large w 
Fraud and Mischief, contenting herfclf thcn^ 
forth to ihed her influence from afar upon (oi 
fcleft minds, fitted for its reception by learr 
and by virtue. 
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Before her departure, fhe broke her fccptre j of 
which the fhivers that formed the ambrofial end, 
were onught up by Fi«att«&t ; and .^ofc that 
had been infedled with the waters of Le/ife, were, 
with equal haile, feized by Malevolence. 
The followgrs of Flattery, to whom fiie diilri- 
bnted her part of the fceptre, neither had nor do- 
fired light, but touched indifcriminately whatever 
Power or Interest happened to lay before 
then. The companiocis of Male vols ncb were 
Supplied by the Furies with a torch^ which had 
this quality of ii^roal Ittftr^, that i^ ^g)it fell on^ 
ly on faults. 

^ Ka light, hut rather iarlnefs w/shle 
Serv''J only to difcofjjfir fights rf ^ti^ 

' Thw equipped, tbfi flaves of Flattery and 
'[ Malevolence marched out;, at the cojounand of 
^ their miftrefles, tp qoflj5?r io^mprt^ty, or condemn 
to oblivioQ. But the fqeptre had now loft its 
power; and Time pafTes his fentence at leiforc;;, 
• without any regard tp their deteiminations. 



w 
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Simul & jucunda & idonea dicere niita. 

Hoi 



THE works of fiftion, with which the p 
fent generation feems more particula 
delighted, are fuch as exhibit life in 
true date, diveriified only by the accidents d 
daily happen in the world, and influenced by th( 
paflions and qualities which are really to be fou 
in converiiHg with mankind. 

This kind of writing may be termed not impi 
perly the comedy of romance^ and is to be condui 
ed nearly by the rules of comic poetry. Its pr 
vince is, to bring about natural events by ea 
means, and to keep up curiofity without the he 
of wonder : it is therefore precluded from the m 
chines and expedients of the heroic romance, ai 
can neither employ giants to fnatch away a lac 
^m the nuptial rites, nor knights to bring h 
b^ck /rom captivity ; it can neither bewilder i 
j^rfonages in defarts, iior lodge them in xma{ 
nary cafiles* 
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I remember a remark made by SeaHger upon Pan* 
tonus f that all his writings are filled with images ; 
and that if you take from him his lilies and his 
rofes, his iktyrs and his dryads, he will have no^ 
thing left that can be called poetry. In like man- 
ner, almoft all the fidlions of the laft age will va- 
nilh, if you deprive them of a hermit apd a wood^ 
a battle and a fhipwreck. 

Why this wild ftrain of ima^nadon (bond ft* 
cepdon fo long, in polite and learned ages, it is 
not eafy to conceive ; but we cannot wonder, that» 
wiule readers could be procured, the authors were 
willing to continue it: for when a man had, by 
pmftice, gained ibme fluency of language* he had 
no farther care than to retire to his clofet, to let 
bofe his invention, and heat his mind with incre- 
dibilities ; and a book was produced without fear 
of criticifm, without the toil of ftudy, without 
knowledge of nature, or acquaintance mth life. 

The talk of our prefent writers is very difl%rent : 
it requires, together with that learning which is to 
be gamed from books, that experience which can 
never be attained by folitary diligence, but muft 
irife fitmi general converfe, and accurate obferva- 
ion of the living world. Their performances have, 
18 Htfraci exprefles it, flus oneris ^antum venire mi- 
mtir little indulgence, and therefore mote ^^cviX* 
r. They air engaged in portraits o£ v^Yi^Oa. cjcrj 
VoL.L D ^^^, 

J 
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one knows the original, and can therefore 
any deviation from exadnefs of refemblana 
ther writings are fafe, except from the m: 
learning ; but thefe are in danger fi-om ever 
-mOn reader ; as the flipper ill executed was ce 
-by a fhoemaker, who happened to ftop in h 
at the Fenus of Apelks. 

But the danger of not being approved as j 
piers of human maimers, is not the moil im] 
lappreheniion that an author oi this fort oi 
have beforft hiia. Thefe books are written 
to the young, tlie ignorant, and the idle ; to 
they ferve as lefhires of condu6t, and introd 
into life. They are the entertainment of 
unfiimifhed with ideas, and therefore eafily 
tiblcof imfweffiDns ; not fixed by principle 
therefore eafily, following the current of fane; 
informed bjr experience, andcoiifequently o 
every falfc fnggefBon ^nd partial account. 

That'the Jrighefl degree of nevcrehce fhoi 
<paid . to . youth ; and that nothing indecent 
feemly fhould be fuffered to approach their ( 
ear8,--aije precepts extorted by fenfe and virtu 
an ahdent writer by no means eminent for c 
of thought. The fame kind,, though not th 
degree of caution, is required in every thing 
is laid before them, to fecure them from 
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pcejodicesy pervezfe opinions, and improper com* 
binations of images. 

In tHe romances former!/ written, every tranf- 

; adi«n and fentiment was ib remote from all that 

:' paflbs among men, that the reader was in very 

' little danger of making any applications to himfelf : 

the virtues and crimes were equally beyond his 

iphere of adtivity ; and he amuTed himfelf with 

kroes and with traitors, deliverers and perfecutors, 

. ^ with beings of another fpecies, whofe adiions 

. Were regulated upon motives of their own» and 

. who had neither faults nor excellencies in common 

. vith himfelf. 

But when an adventurer is levelled with the reft 

r 

[ of the worldi and adb in fuch fcenes of the uni- 
verfal drama as may be the lot of any other man, 
young fpedUtors fix their eyes upon him with do* 
ier attention, and hope, by obferving his behavi- 
our and fuccefs, to regulate their own pradice, 
when they ihall be engaged in the like part. ' 

For this reafon thefe familiar hiflories may per- 
haps be made of greater ufe than the folemnities of 
profciled morality, and convey the knowledge of 
vice and virtue with more efEcacy than axioms and 
definitions. But if the power of example is fo 
great, as to take pofieffion of the metnory \>7 ^\»xA. 
ofviolei2C^^ and produce tS^Si%^XS^Q%\iy^ss:'f^'^^ 
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intervention of the will ; care ought to be ) 
thaty when the choice is unreftrained, the be 
amples only fhould be exhibited ; and that 
is likely to operate fo ftrongIy» fhould not b 
chievous or uncertain in its effeds. 

The chief advantages which thefe fidion: 
over real life is, that their authors are at li 
though not to invent^ yet to fele6l objedls, i 
cull from the mafs of mankind thofe indiv 
upon which the attention ought moft to b 
ployed ; as a diamond, though it cannot be 
may be polifhed by art, and placed in fucli 
tuation, as to difplay that luifa-e which befor 
buried among common flones. 

It is jufUy confidered as the greateil exce 
of art, to imitate nature; but it is necefD 
diftinguifh thofe parts of nature which are 
proper for imitation : greater care is Hill rei 
in reprefenting life, which is fo often difcol 
by paflion, or deformed by wickednefs. 
world be promifcuoufly defcribed, I cannot 
what nfe it can be to read the account ; or ^ 
may be not as fafe to turn the eye immediate 
on mankind, as upon a mirrour which fho^ 
that prefents itfelf without difcrimination. 

It is therefore not a fulHcient vindication 
chan&er, that it is drawn %s ix ^^^«3j:^ \ for 
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charaders ought never to be drawn: norofanar- 
radve, that the train of events is agreeable to ob- 
favation and experience ; for that obfervation 
which is called knowledge of the world, will be 
found much more frequently to make men cunning 
than good. The purpofe of thefe writings is, fure- 
If, not only to fhow mankind, but to provide that 
they may be feen hereafter with lefs hazard ; to 
teach the means of avoiding the (hares which are 
laid by TaEACUEaY for Innocence, without in- 
fiifing any wifh for that fuperiority with which die 
betrayer flatters his vanity ; to give the power of 
counteracting fraud without the temptation to prac- 
die it ; to initiate youth by mock encounters in the 
art of neceflary defence, and to increafe prudence 
without impairing virtue. 

Many writers, for the fake of following nature, 
fo mingle good and bad qualities in their principal 
perfonages, that they are both equally confpicuous ; 
and as we accompany them through their adven* 
tures with delight, and are led by degrees to inter- 
eft ourfelves in their favour, we lofe the abhor- 
rence of their faults, becaufe they do not hinder 
our pleafure, or, perhaps, regard them with fome 
kindnefs for being united with fo much merit. 

There have been men indeed fplendidly wicked, 
whofe endowments throw a brighlive^s oxk x2^€vc 
crimen, and whom fcarce any viUaiiiY laaj^ "5^^* 
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fo6dy deteibUe, becauTe they never cou]d bio 
wholly divefted of their excellencies : but focfa 
have been in all ages the great corruptors 6£ the 
world ; and their refemblance ought no more to be 
(ireferved, than the art of murdering without pain* 

Some have advanced, without due attention to 
the confeqoences of this notion, that certain virtues 
have their correfpondent faults, and therefore to 
exhibit either apart is to deviate from probai>iIity. 
Thus men are bbferved by StM/t to be grateful ia 
the fame degree as they are refentful. This priu'. 
dple, with others of the fame kind, fuppofes mka 
to si&. from a brute impulfe, and purfue a certain 
degree of inclination, without any choice of th4 
objed : for, otherwife, though it fhould be allow* 
ed that gratitude and refentment arife from the 
fame conftitution of the paffions, it follows not that 
they will be equally indulged when reafon is coa- 
fulted ; and unlefs that confequence be admitted, 
this fagacious maxim becomes an empty foundi 
without any relation to pra£Uce or to life. 

Nor is it evident that even the firft motions to 
thefe effeds are always in the fame proportion. 
For pride, which produces quicknefs of refent* 
ment, will frequently obftruft gratitude, by an un- 
willingnefs to admit that inferiority which obliga- 
tion neceiTarily implies ; and it is furely very un- ; 

likdy^ 
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IScely, that he who caimoc think he receives a fa* 
YooTy will ever acknowledge it. 

rtf is of the ntmoft importance to masdcind, that 

pofiBons of this tendency flionld be laid open and 

AmRited: for while mqi confider good and evil as 

'ipnoging from the fame root, they will fpare the 

^ Jnie £»* the fake of the other ; and in judging, if 

HOt'pf others, at leaft of themfelves, will be apt to 

eftittiate dieir virtues "by their vices. To this fatal 

^ ertoor all thofe will contribtrte, who confofond tbe 

^ colours of right and wrong, and inftead of he^ng 

^^ to fettle their boundaries, mix them with (b much 

^ art, that no common mind is able to difunite them. 

tht 
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In narratives where hiilorical veracity has no 
place, I cannot difcover why there ihould not be 
"^ exhibited the moft perfeft idea of virtue ; of virtue 
^^' not angelical, nor above probability : for what we 
^ cannot credit, we Ihall never imitate : but of the 
^ Ugheft and purefl kind that humanity can reach ; 
which, when exercifed in fuch trials ai the various 
revolutions of things Ihall bring upon it, may, by 
^ conquering fome calamities, and enduring others, 
^' teach us what we may hope, and what we can per- 
^' form. Vice, for vice is necefTary to be fhown, 
' ibould always difguft ; nor ihould the graces of 
" gaiety, or the dignity of courage, be fo united with 

it, as to reconcile it to the mind. 'W\iet«^e.\ Ss. 
• appears, it fhould raife hatred by tiie m«X\^V} ^^ 
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its pradtices ; and contempt, by the meannefs of 
its ftratagems : for while it is fnpported by either 
parts or fpirit, it will be feldom heartily abhorred. 
The Rffttum tyrant was content to be hated, if he 
was but feared ; and there are thonfands of ds 
readers of romances willing to be thought wicked^ ! 
if they may be allowed to be wits. It is therdbil. 
to be always inculcated, that virtue is the hig^nt 
proof of a fuperior underftanding, and the only ht^ \ 
lid bafis of greatnefs ; and that vice is' the natmt; 
confequence of narrow thoughts ; that it be 
miftake^ and ends in ignominy. 
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Mi fame cmnis ager, nunc omnis parturit arlos^ 
Xunc Jhmknt JUv^y nunc formBfiJJimus arnnu. 

ViRO. 

EVery maft is fuffidently difcoiitented with 
fome circumilances of his prefent ftate, to 
fufFer his imagination to range more or lefi 
in quefl of future happinefs ; and to fix upon (bme 
point of time, in which he ihall, by the removal 
of the inconvenience which now perplexes him, or 
die acquiiition of advantage which he at prefent 
wants, find his condition of life very much im* 
proved. 

When this time, which is too often expedled 
with great impatience, at lafl arrives, it generally 
comes without the blefiing for which it was defi- 
led : but we folace ourfelves with fome new pro- 
^)e^, and prefs forward again with equal eager- 
nefs. 

It is fome advantage to a man, in wtvotcv ^3^k^ 
temper prevails in any greatdeg|;:tt> >«\i«a.\Lftt»rcA 
Vol. /. E "^ 
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his hopes upon things wholly out of his; own 
power ; fince he forbears then to precipitate his af- 
fairs, for the fake of the ^reat event th^'is to 
complete his felicity; and waits for the blifsful 
hour, without negleding fuch meafures as are ne* 
ceifary to be taken in the mean time. 

I have long known a perfon of this temper^ wh0 
indulged his dream of happinefs with lefs hurt to 
himfelf than fuch chimerical wifhes commonly pro- 
duce ; and adjufted his fcheme with fuch addrefs, 
that his hopes were m full bloom three parts of the 
year, and in the other part never wholly blafted. 
Many perhaps would be deiiroos of learning by 
what means he procured to himfelf fuch a chea{^ 
and lailing fatisfadion. It was gained only by a 
conftant pra^ltce of referring the removal of all his 
uneafmefs to the coming of the next fpring. If his 
affairs were disordered, he could regulate them in 
the fpring ; if a regimen was prefcribed him, the 
fpring was the proper time of purfuing it; if what 
he wanted was at a high price, it would fall its va- 
hie in the fpring. 

.« 

The fpring indeed did often come without any 
of thefe effedls : but he was always certain that the 
next would be more propitious j and was never 
convinced, that the prefent fpring would fail hir 
until the middle of fummer : for he always talke 
of the fpring as coming till it was paft ; and whe 
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it was once paH, every one agreed with him that 
it was coming. 

By long converfe with this man, I am perhaps 
in fome degree brought to feel the fame immoderate 
pleafure in the contemplation of this delightful 
fedkm : but I have the fatis^dion of finding ma- 
ny, whom it can be no fhame to refemble, infed* 
€d with the {ame enthufiafm ; for there is, I be- 
lieve, fcarce any poet of eminence, who has not 
left fome teflimony of bis fondne(s for the flowers, 
the zephyrs, and the warblers of the fpring. Nor 
has the mod lip^uriant imagination been able to 
defcribe the ferenity and happinefs of the golden 
age, otherwife than by giving a peipetual ipring, 
as the higheft reward of uncorrupted innocence. 

There is indeed fomething inexpreflibly pleafing , 
in the annual renovatioB of the wodd, and the new 
display of the treafure^ of nature. The cold and 
darknefs of winter, with the naked deformity of 
every objed^ on which we turn our eyes, makes us 
necefTarily rejoice at the fucceeding ieafoa, as well 
for what we have efcaped, as for what we may en- 
joy; and every budding flower, which a warm 
fltuation brings early to ouf view, is confidered by 
us as a meflenger, to inform us pf the aj^roach of 
more joyous days. 

The fpring affords to a mmd, fo fe^e ^^^^ "^^ 
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diihirb^ice of cares or paffions, as to bd vacant to 
calm amofementSy almoft every thing that our pie- 
fent ftate makes us capable of enjoying. The va- 
riegated verdure of the fields and woods, the fuc- 
ceffion of grateful odours, the voice of pleafure 
pouring out its notes on every fide, with the obr 
fervation of die gladneis apparently conceived by 
every animal, 6rom the growtii of his food and 
the clemency of the weather, throw over the whole 
earth an air of gaiety, which is very fignificandy 
exprefTed by the (mile of nature. 

There are men to whom thefe fcenes are able to 
give no delight; and who hurry away fi-om all the 
varieties of rural beauty, to loie their hours and 
divert their thoughts, by cards or public aflem- 
blies, a tavern dinner or the prattle of the day. 

It may be laid down as a pofition which will iel- 
dom deceive. That when a man cannot bear his 
own company, there is fomething wrong. He 
muft Hy from himfelf, either becaufe he feels a te- 
dioufiie^ in life from the equipoiie of an empty 
mind ; which, having no tendency to one motion 
more than another, but as it is impelled by (bme 
external power, muft always have rccourfe to fij- 
reign objefts : or he muft be afraid of the intrufion 
of fome unpleafmg ideas ; and perhaps is always 
ftruggling to efcape from the remembrance of a 
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lofs, the fear of a calamity^ or fome other thought 
of greater horrour. 

Thofe who are incapacitated to enjoy the plea- 
fees of contemplation by their griefs, may very 
properly apply to fuch diverfions, provided they 
ftre innocent, as lay ftrong hold on the attention s 
and thofe whom fear of any future calamity chains 
down to mifery, muft endeavour to obviate the 
danger^ 

My confiderations fhall, on this occafion, be 
turned on fuch. as are burthenfome to themfelves> 
tterely becaufe they want fubje^s for refledion ; 
s&d to whom the volume of nature is thrown open 
without affording them pleafure or infbudion, be* 
caufe they never learned to read the characters. 

A French author has advanced this feeming pa« 
ittdox, That njtryftvj men inonv honu to take a ijoalk: 
and indeed it is very true, that few men know how 
to take a walk with a profpedl of any other plea- 
fore, than the fame company would have forded 
theni in any other circumflances. 

There are animals that borrow their colour from 
the neighbouring body, and confequently vary 
their hue as they happen to change tKe\T TgXtLC^. \«^ 
like manner it ovL^t to be the endeavoMX oi €N«r^ 
ffi&n to derive his reflexions from tVv^ o\>^^^^ ^- 
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boat him ; for it is to no purpofe that he alters 
pofitioDy if his attention continues fixed to the fa 
point. The mind fhould be kept open to the 
cefs of ^eiy new idea ; and (o far diiengaged fr 
%hc predominance of particular thoughts, as to 
able to accommodate itfelf to emergent occafio 
and remark every thing that ofi^rs itfejf to pre{ 
cvamination. 

A man that has formed this habit of turning 

very new objcdl to his entertainment, finds in t 

pfodttdiotts^ of naUire an inexhauftil^e flock 

materials^ upon which lie can employ him: 

without any Aemptadons to envy or malevolenc 

Aults, perJhapS) feldom totally avoided by th 

whofe jttdgmetit is much exerciied upon the wo: 

of art. He has always a certain profped of dift 

vering new reafons for adoring the fovcreign A 

thorof the uiliverfe, and probable hopes of it 

king fbme difcovery of benefit to others, or 

profit to himfelf. There is no doubt but ma 

vegetables and animals have qualities that mi^ 

be of great ufe ; to the knowkdge of which th( 

is required no great fagadty of penetration, or J 

tigue of ftudy, but only frequent experiments, a 

clofe attention. What is faid by the chymifls 

their darling mercury, is perhaps true of ev£ 

body through the whole creation, that if a tho 

/and lives fhould be fpent upon it, all its pr 

perties would not be found out. 
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Mankind muft neceffarily be diverfified by va- 
rious tailes, fince life alFords and requires fuch 
multiplicity of employments j and a nation of na- 
turalifls is neither to be hoped nor deiired. But it 
is furely not improper to point out a frefh amufe- 
ment to thoib who languifh in health, and repine 
in plenty, for want of fome fource of diverfion 
that may be lefs eafily exhaufled ; and to inform 
the multitudes of both faxes, who are burthened 
with every new day, that there are many ihews 
which they have not feen. 



on 
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He that enlarges his curiofity after the works of 
ittture, demonftrably multiplies the inlets to hap* 
7- pinefs : and therefore the younger part of my read- 
^, to whom I dedicate this vernal (peculation, 
niuft cxcufe me for calling upon them, to make ufe 
^j. at once of the ipring of the year, and the fpring 
^ of life . to acquire, while their minds may be yet 
if fl ^'^^prcfled with new images, a love of innocent 
laff P^ures, and an ardour for ufeful knowledge ; 
.: and to remember, that a blighted fpring makes a 
hcB ^^^^^ yc*r i ^^^ ^hat the vernal flowers, howe- 
j. ^ ^w beautiful and gay, are only intended by nature 
^ as preparatives to autumnal fruits. 

s c 
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itremia nos exercet inertia, naviius atque 
Slundrigis petimus bene *vi<vere: quodfetisy hic 
Eft Ulubris, animus Ji te Hon dificit iequus. 

E 

THat man fhodd never fuiFer his hap| 
to depend upon external circumfl;an( 
one of the chief precepts of the Si 
philofbphy ; a precept indeed which that loft; 
has extended beyond the condition of humar 
and in which fome of them feem to have coi 
fed an utter excluiion of all corporeal pain 
pleafure, from the regard or attention of a 
man. 

Such fapientia in/aniensy as Horace calls the 
trine of another fedl, luch extravagance off 
fophvy can want neither authority nor argu 
or its confutation : the experience of every 
18 fuificient to overthrow it, and the powers 6 
ture rife up againft it. But we may very pro 
enquire^ how near to this exalted date it is il! 
power to approach ? how far we can exempt 
fdves from outward inftaeticeS) atid fecure tc 
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linds a flate of tranquillity ? For as the boail of 
lyfolute independance is ridiculous and vain, ib a 
lean flexibility to every impulTe, and a patient 
ibmiffion to the tyranny of every caiiial trouble^ 
s below the dignity of that mind, which, however 
iepraved or weakened, Jboafts its derivation hotA 
celeftial original, and hopes for an union with 
^finite goodnefs and unvariable felicity ; 

Ni 'vhih pejira fivens 
Proprium defer at- ertum. 

The neceffity of eredting ourfelves to fome de- 
ree of intellectual dignity, and (o preferve fome 
ifource of pleafure, which may not be wholly at 
te mercy pf accident, is n^er more apparent than 
hen we turn our eyes upon thofe whom Fortune 
18 let loofe to their owli condudt ; who, not being 
lained down by their condition to a regular and 
ated allotment of their hours, are obliged to find 
emfelves bufmefs or diveriion ; and, having no* 
ing within that can either entertain or employ 
em, are compelled to try all ^e arts of d^tbroy^ 
gtime, 

The mrniberlefs expedients pradUfed by this cla& 
mortals to alleviate the burthen of life, is not 
s fhamefid^ nor perhaps much lefs pitiable than 
(>fe to which a trader on the edge of h2L\)kEM^X5L^ 
reduced, I Jjave feen m^lancioVy ovw^^it^^.^ ^ 

P'OL. I. F 'WVAfe 
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whole firtdty st the difappoxntment of a par^ i! 
cards > and, after the propofal of a thoufand di 
ftrenc ickemes to fnpply the lofs, and the difpau 
of the footmen upon a hundred meffages, th 
have iidMnitted, with a gloomy refignationy to d 
inevitable tmsfortone of paffing one evenine : 
conver&tion with each other. But, on a fadde 
fuch are the revolutions of the world ! an une: 
pedled vifitor has brought them relief, acceptab 
as provifion to a (brving city, and enabled them 
hold out till the next day. 

The general remedy of thofe who are nnea 
WTthont knowing the cauie,, id a change of plac 
They are always willing to imagine, that their pa 
is the confeq^nence of fome local inconveniena 
and endeavour to fi^ from it, as children from t\u 
fhadovrs; always hoping for fome more fatisfadei 
delight from ever^ new fcene of diveriion, and i 
ways returning home with difappointment ai 
complaints. 

I cannot look npon thk kind of infatuatk: 
without reflecting on thofe that fuffer under d 
dreadful fymptom of canine madnefs, termed I 
phyficians the hydrophobia ^ or dread (f Sumter. The 
miferable wretches, when they are unable to driul 
though burning with thirft, are fometimes knon 
to try various contortions or inclinations of the b( 
dyi Mattering themfelves, tK^ thsY cai^ fwaBd 
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k on^ pofbre that iiqaor, which they find in an- 
«Aer tp repel their lips* 

Ytf jfiich folly Ifi not peculiar to ths tboaghtle£i 
or the ignoraot ; but fiwietime^ feizes thofe minds 
which feem moft exempted from it, by the variety 
<^{heir Htmmttts, die quicknefi of tiMir penctra- 
tiaOf or Ae (everity of their judgmant, And in^ 
deed, the pride of wit and knowledge 13 often mor- 
tified* by finding that they can confer no fecurity 
Agiinfi the coninum ctrroi^rs. which miflead the 
Wttkei); and meaacft of mankind. 

Tkefe refledions amfe in my mind upon the re- 
cdledtion of a paflage in Cow/eft preface to his 
poems ; in which, however exaked by his genias, 
and enlarged by hi3 acquifitions, he informs as of 
a fcheme of happinafs, to which the imagination 
of a girU upon the lofs of her firft lov^, would 
have fcarcely given way i but which he ii^emd to 
have indulged, till he had totally ioi^ottea its ab- 
ftrdity ; and would have probably put i% e^ecu- 
#009 bad he been hindered only by his reafon. 

*^ My defire (iays he) has b^n for fome years 
paft, though the execution has been accidental- 
ly diverted, and does Hill vehemently continue, 
to retire my&lf to ibme of our American planta- 
*' tions ; not to feek for gold, 01 euxicVk tsi^'jSii^^ 
?• iwrfi £fic Caffic of thofe parts, \vYaOi \a ^^ «^ 
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*^ of moft men that- travel thidier ; but to 
" this world for ever, with all die vanii 
" vexations of it ; and to bury myfelf l 
** fome obfcure retreaty but not without t 
" folation of letters and pkilofophy/* 

Such wfl(8 the chimerical provUion whicl 
had made/'ift his own mind, for the quie 
remaining l^e ; and which he feems to recc 
to pofterity^ fihce there is no other reafor 
difclofingit. Surely no ftronger inilance 
given of aperfuaiion> that-content was the 
tant of particular regions ; and that a ma 
fail with a fair wind» and leave behind hir 
cares, encumbrances, and calamities. 

If he travelled fo far with no other purpc 
to hury himfelf in fome obfcure retreat y he mig 
found, in his own country, innumerable 
fufficiently obfcure, to have- concealed thi 
of Cowley: for, .whatever might be his o 
nion of the in^jportunity with which he fh' 
fummoned 'back into public life, a Ihor 
rience would have convinced him, that pri\ 
much eafier dian acquiiltion, and that it w 
quire very litde policy to free himfelf from 
trufion of the. world. There is pride en 
the human heart, to prevent much defire 
guaintance with a man, by whom wc are 
be treated with negl^d, YvoN\«.>i^t \i\^ w 
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for fcience or virtue may excite our curiofity or 
^flsem : fo that the lover of retirement need not 
be much afraid, . left the refped of ftrangers fhould 
overwhelm him with viiits ; and thofe to whom he 
has formerly been known, will very patiendy fup- 
-port his abfence, when they have tried a little to 
Hre without him, and found new diverfions for 
diofe moments, which his company contributed to 
exhilarate or relax. . 

It was perhaps ordained by Providence, to hin- 
der us from tyrannizing over one another, that no 
iodividual fhould be of fo much importance, as to 
■Oofe by his retreat or death any chafm in the 
world. And Qnuliy had converfbd to little pur- 
poTe with mankind, if he had not remarked, how 
foon the ufeful friend, the gay companion, and the 
favoured lover, whisn once they are removed from 
before the fight, ^ve way to the fuccefiion of new 
objeds. 

The privacy, therefore, of his hermitage might 
have been fafe enough from violation, though he 
had chofen it within the limits of his native iiland ; 
and perhaps he might have found here preferva- 
tives againft the 'vaftitUsB.nd vexations of the world, 
not lefs efficacious than thofe which the woods or 
fields of Jlmerica could afford him. But, having 
once his mind embittered with diC^u^, \y& omc£v 
xtd'H impo&bk p be far enougki feoia iJtxft c^^^^^ '^sJl 
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his aneafinefs : he was poftiog zway. with afl 
expedition of a Gowardy who» fbrwaotofyc 
ling to look behind hisiy thinks the enenx pe 
tnally at his heels. 

When he was interrupted hy pompany, or 
dgued withbufinefs, he to ftroni^y imaged to i 
£^ the haj^n^s of leiforc and lefTsat^ that he 
termined to enjoy them for the future widioul 
terruptiony and to exclude for ever all that o 
deprive him of his daxUng fktisfa&ioni. He 
got, in the vehemence of his define, that foli 
and quiet owe their pleafures to tfaofe miii 
which he was fo ihidioas to obviate : &r fiich 
the vidflitudes of the world, through all its p 
that day and night, labour and re&, converfe 
retirement, endear each other : fuch are the c] 
ges that keep the mind in adion ; we defire, 
purfue; we obtain, we are iatiated; we in 
fomething elfe, and begin a new purfuit. 

If he had.proceedsd in his prbje£^ and fixei 
habitation in the moil delightful part of the 
world, it may be much doubcedy whether hij 
fiance from the vanities of life would have 
abled him to have kept away the ^fxati(ffft. 
common for a man who feel» pain, to fancy 
he could bear it better in any ocher part. Cm 
having known the troubles and perplexities < 
particular eondition^ very naM^ ig^x&ajkii I 
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2 ielf, that nothing worfe was to be found, and that 

gg every alteration would bring fome improvement. 

f. He never Ai^peded, that the caofe of his onhappi- 

nefs was in himfelf ; that his own paffions were 

not fufiiciently regulated ; and that he was harrafl** 

s ed by his own impatience ; which, as it could ne- 

if ver be witfaont fomething to awaken it, would tcMT' 

^ ment him in any other country, accompany him 

2 over the fea, and find its way to his Amirictm Ely- 

)^ fiom. He would, upon the trials have been foon 

f^ convinced^ that the fountain of content muft fpring 

^ spin the mind} and that he who has fo little 

IS howledge of human nature, as to feek happinefs 

^ l)r changing any thing but his own diipofidons, 

Win wafle his life in fruidefs efforts, and muldply 

Ae griefs whick he parpoie» \a reiaoTe. 
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.0 qtd perpetua vumdum rationt gt$^emaSf 
Terr a r t m cceHque fat or / — — 
Disjice terrena nebui0^ it pondtra molisy 
Atqui tuo J^kndore mica ! Tu namque ferentun^ 
fTu refutes tranqidlla pits, Te cemere^ finisy 
Principium, nfeSor^ duXy femita, terminus^ idem, 

BOETHIU 

THE love of RETIREMENT has, in allagi 
adhered very clofcly to thofe minds wU 
have been mod: enlarged by knowledf 
or elevated by genius. Thofe that have enjoy 
every thing that is generally fuppofed to coni 
happinefs, have been forced to feek it in the ihad 
of privacy . Though they have poircfled both pQW 
and riches, and4)een therefore furrounded by jne 
who confidered it as their chief intereft to rema 
from them every thing that might offend their eal 
ruffle their tranquillity, or interrupt their pleafur 
they have foon felt the languors of f^tiety, ai 
found themfelves unable to purfue the race of lii 
except with frequent refpiration^ of intermedia 
folitaie. 
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. To produce this diQ)ofition9 nothing appean re« 
qoifite but a quick fenfibility and adive imagina- 
tion: for, without being devoted to the purfuit of 
viitae or the ftudy of fdence, a man, whofe facul- 
ties enable him to make ready comparifons of the 
prefent with the paft, will find fuch a conftant re- 
CQRence of the fame pleafures, the fame troubles, 
theiame expedadons, and the fame difappoint* 
ments, that he will gladly fnatch an hour of re- 
treat, to let his thoughts expatiate at large, and 
&ek for that variety in his own ideas, which the 
otjeds of fenfe cannot afford him* 

Nor will greatnefi or abundance contribute to 
exempt him fit>m the importunities of this defire : 
6r if he is bom to think, he cannot refbain him- 
ftlf from a thoufand enquiries and fpcculationsy 
which he muft purTue by his own reafon, and which 
tiie ^lendour of his condition can only hinder 1 
for thofe who are moft exalted above dependance 
<r controul, are yet condemned to pay fo large a 
tribute of their time to cuftom, ceremony, and po- 
polarity, that, according to the Greek proverb, no 
man in the houfe is more a Hate than the mailer* 

When a king aiked EucBd the mathemaddan, 
ivhed&er ht could not explain his art to him in a 
more compendious manner; he was anfwered. 
That there was no royal way to geom^XtY . 0« 
ther Akgs nugr te feiseed by niig^t^ or ^dASfi\ 
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Wf4i noi^ey ^ but know}^|e K to be g^k^ ^ 
by fl^dy;*^ fturfy tQ b? jjppftqil??d oply i|i fi^ 

Tbe& are feaie of tkp ippf^of v}ii<:h '^F9 li 
power to 6qi^«r ^io£^ aai bimes ffpm tbe prmi 

dui«(o9^bc4 <^^ M^ MMe<> Of iiiTpirited flwi 
ya|i> affc)anvitiopsy Qof their e$capy feenu en 
fij»ed to fi^pefipr abilities^ and to opierate Ut^ if 
on the fiomq^pa claflb of mankind ; to wbo^Cfli 
«eptio|u thp pre^ aiJemblage of things ii ail 
quate^ and who feldpm rjpige beyond ihob cat* 
tainments and vexations which folidt their atta 
tioa l^y prefing on their fenies. 

But thq:^ is an ^niver&l r^afon for fome ftali 
intervals of fc^t^ds, which the ip^tutions of d 
church call upon me> now especially, to nwntjjg 
a reafon whic}i extends as wide as moral duty, i 
the hopes of divine favo9r in a future ftate; ai 
which, ought to influence j^l ranks of life, and I 
degrees of intelle^ ; ^ce none can imagioe tbea 
felves not comprehended in its obligation, fa 
fuch as determine to fet ^eir M^ker at defiaM 
by obftinate wickednefs, or whofe enthufiaitic i 
curity of his approba^on places them above exte 
nal ordinances, and all human means of irnpnnn 
ment. 

. Tiie^rqtttafc^^ianYrtotmidttQbiluali 
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J tixe precepci of tdigion, is to make the' futora 
modominftfe^ tier the prefent j to* imprds upon hit 
mm ttiiid fo a (bong a ftnie of the im^QTCance of 
)be(lxence to the dmn^ wiU, of the vahie of the 
ewtrd promifed to virtue, and the terroars of the 
wifliiiient dendunced againft crimes, us mtj o- 
frbesr all the temptstioiis which temporal hope 
riear may bring in his way, and enable him to 
fid equal defiance to joy aiid forrow ; to turn a- 
vay at one time from the aUnrenients of ambition^ 
laipnih forward at another againfk the threats of 
•lamity. 

, It is not withoet reafcn, that the ApoIUe repre* 
altt our parage through this ftage of oor exiilence 
f ifltages drawn iraiT the alarms and iblicitnde of 
.flulttary life: for we aie placed in fuch a ftate^ 
Mt almoft every thing about us conTpires againft 
nr disef intereft. We are in danger jfrom what- 
ver can get poflbfllon of out thou^ts. All that 
in excite in us either pain or pleafure, has a ten- 
endy tor obftiuft the way iSiat leads t6 fis^pinefs, 
Hi either to turn as afide, or retard our progrefi; 

Onr fen&Sy our appetitos^ attd ottr ]^ftoB9, are 
n brwfnt and ^Mfid guides m mbft thin^ that 
slate folely to this life ; and therefore, by the 
burly neceffity of -confulting t&em» we gradually 
nk inta an i^Hcit fubmiffiott wtA lva\>\Xx^2^ c:<m^ 
dencr. Evaj' g& of compHaato witK tSfMtVc too* 
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tions hdStaJacs a iecbnd compliance ; every ae 
flep towards depravity is made with leis rdudUiu 
than the former ; and thus the defcent to li 
merely fenfnal, is perpetually accelerated. 

The ienfes have not only that advanti^ ovi 
confcience which things nece£^ muft always hx\ 
over things cho(en, but they have likewiie a Idi 
of prefcription in their favour. We feared pai 
much earlier than we apprehended guilt; and wc 
delighted with the fenfations of pleafure, before. « 
had capacities to be charmed with the beauty ( 
re^tude. To this power, thus early eftablifhei 
and incefTantly encreafrng, it muft be remembera 
that almoft every man has, in fbme part of h 
life, added new ftrength by a voluntary or ne^ 
gent fubje£tion of himfelf : fi)r who is there th 
has not inftigated his appetites by indulgence, •< 
foffered them by an unreiiiHng neutrality to enlai] 
their domimons and multiply their demands ? 

From ^e neceffity of difpodefling the fenfual fi 
guides of the influence which they muft natural 
gain by this preoccupation of the foul, arifes th 
confUft between oppofite defires in the firfl ende 
vours after a religious life ; which, however ei 
thvifiafticaUy it may have been defcribed, or hos 
ever contemptuoujly ridiculedy will naturally 1 
felt in fome degree ; though varied without en 
by diif^rent tampers of mind, andinnnmerahle ci 

cumftanc 
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comftances oF health or condidoii^ greater or lefi 
imroar, more or fewer temptationi to reUpfe. 

■ From die perpetaal neceffity of eonfuhiiig die 
aninud facoldes in our proyifion for the prdent life, 
ttiies the difficulty of withflanding thdr impulfes, 
c?en in cafes where they onght to be of no weight: 
Arthe objects of fenfe ftrikeunibught 1 iti modons 
ne inftantaneousf we are accnftomed to follow 
their diredions ; and therefore often fnbmit to die 
fentence, without examining the authority of the 
jadgc. 

Thps it appears, upon a philofephieal eftimate, 
diaty fiippo/ing the mind, at any certain^^me, in 
an equipoife between the pleaTures of this life and 
die hopes of futurity^ prefent objed3*laIIing more 
frequently into the fcale would in time preponde* 
rate j and that our i^egard for an invifible ftate 
would grow every moment weaker, dll at laft it 
would lofe all its adivity, and become abfolutely 
without efFea. 

To prevent diis dreadful event, the balance is 
put into our own hands ; and we have power to 
transfer the weight to* either fide. The motives to 
ft life of holinefs are infinite; not lefs than the fa* 
irour or anger of omnipotence, not lefs than eter^ 
nity of happinefs or mifery. But thefe e^xi or^^ 
ioAwnce oar cotuUidt, as they gam oxxx ^u&tvtvotL\ 
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Wkidk ^ bitf nefr or diverfioilf of ike wwU ai 
always €4l]ia8 off bxcontrvy cttn^fMu. 

.. Tke pta/kBJt ihcfCfere ef hoUaefr, and the In 
fef wlHCk all die rites of Hilig^tt feenf to b6 tuft 
tutedy 'iBg ^ per^teal reaoTatioJ^ of (he modvi 
totFirtne^ b]): a yokntary eraj^oyaitiit of our mia 
ki the.€OBi|eaiplatkin of i» ctptiOiSocc^ its ifli^ 
aaoe^.aad kft iieeeffityi wUeh> i& proportiOai 
they aFO siofe firitqaMitly and more willingly n 
volnrKdy ^an a more forcible and fiermasetttif 
flaence, till in time they become the reigning^ : 
deasy the ftanding principles of adion, and the tt 
by wfakh '<v«y thing profofed t» the ^kdffiiti 
u reje^od or a|^roved!r 



\ 



To iadlittite this duoiga of o«r aflTedUons^ it 
necei&ry that we wcsdtLen the temptadonfr of li 
woridy by retiring at c^rtaiiv ieaibns from it : i 
ks influence arifing only from- its prefence, is iftw 
leiTened when it becomes the objedl<^ folitary n 
ditation. A conftant reiidence amjdft noiie td 
pleafure, inevitably obliterates the impreflions i 
piety I and afrequent abftrad&tf of oitrielves in 
a ftate wh«« this lifb, like the next, operates- on 
upon the reaibn, will reinftate religion in its ji 
authority^ even without thoie ufradiarion^ froxft ; 
bove i the hope of which I have yet- no intentk 
10 withdraw from the fincere and the diligent. 



Tl 
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s is that conqaeft of the world, and of our- 
v^ch has been ahvays coniidered as the 
tionofh|MDiaaMtiuiKi AttddiisisoBfyto be 
ed by fervent prayer, fteady refolations, and 
nt retirement from foUy and vanity ; from 
res of ;iy»rJLpr> ^ ^ jpy« ^ in tcB yfra n cf ; 
he Mm% fiwd« Pf .dcqri^ ^Mory. juid 
mpting iight oir(ro§>eroii9 wykgdj^g^y 



W«. 
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^"•^Patitur femas feccamUfild nfohntas ; 
Namfcilus intra fi taciturn ]ui cog^tat ulbtm, 
Fa3i irimm babet^ ■ ■ * 



Jut 



IF the moft t£tive and induftrioas of mankiM 
was able, at the dofe of life, to recoiled dil 
tindly his paft moments, and diflribute thai 
in a regular account, according to the manner i 
which they have been fpent ; it is fcarcely to I 
imagined how few would be mariced out to dl 
mind by any permanent or vifible efie6b, hoi 
fmall a proportion his real a6Uon would bear to k 
feeming poflibilities of a^on, how many chafii 
he would find of perfed vacuity, and how mai 
interfticial fpaces unfilled, even in the ino^ tumt 
tuous hurries of bufinefs, and the moft eager fi 
hemence of purfuit. 

It is obferved by modem philofophers, that M 
only the great globes of matter are thinly fcatteil 
through the univerfe, bnt the hardeft bodies axe 
porous, that, if all matter were compreflSsd to p( 
h& folidity, it mig\it be coaxaasA&i&^^iiibe of 
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few feet. In like manner^ if all the employments 
of life were crouded into the time which it really 
occupied* pd'haps a few weeks, days, or hours, 
would be fufficient for its accomplifhment, fo far 
as the mind was engaged in the performance. For 
fuchis the inequality of our corporeal to our intel- 
ledual faculties, that we contrive in minutes what 
we execute in years ; and the foul often ftands an 
Ule fpeflator of the labour of the hands, and ex- 
pedition of the feet. 

For this reafon, the andent generals often found 
ftemfelves at leifure to purfue the ftudy of philofo- 
jky in the camp : and Lttcau, with, hiftorical vera- 
iitjr, makes Ca/ar relate of himfelf, that his wars 
lever hindered celeftial obfervations ; and that he 
loted the revolutions of the ftars in the midft of 
pftparations for battle. 



'Media inter fneliafemper 



SidfHhit, calique plagisi fiperijfue vac^m. 

I 

That the foul always exerts her peculiar powers, 
irith greater or leis force, is very probable, though 
he common occaiions of our prefent condition re« 
pme but a (mall part of that inceifant cogitation ; 
nd by the nattural frame of our bodies, and gene« 
111 combination of the world, we are unavoidably 
condemned to b frequent inactivity ^ i^t« ^ 
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throagh all our time we are thinking, for a grt 
part of oar time we can only thiftk. 

Left f9 reiUe& a power fliodd be either impro 
ably or hlHrtftilly ^npfqyed« and the faperfiiiil 
of ifttelle^i run to wafte^ it is no vain fpecaladt 
fo c(mfider h^w we may gorerii our thoughts, 
(brain them from irregular motions, or confine tk 
frota boundkfs diffipadon« 

How the underftanding is bed conducted to 
knowledge of fctence, by what fteps it is to be 
forwards in its purfaity berw it is to be cured of 
defe^9 and habituated to new fhidies, has bi 
file enquiry of many acute »id learned men i wli 
obfervations I (hall not, on this occaiion, eif 
adopt or cenfure j my purpofe being to coniider 
moral difcipline of the mind, and to promote 
increafe of virtue rather than of learning. 

Thi& enquiry feems to have been negle^^d 
want of remembering, that all a£Uon has its ori 
in the mind; and that therefore to fuflbr 
thoughts to be vitiated, is to poifon the fomitj 
of morality. Irregular defires will produce lis 
tious practices. What men allow themfelv^s 
wifh, they will fooh believe, and will be at U# 
cited to execute what they pleafe themfelves vi 
contriving^ / 
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For this reafon the cafuifts of the Rnmfi church, 
who gain, by confeffion, great opportunities of 
knowing human nature, have, I think, generally 
determined, that what it is a crime to do, it is a 
crime to think ; fince by revolving, with pleafiur, 
the fiicility, fafety, or advantage of a wicked deed, 
% man foon begins to find his conitancy relax, -and 
his deteftation foften; the happinefs of fuccefs 
glittering before him, withdraws his attention from 
the atrocioufhefs of the guilt ; and that is at laft 
confidently perpetrated, of which the firft con- 
ception only crept ij»to the mind, difguifed in plea- 
fii^ complications, and permitted rather than in- 
filed. 

No man has ever been drawn to crimes, by love 
or jealoufy, envy or hatred, but he can tell how 
eafily he might at firil have repelled the temptation, 
how readily his mind would have obeyed a call to 
any other objed, and how weak his pailion has 
been after fome cafual avocation, till he has recall- 
ed it again to his heart, and revived the viper by 
too warm a fondnefs. 

Such therefore is the importance of keeping our 
reafon a conftant guard over our imagination, that 
we have otherwife no fecurity for our own virtue ; 
but may corrupt our hearts in the moH rcclufe foli- 
tude, with more pernicious and tyranidcai 21^^^- 
tites and mO^es, than the commerce o£ Xltva vj^\\^ 

H z ^^ 
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will generally produce : for we are eaiily fliocked bj 
crimes which appear at once in their fall magnitode : 
but the gradual growth of our own wickednefs, en- 
deared by intereft, and palliated by all the artificei 
of felf-deceity gives us time to form diftin£Uon» ii 
our own favour ; and reafon by degrees fubmitstt 
abfurdity, as the eye is accommodated to darknefi, 

In this difeafe of the foul, it is of the utmofl 
importance to apply remedies at the beginning; 
and therefore I ihall endeavour to fliew, whU 
thoughts are to be rejected or improved, as they 
regard the paft, prefent, or future ; in hppes thil 
feme may be awakened to caution and vigilance 
who perhaps indulge themfelves in dangennu 
dreams; fo much the more dangerous, becaufi 
being yet only dreams, they are concluded inp9? 
cent. 

The rccoUedion of the paft is only ufeful by way 
of proviiion for the future ; and therefore, in r& 
viewing all the occurrences that fall under a reli- 
gious confideration, it is proper that a man flof 
at the £ril thoughts, to remark how he was led 
thither, and why he continues the refleftion. B 
he is dwelling with delight upon a ftratagem of fac? 
cefsful fraud, a night of licentious riot, or an inr 
trigue of guilty pleafure, let him funmion off U 
imagination as from an unlawful purfuit, cxpd 
tjjpfe pailages from his remembrance, of whichj 
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le cannot ferioufly approvs them^ the plea- 
:rpowers the guilt, and refer them to a 
dufy when they may be oonfidered with 
afety. Snch an hour will certainly come : 
impreflions of paft pleafiire aie always leC* 
but the ienfe of guilt, which it^peds fa- 
xntinues the fame. 

erious and impartial retrofped of our con- 
indi^tably necefiary to the confinkiatiom 
'cry of virtue; and is tlierefbre recom- 

under the name oi Je^-^xamnaH^m^ by 
as the firft a£fc previous to rq)entance. It 
1 of fo great u(e, that without it we fhould 
^e to begin life, be feduced for ever by the 
iirements, and mifled by the fame fallacies, 
order thait we may not lofe the advantage 
xpeiience, we muft endeavour to fee every 

its proper form, and excite in ourfelves 
itiments which the great Author of nature 
eed the concomitants or followers of good 
.dlions, 

'iCnv 5 Tf (A* if e^; 7< f^i <Aior m'a STf^kSn ; 
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<< Let not fieep {byt Pytbagorfu) fall upon 
** eyes* till thou haft thrice reTiewed the trai 
*' tionsofthepafbday. Where have I been fai 
V What hare I be^ doing ? What have J 
*' undone which I ought to have done ? fi 
** thus from the firft ad, and proceed to the '. 
** at the ill thou haft done^ be tiouUed i ant 
•* joice for the good." 

Our thoughts on prdGmt things being dete 
ned by the objedb before us, fall not under t 
indulgences or foccurEons which I am now en 
dering. But I cannot forbear, under this heu 
caution pious and tender minds that are diftm 
by the irruptions of wicked imaginations, agi 
too great dejedlion, and too anjdous alarms : 
thoughts are only criminal, when they are 
chofon, and then voluntarily continued, 

•— — £«// into the mind of God or num 
Mitf iom and go ^ fo unafprm^d^ mndk^fue 

NoJ^t ordain behind. 

" Milt 

In futurity chiefly are the fiiares lodged by w 
the imagination is entangled. Futurity is the 
per abode of hope and fear, with all their train 
progeny of fubordinate appreheniions and dd 
In futurity, events and chances are yet floatii 
hrgc, without appai^nt coawaft^on with i 
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}; and we therefore eafily indulge the libertf 
itif^ing ouHelres with a pleafing choice. Ta 
ind coU among poffibfe adrantages, is, as the 
aw terms it, in ^vacuum nfemn, to take what 
gs to no body ; but it has this hazard in it, 
ive fhall be unwilling to quit what we have 
I, though an owner ihould be found. It is 

think on that which may be gained, till at 
e reiblve to gain it ; and to imagine the hap« 

1 of particular conditions, till we can be esSy 
other. We ought, at leaft, to let our defirea 
on nothing in another^s power, for the fake 
r quiet ; or in another*^ pofieffion, for the 
)f our innocence. When a man finds him- 
:d, though by a train of honeft lentiments, to 
1 for that to which he has no right, he (hould 
>ack as from a pit-fall covered with flowers, 
lat fancies he fhould benefit the public more 
p-eat flation than the man that fills it, will in 
.magine it an a£l of virtue to fupplant him ; 
as oppofition readily kindles into hatred, his 
Dcfs to do that good to which he is not call- 
/ill betray him to crimes which in his original 
le were never purpofed. 

therefore that would govern his a£Uons by 
ws of virtue, muft regulate his thoughts by 
of reafon. He mufl keep gtdlt from the re- 
of his heart ; and remember, ^at x!i\c -^Veai- 
of fancy, and the emcftioxu of die&xe> ^s^ 
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more dangerous as they are more hidden ; fines 
they efcape the awe of obfervation, and operatt 
equally in every fitnation, without the concurrenos 
of external opportunities. 
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?iwd fii ejfe nfeliSf *nihtlqui maUs. 

Mart. 

IT is juffly remarked by Horaciy that, howfo- 
€wtt every man may complain occaiionally of 
the hardfhips of his condition, he is feldom 
wining to change it for any other on the fame le* 
id : for whether it be that he who follows an em- 
jpbjrmenty made choice of it at firft on accoant of 
idfaitablenefs to his inclination ; or that when ac- 
cident, or the determination of others, have placed 
hnn in a particular ftation, he, by endeavouring 
bo reconcile himfelf to it, gets the cuftom of view- 
ii^ it only on the faireft iide ; or whether every 
aian thinks that dafs to which he belongs th$ 
noft illoftrioas, merely becaufe he has honoured 
t witli his name ; it is certain, that, whatever be 
he reafon, moft men have a very fbrong and a6Uve 
xrejodice in &vonr of their own vocation, always 
vorkii^ upon their minds, and influencing their 
)ehaviour» 

, This partiality is fofficiently'^fible in every 
jnak of the homan fpedes : but it exettft \t^e\€ m 
I Vol. I. I TMa^~ 



N 
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more frequently, and with greater fon 
thofe who have never learned to conceal 
timents'fbr reafons of policy, or to m 
expreffions by the laws of politenefs ; : 
fore the chief conjefts of wit, amonj 
and handicraft&ien, arife ^m a muti 
vour to exalt one trade by depreciating 

From the iame principle are derived 
ColatiQns to all^viat^ the inconveniences 
^very calling is peculiarly expofed. A 
was lately pleafing himfelf at hi$ anvil, 
ferving, that, thougl^ his trade was hot 
laborious and unhe^(hy» yet he had - 
pf living by his hammer ; he got his b 
man ; and if his ion fhould rife in the \ 
keep his coach, no body could reproac 
his father was a tailor, 

A man truly ze^ous for his fratem 
ver &> irrefiftibly flattered, as when fame 
ing is mientioned with contempt. Upoi 
ciplea linen-draper boafted, that he had 
cuftomer, whom he could fafely truft ; f< 
have no dpott of bis honeily, iince it v 
^m onqueftionable authority, that he 
filing a bill in chancery to delay paymc 
doaths which he had worn the lail fe^ 
and he himfelf had heard him declare, 
fQffge-)ipuri^, th4t he lopk^ upon the w 
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ration of woollen-drapers fio be fach defpicable 
wretches, diatno gentleman ought to paythent 
dll the demand was doubled by law-charges. 

It has been obferved^ that phyfidans and law- 
yers are no friends to religion $ and many con- 
jednres have been formed to difcover the reafon 
of fnch a combination between men who agree in 
nothing elfe^ and who feem lefs to be afFeded in 
dieir own provinces, by religions opinions, than 
tny odier part of the community. The trath is, 
very 6w of them have thought about religion : but 
Aey have all feen a parfon, feen him in a habit dif- 
fcitnt from their own, and therefore declared wai* 
agjonfl him4 A young ftadent from the inns of 
court, who has often attacked the cuWtte of his fa- 
4cr*t parilh with fuch arguments as his acquain- 
tsmces could fumilh, and returned to town with-' 
m fuccefs, is now gone down with a reibludon to 
iefboy him i for he has learned at Uft how to ma- 
lig^ a pr^ ; and if he pretends to hold him again 
to fyllogifin, he has a catch in referve, which nei-' 
Ihar logic nor metaphyfics can refift. 

I laugh to tlnnk hofwyour unfhahm Cato 
WillUok agbafty <u;hen unfmrrfeen itfiruBim 
Pours in upon bim thus. 

The malignity of foldiers and faUors lj)Bas& e%£oL 
Kh^ ha5 hifw oh^n experienced a\ tibe c^o^ ^ 



I 
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their country ; and perhaps no orders ( 
have an enmity of more acrimony or long 
tinnance. When, npon our late foccefles 
fome new regulations were concerted for ei 
ing the rank of the naval commanders, a 
of foot very acutely remarked, that nothi 
more abfurd, than to give any honoraiy 
to (eamen : ** For honour (lays he) ought 
*' be won by bravery ; and all the work 
** that there is no danger, and therefore 
'' dence of courage, in a fight at fea/' 

But as this general defire of aggrandizin; 
felves by raiiing their profefiion, betrays n 
thoufand ridiculous and mifchievous a^s 
plantation and detradion; f:> as almoft 
iions have their good as well as bad efFedts, 
wife excites ingenuity, and fometimes n 
honeft and ufeful emulation of diligence. 
be obferved in general, that no trade hs 
reached the excellence to which it is now 
ved, had its profeiTors looked upon it w 
eyes of indifferent fpedlators: the advance 
the firfl rude cfTays, mufl have been made 
who valued themfelves for performances, fo 
fcarce any other would be perfuaded to 
them. 

It is pleafing to contemplate a manufadi 
fing gradually fiom its firft mean ftate^ by i 
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eflive labourt of inniimerable minds ; to confider 
be firft hollow trunk of an oak, in which per* 
laps the fhepherd conld icarce venture to crois a 
rook fwelled with a fhower, enlarged at laft into 
(hip of war^ attacking fortrefli^s, terrifying na- 
ionsy letting ftorms and billows at defiance, and 
ifidng the remoteft parts of the globe. And it 
light contribute to diijpoie us to a kinder regard 
}r the labours of one another, if we were to con- 
der from what unpromifing beginnings the moft 
feful productions of art have probably arifen* 
tlio, when he faw the firft fand or afhes, by a 
ifiiai intenfenefs of heat, melted into a metalline 
nn, rugged with excrefcences, and clouded with 
Bpurities, would have imagined, that in this form- 
!& lump lay concealed fo many conveniendes of 
k, as would in time conHitute a great part of the 
appinefs of the world ? Yet by feme fuch for- 
litous liquefeftion was mankind taught to pro- 
ire a body at once in a high degree folid and 
anfparent ; which might admit the light of the 
n, and exclude the violence of the wind ; which 
ight extend the fight of the philoibpher to new 
nget of exiftence, and charm lum at one time 
ith the unbounded extent of the material crea- 
»n, and at another with the endlefs fubordina- 
tn of animal life 1 and, what is yet of more im- 
»rtance, might fupply the decays of nature, and 
xonr old age with fubfidiary fight. Thus was 
e £rft artificer in glafs employed, though with- 
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out his own knowledge or expcdUtion. 
fecilitating and prolonging the enjoyment 
enlarging the avenues of fciencey and c 
the higheft and moft lading pleafures ; h( 
abling the ftndent to contemplate nature^ 
beauty to behold herfel£ 

This paffion for the honour of a profef] 

that for the grandeur of our own country 

regulated, not extinguifhed. Every man, 

higheft to the loweft fbition, ought to ^ 

hearty and axihnale his aideavours with t 

of beiio^vfeftd to the wOrld^ by advan 

art whidi it is hh lot to exercife. And 

end he mttft neceflarily confider the who 

of its application, and the whole weig] 

importance. But let him not too readily 

diat another is ill employed, becaufe, fox 

fuller knowbdge of his bufinefs, he is no 

comprehend its confequences. Every m; 

to endeavour at eminence, not by puUin 

down, but by railing himfelf ; and enjoy t 

fore of his own fuperiority,* whether imag 

real, without intemipting others in the fa 

city. The philoibpher may very jufUy 

lighted with die extent of his views, and i 

ficer with the readitfefs of his hands r but 

one remember, that, without mechanical 

Biances, refined fpeculation is an empty 

and the other, that, witiwout. tHaftoxtxic?! re 

dexterity is little more \3mji a\inXfc vaSiixi)5 
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Peftbahd tamen illorum mea feria bub. 

Virgil. 



rHE number of correfpondents, which in- 
creafes every day apon me^ (hows, that 
my paper is atleaft diftinguifhed fhftn the 
ommon produflions of the prefs. It is no leis a 
iroof of eminence^ to have many enemies than 
nany friends ; and I look upon every letter, whe* 
her it contains encomiums or reproaches, as an 
!qnal atteftation of nfing credit. The only pain 
vhich I can feel from my correfpondence, is, the 
ear of di%pfting thofe whofe letters I (hall feem 
aegledl ; and therefore I take this opportunity 
)f reminding them, that in difapproving their at- 
tmpts, whenever it may happen, I only return 
he treatment which I often receive. Befides, 
nai^ particular motives influence a writer, known 
Mily to himfelf, or his private friends ; and it may 
)e juftly concluded, that not all letters which are 
ioflponed, are reje^ed ; nor all that are rejeded, 
aitically condemned. 

ffavhig thus cafed my heart of the ouly a.'pptt- 
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henfion that fat heavy on it, I can pleafe myf( 
with the candour of Benemolusj who encourages n 
to proceed ; without finking under the anger i 
FUrHBa, who quarrels with me for being old ai 
ug^y, and for wanting both adivity of body, ai 
fprightlind^ of mind i feeds her monkey with n 
lucubrations ; and refufes any mitigation, tiO 
have appeared in vindication of mafquerade 
That fhc may not however imagine me widioi 
fupport, and left to reft wholly upon my own fb 
titude, I (hall now publiih ibme letters, which 
have received firom men as well drefTed and 4 
handfome as her favourite i and others from I4 
dies, whom I iincerely believe as young, as rid 
as gay, as pretty, as ^fhionable, and as ofie 
toailed and treated as herfelf. 



€C 
It 
ti 



A Set of candid readers fend their refpedl I 
the Ramhier, and acknowledge his mtf 
in fo well beginning a work, that may be • 
public benefit. But, fuperioras his genius is I 
the impertinences of a trifling age, tJiey canaO 
help a wifh, that he would condefcend to ik 
^^ weaknefs of minds foftened by perpetual aauife 
** ments, and now and then throw in, likeli 
*^ predecefTor, fbme papers of a gay and humoMi 
" turn. Too fair a field now lies open, widiW 
*' plentiful a harveft of follies! Let the cheuli 
*' Thalia put in her fickle, and, finging atll 
'' workf deck hcj hair witiii^wAVAxM^,*' ^:^ 

u 
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Lady fends her compliments to the Ra$/f 
L bkry and defires to know by what other 
le (he may dire£i to him ; what are his fet 
Tiends, his amnfements ; what his way of 
icing, with regard to the living world, and 
vays ; in ihort, whether he is a perfon now 
e, and in town ? If he be, fhe will do her- 
the honour to write to him pretty often ; 
hopes, from time to time, to be the better 
liis advice and animadveriions ; for his ani- 
Iverfions on her neighbours at leafl. But, 
e is a mere efiayift, and troubles not him- 
with the manners of the age, (he is fony to 
him, that even the genius and corredbiefs of 
4M/on will not fecure him from negledt.** 

10 man is fo much abflraded from common 
s not to feel a particular pleafure from the 
of the female world ; the candid writers of 
I billet will not be offended, that my hafte 
fy a lady has hurried their addrefi too fbon 
my mind : and that I refer them for a reply 
e future paper, in order to tell this curious 
ir after my other name, the anfwer of a phi- 
IV to a man, who, meeting him in the fh-eet^ 
.to fee what he carried under his cloak : / 
^ therif (fays he), that you nug not fit it. But 
I fhe b never to know my name, fhe may of- 
; my face : for I am of her opinion, that a 
. writer ought to fee the world ; and that he 
..L . K "N^tfi 
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who negle^s his cotemporaxies, may be witl 
ncgleded by them. 

** T Ady Racket fends compli m ents to tt 
** i ^' iiir ; and Lets him IpoWy (he fh: 

V cards at her hoofe eveiy SttmLty the re: 
^ of the feafon, ivhere he will be fnre of ; 
f' afl the good company in town. By thi 
^ ihe hopes to fee his papers interfperfed 
*f ving char^&ers. . She longs to fee the 
55 truth produced at an aflemUy, and to 
*-^ the charming Inftre it will throw on the 
<« complexions, and behaviour of every d< 

V ture there." 

It is a rule with me, to receive every o 
the fame civility as it is made ; and therefore 
Lady Racket may have had (bme reafon t 
that I feldom fi^quent card-tables on Stt 
ihall not inM upon an exception, which 
her appear of ib little force. My bu£neis } 
to view, as opportunity was offered, eve 
in which mankind was to be feen : but 
tables, however brilliant, I have always 
iny vidt loft ; £Dr I could know nothinc 
company, but their doaths and their face: 
their faces clouded at the beginning of eve 
with an mii^rm folicitude, now and th< 
pFOgreia varied with a ihort triumph ; atib: 
imnkkd with conning^ at othq:a deadei 
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;lpondcncy9 or by acdd^t fluflied with rage at 
e unfkilfiil or uriucky play of a panner« From 
ch afiemblies, in whatever humour I happened 
' enter thdm; I was quickly forced to retire : 
ey wdre too trifiiag for me, when I was grave ; 
id too dull, when I was chearful. 

Yet I cannot butralue myfelf upon this token 
' regard £x>m a lady, who is not afraid to ftand 
lore die torch of truth. Let her not however 
fifult her curiofity more than her prudence ; but 
Bc€t a moment on the fate of Sente/^, who might 
.vc lived the faVourite of Jupittr^ if ihe could 
:ve been content without his thunder. It is dan- 
rous for mortal beauty or terrcfhial virtue, to Mt 
amincd by too Ifaong a light. The torch of 
itk (hows much that we cannot, and all that we 
luld not fee. In a ^e dimpled with fmiles, it 
18 often difcovered malevolence and envy \ and 
steded, under jewels and brocade, the frightful 
rms of poverty and diftrefs. A Bne hand of 
ttdriiaveichanged before it into a thou(andfpe£lrei 
' fidinefs, mifery, and vexation ; and immenfe 
inu of money, while the winher counted them 
ith trahfport, have at the firfl glimipfe of this 
owerfid luftre vanxflied from before him. If her 
'Sdyfhip therefore defigns to continue her afrem<» 
I7, 1 would advife her to fhun fuch dangerous ex- 
niments, to fatisfy herfelf with common ^l^^^^x- 
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ances, and to light up her apartments rath< 
myrtle candles than the torch of truth. 

<f A M^^^ young man fends his fervio 
** X\ anthor of the Rambkry and will t 
** willing to afiift him in his work ; but ; 
" afraid of being difcouraged by having 
*' eilay'reje&ed; a difgrace he has wofiill] 
** rienced in every offer he has made of it Xs 
*' new writer of every new paper : but ht 
*' fof ts himfelf by thinking, without vanit 
*' this has been from a peculiar &vour of the 
** who faved his performance from being 
** in traih, and referved it to appear witl 
*' in the Rfimbkrr 

I am equally a friend to modefty and ent( 
and therefore ihall think it an honour to 
fpond with a young man who poiTefTes both 
minent a degree. Youth is indeed the 
which thefe qualities ought chiefly to be 
Modeily fuits well with inexperience, and 
prife with health and vigour, and an ty 
•profpeft of life. One of my predeceflbrs ha 
obferved, that though modeily has an anm 
winning appearance, it ought not to hinder 
ertion of the adive powers ; but that a man 
Ihow, under his blufhes, a latent refolution. 
point of perfedion, nice as it is, my correfp 
/eems to have attained. That he is mod 
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own declaration may evince ; and I think the la^ 
tent refoktim may be diicovered in his letter by an 
acute obferver. I will advife him, iince he fo well 
deferves my precepts, not to be difcouraged, thoagh 
the RambUr fhonld prove equally envious or tafte* 
\k& with the reft of his fraternity. If his paper is 
iefiiied, the prefs of England is open ;. let him try 
tke judgment of the public. If, as it has ibme- 
times happened, by a general combination againft 
fiipenor merit, he cannot perfuade the world to 
hoy his works, he may prefent them to his friends; 
tnd if his fHends are feized with the epidjsmical 
nfiUuation, and cannot find his genius, or will not 
CQttfefs it, let him then refer his cauie to pofterity, 
and referve his other labours for a wifer age. 

Thus have I difpatched fbme of my correipond- 
ents, in the ufual manner, with fair words, and 
general civility. But to Flirtillay the gay Flirtillay 
what ihall I reply ? Unable as I am to fly, at her 
command, over land and feas, or to fupply her 
from week to week with the faihions of Paris^ or 
the politics of Madrid i I am yet not willing to in- 
cur her fertherdifpleafure, and would fave my pa- 
pers horn her monkey on any reafonable terms, 
fiy what propitiation therefore may I atone for my 
former gravity, and open, without trembling, the 
future letters of this fprightly perfecutor ? To write 
in defence of mafquerades, is no eafy talk ; yet 
ibmething difficult and daring may well be requi- 
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Kdif tB ^6pnc6 of fi> impomnt an' apphrfiatioi 
I thjStefsre Gbiirultedy kt du8 great emergency^ 
inaa of Ugh fepotatioh in gay life ; wh6» hm 
ilddecl to Ms oeher acdompliihmcnt* no mean-.fto 
ficieicx iar the xninats philofepl^, after dtt U 
fctfM: of het letter^ bioke out- with ntptove i* 
tfaefe words. ** And can you, Mr MawMr, Am 
** out againft this charming creajtnre? Let b 
** knowy at lesUt, that fipom this moment 
** devotes his life and his labours to . her 
** Is there any ihibbom prejudice of education di 
** ftands between thee and the moft aniiahle i 
'' mankhid? Beholdl, /JSfr/A^ at thyftel^ a^au 
grown grey in the ftudy of thofe noble arts, b 
which right and wrong may^ be coiifounded, h 
** which reafon may be blinded, when we have 
** mind to efcape from her infpedio'n, ami oqfic 
'' and appetite inftated in uncontrouled conmias 
** and boundlefs dominion ! Such a cafuift nil 
** furely engage, with certainty of fucceis, in vii 
^' dication of an entertainment, which in an it 
^' ftant gives confidence to the timcrons; an 
** kindles ardour in the cold ; an entertainma 
** where the vigilance of jcalouiy has fo often bee 
" eluded, and the virgin is fet free from the w 
ceflity of langoiihiDg in fdence ; where all tl 
outworics of chaility are at once demoliihed 
where the heart is laid open without a blufb 
where baihfulne(s may furvive virtue, and r 
** irilh is crulhed under the frown of modefl] 
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i 
^- " Far weaker influence than TUriilUti might gain 

; ^ over an advocate for fnch amafements. It was 

' ** declared by fam^^ that kS die commonwealth 

^ '* wasYioIatedy he could flamp with his foot, and 

- ^ raife an army out of the ground. If the rights 

'' of pleafure are again invaded, let but fUrtilla 

*' crack her &n» no pens, nor fwords, (ball be 

'* wanth^ at the fnmmons ; the wit and the colo- 

<' nel fhall march out at her command, and nei* 

'' ther law nor reafon (hall ftand before us.'* 
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N**!!, Tuefday^ jffril 24. 1750. 



Kofi Dindymem^ mn adyiis ^uatit 
Mtntem facerdolum incola Pythius^ 
NoM Idbir aque, non acuta 
Sic gemnoMt CorybatUis itra^ 
Trifles ut ira. 
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THE maxim which Ptrtander df Ck 
one of the feven fages of Greea, left 
memorial of his knowledge and bei 
lence, was, Xc^« xp«T€/, Be mafler of thy i 
He confidered anger as the great dilhirber 
man life, the chief enemy both of public hap] 
and private tranquillity; and therefore th< 
that he could not lay on pofterity a ftrongef 
gation to reverence his memory, than by lo 
tiiem a falutary caution againf!: this outn^ 
paffion. 

To what latitude Periander might extern 
word, the brevity of his precept will fcarce ! 
us to conjecture. From anger, in its full in 
protraded into malevolence, and exerted i 
venge, arife indeed many o£ liSait t>iyis ta whic 
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; of man is expofed. By anger, operating upon 
wer, are produced the fubverfion of cities, the 
folation of countries, the maflacre of nations, 
i all thofe dreadful and afionilhing calamities 
lich fill the hiftories of the world ; and which 
lid hot be read at aily diftant point Of time, 
len the paffions (land neutrali and every motive 
i principle is left to its natural force, without 
ae doubt of the veracity of the relation ; did we 
t fee the fame caufes ftill tending to the fame 
bfis, and only adlirig with lefs vigour for want ' 
the fame concurrent opportunities 4 

Bat this gigantic and enormous Q)ecies of anger 
Is not properly under the animadverfion of a 
iter, whofe chief end is the regulation of com^ 
>n life, and whofe precepts are to recommend 
!mfelves by their general ufe. Nor is this effay 
snded to expofe the tragkal or fatal efFeds even 
private malignity. The anger which 1 propofe 
V for my ftibjed, is fuch as makes ^ofe who 
ulge it more tronblefome than formidable,' and 
ks them rather with hornets and wafps, than 
b bafiliiks and lions. I have therefore prefixed 
lOtto, which chara£terifes this paffion, not fo 
:h by the mifchief that it caufes, as by the noife- 
t it makes. 

"here is in the world a certain dafs o£ mj3t^% 
wn, and contentedly knowH} V>7 X^Rft ^YS^^^-" 

OL. I. I4 ^^^"^ 
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tion oipajfionate men ; vrho ima^Lne tliemfelyes a 
tided by that diftin£iion to be provoked on eva 
fliglit occafioDy and to vent their rage in vehemsf 
and fierce vociferations, in fupoos menaces andli 
centioos reproaches. Their rage indeed for tk 
moft part flunes away in outcries of injury, aa 
proteilations of vengeance ; and feldom proceed 
to a^nal violence^ unlefs a drawer or link-boy &fl 
in their way : but they interrupt the quiet of thai 
that happen to be within the reach of dieir di 
snoursy difturb the courfe of couverfationj andb 
terrupt the enjoyment of fociety. 

Men of this kind are (bmetimes not without Pft 
derftanding or virtue fufiicient to recommend tlid 
to love and regard, and are therefore not alvrqi 
treated with the feverity which their negled of tki 
cafe of all about them might juMy provoke. Tltf) 
have obtained a kind of prefcription for their 61 
ly : and being confidered by their companiom I 
under a predominant influence, that leaves tiril 
not mafbrs of their condud or their language, 4 
adUng without thought, and rufhing into mi&Ul' 
with a mill before their eyes ; they are thereto 
pitied rather than cenfured, and their fallies lA 
pafled over as the involuntary blows of a man |||^ 
tatcd by the fpafms of a convulfion. 

It is furely not to beobferved without indigtf' 
tloD, that mea are to be found of minds moi! 
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enongh to be fadsfied with this treatment ; wretches 
who are proud to obtain die priTiIege of madmen, 
and can without fhame, and without regret, con- 
fer themfelves as I'eceiving hourly pardons from 
their companions, and giving them continual op- 
portonities of exerdfing their patience, and boaft* 
jag dieir demency. 

Pride is undoubtedly the original of anger : but 
pide, like every other paffion, if it once breaks 
looie Srom reafon, counter-a£b its own purpofes. 
Apaffionate man, upon the review of his day, 
wSl have very few gratifications to offer to his 
pride, when he has confidered how his outrages 
mxe caufed, why they were bom, and in what 
liey are likely to end at laft. 

Thofe fudden burfts of rage generally break out 
ipon fmall occafions : for life, unhappy as it is, 
cannot fupply great evils as frequendy as the nian 
tf fire thinks fit to be enraged ; and therefore the 
irft refledlion upon his violence muft fhow him, 
hat he is mean enough to be driven from his pod 
y every petty inddent, that he is the mere flave 
f trivial chances, and that his reafon and his vir- 
ae are in the power of the wind. 

One motive there is of thefc loud extravagances, 
'hich a man is generally careful to cotvce?\tom 
Aersj md perhaps does not always JoScwex xa 
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himfelf. He that finds his knowledge narrow 
his arguments weak, and, by confequence, his 
ftage not much regarded in queitions accura 
e;Kamined and fe^ioufly debated, is fometime: 
hope of gaining that attention by his voice, wl 
he cannot otherwife obtain ; and is pleafed i 
remembering, that at leaft he made himfelf he 
that he had the power to interrupt thofe whon 
could not confute, and fufpend the decifion wl 
he could not guide. 

Of t)iis kind is the fjuy tp which many men 
lyay among their fervants and domeftics. 1 
feel their own ignorance, they fee th^ir pwr 
fignificapce; and therefore they endeavour, 
their fury, to fright away contempt from be 
them, when they know it mufl follow them 
hind; and think themfelves eminently maf 
when they fee one folly tamely complied with, 
ly for fear IpA rcfufal or delay fhould prqi 
them to a greater, 

Thefe temptations cannot but b^ Qwned to 1 
fome force ; and it is fo little pleafmg to any 
to fee himfelf wholly overlooked in the ma 
things, that he may be allowed to try a few e; 
dients for procuring fome kind of fupplemc 
dignity, and to endeavour to add weight, b) 
ardour of his temper, to the lightnefs of his c 

wcrs. But this has now been long pra6l 
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d foimdy Qpon the moft exadt eftimate, not to 
odace advantages equal to its inconveniencies : 
r it has not appeared, that a man has, by ap« 
ar, and tomult, and blufter, altered any one^s 
>inion of his underftanding, or been able to gain 
ly influence, except over thofe whom fortune ot 
iture has piade his dependants. He may, by a 
^y perfeverance in his ferocity, fright his chil- 
en and harrafs bis fervants ; but all the reft of 
e world will look on and laugh ; and he will 
ive the comfort at laft of thinking, that he lives 
ily to raife contempt and hatred, emotions to 
hich wifdom and virtue would be always unwilK 
g to give occaiion. He will find, that he has 
mtrived to make thofe fear him, whom every 
afonable being is endeavouring to endear by 
ndnefs ; and muft content himfelf with the plea^ 
re of a triumph obtained by trampling on thofe 
ho could not refill him. He mufl perceive, that 
£ apprehenfion which his prefence caufes, is not 
le awe of his virtue, but the dread of his bruta- 
y 5 and tha^ he has given up the felicity of being 
ved, without gaining the honour of being reve- 
nced. * 

But this is not the only ill coniequence of the 
equent indulgence of this bluftering paflion; 
hich a man, by often calling to his afliflance, 
ill teach, in a fhort time, to intrude be,foi^ ^^ 
fnmons, to ruih upon him witl* tdift\^feN\sJVfi.\\^«^ 



-i 



86 The RAMBLER. NM(, 

and without any prenoos notice of its approad 
He will find hiznielf liable to be enflamed at the ft 
tonch of provocation, and onable to retain hit n 
fentmenty till he has a fiill convidion of the offenei 
to proportion his anger to the caufe, or to regabf 
. it by pradence or by duty. When a man has one 
fu^ed his mind to be thus vitiated^ he become 
one of the moft hatefol and unhappy beings: h 
can giire no fecnrity to himfelf, that he ihall not; 
at the next interview, alienate by fome iiidda 
tranfport his deareft friend ; or break oat, upov 
fome fHght contradi6Uon, in^ (iich terms of mdsi 
nefs as can never be perfefUy forgotten. Wl^ 
ever converfes with him, lives with the fo^dfll 
and folicitude of a man that plays with a tame tf^ 
ger, always under a neccffity of watching the n^ 
xnent in which the capricipus favage fhall begin tQ 
growl. 

It is told by Pmr, in a panegyric on Lorf 
Por/et, that his fervants ufcd to put themfelves in 
his way when he was angry, becaufe he was fine 
to recompenfe them for any indignities which he 
made them fulFer. This is the round of a paffion- 
ate man's life : He contrafts debts when he is fu- 
rious ; which his virtue, if he has virtue, obliges 
him to difcharge at the return of reafon : he fpends 
Jiis time in outrage and acknowledgment, injury 
and reparation. Or, if there be any who hardens 
himfclf in opprcflion, and yaftite^ x)w^ vrtowj,^ Va- 
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ife He has done it, his infenfibility can make 
all part of his praife or his happinefs ; he only 
is deliberate to hafly folly, aggravates petulance 
contumacy, and deflroys the only plea that he 
1 offer for the tendemefs and patience of man- 

Yet even this degree of depravity we may be 
Qtent to pity, becaufe it leldom wants a puniih- 
mt equal to its guilt. Nothing is more^ defpi- 
ble, or more xmferable, than the old age of a 
ffionate man. When the vigour of 3routh fails 
n, and his amnlepients pall with frequent repe«> 
ion, his occaiional rage fmks, by decay of 
ength, into peevifhnefs 9 that peevilhnefs, for 
mt of novelty and variety, becomes habitual ; 
e world falls off* from around him, and he is left. 
Homer exprefTes it, piivv^uv ^i^ov Kvf, to de-^ 
•ur his own heart in fojiitude and contempt. 
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• — Miferum parua ftipe focilat^ ut fudihunia 
Exerari faUs inter conmnna poffit.-^-^ 

T u mtis, it acri 
AJ^eritate carens^ pofitoque per omma fafiu^ 
Inter ut aquales unus numeraHs amicos, 
Oijejttiwnque doces, it anunm quarts amanii* . 

• Lutanus^PiM 

To the K AM^ hE K. 

SIR, J 

AS you feem to have devoted your HM 
to virtue, I cannot forbear to inform) 
of one fpecies of cruelty, with whickt 
life of a man of letters perhaps does not ofi 
make him acquainted ; and which, as it ieefltt 
produce no other advantage to thofe that pr^ 
it, than a fhort gratification of thoughtlefs vafli 
may become lefs common, when it has been 
expofed in its various forms, and its foil na§ 
tude, 

I am the daughter o£ a ca^sntcY -^pntlcini 
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fhoCe family is numerous ; and whofe eftate, not 
t firft fufficient to fupply us with affluence, has 
een lately fo much impaired by an unfuccefsful 
iw-fuity that all the younger children are obliged 
> try iuch means as their education affords them« 
)r procuring the neceffaries of life. Di^fs and 
arioiity concurred to bring me to London ; where 
was received, with the coldnefs which misfor- 
ine generally finds, by a relation. A week, a 
)ng week, I lived with my coufm, before the moll 
igilant enquiry could procure us the leaft hopes of 
place ; in which time I was much better quali- 
ol to bear all the vexations of fervitude. The 
rft two days (he was content to pity me, and 
nly ** wiflied I had not been quite fo well bred ;— 
' but people muft comply with their circumflan- 
' CC8.'* This lenity however was foon at an end ; 
ndy for the remaining^part of the week, I heard 
}l€tf hour of the pride of my family, the obftinacy 
f my father, and of people better bom than my- 
df that were commqn fcrvants, 

Atlaft, on Saturday noon, (he told me, with 
nyvifible fatisfaddon, that Mrs Bomlafinr, the 
reat iUk-mercer's lady, wanted a maid ; — and a 
Be place it would be ; for there would be no- 
ilng to do, but to clean my mifbrefs^s room, get 
p her linen, drefs the young ladies, wait at tea 
\ the morning, take care of a little Mifs juft come 
t>m nurfe, and then fit down to my needle : but 

Vol. I. M ^^^^xo. 
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Madam was a woman of great i^irit, and 
not be contradi£^ ; and therefore I (hould 
care ; for good places were not eafily to be 

With thefe cautions I waited on Madam 
t^e ; of whom the firft fight gave me no i 
ing ideas. She was t\^'o yards round the wai 
voice was at once loud and fqueaking, and h( 
brought to my mind the 'pi6lure of the full i 
— " Are you the young woman (fays Ihe 
♦* are come to oiFer yourfelf ? It is (b'ange, 
people of fubftance want a iervant, how i 
is the town talk. But they know they fhal 
a bellyful that live with me. Not like ] 
** at the other end of the town, we dine at 1 
** clock.— But I never take any body wit] 
•* charaftcr. What friends do you come of 
I then told her, that my father was a Gentli 
and that we had been unfortunate.^ — ^' A grc£ 
" fortune indeed, to come to me, and have 
'* meals a-day ! — So your fattier was a Gentle 
** and you are a Gendewoman, I fuppofe.— 
" Gentlewomen ! " — << Madam, I did not 
" to claim any exemptions ; I only anfwcrec 
« enquiry ."—"Such Gentlewomen ! People 1 
" fet their children to good trades, and keep 
'*" off the parifti. Pray go to the other end « 
** town. There are Gentlewomen, if they i 
" pay their debts : I am fore we have lofl ci 
'* by Gcntlewomcn."-A3voiEi^^Y«s Vvkuu 
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-ew broader witk triamph j and I was afraid ihe 
ould have taken me for the pleafure of conti- 
ling her infult. But happily the next word was. 
Pray, Mrs Gentlewoman, troop down flairs.*' 
-You may believe I obeyed her. 

1 returned, and met with a better reception from 
y coufin tlian I expeded : fbr^ while I was out, 
e had heard that Mrs Stand'tjhy whoie hufband 
id lately been raiied from a clerk in an office, to 
; Commiffioner of the Excilie, had taken a £ne 
)afe9 and wanted a, maid. 

To Mrs Stamii/h I went ; and, after having 
aited fix hours, was at lafl admitted to the top 
' the flairs ; when fhe came out of her room, 
ith two of her company. There was a fmell of 

inch. " So, young woman, you want a place. 

Whence do you come ? " — " From the coun- 
try. Madam."—" Yes, they all come out of the 
country ! — And what brought you to town ? a 
baftard ? Where do you lodge f at the Srven* 
Diais P What ! you never heard of the found- 
ling houfe ? " — Upon this, they all laughed fb 
flreperoufly, that I took the opportunity of 
making off in the tumult. 

I then heard of a place at aa elderly lady^s. 
e was at cards ; but, in two hours, I was told^ 
* would fpeak to me. She alkcOl mil M 1Lc»v2^ 

M 2 Vac^ 
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keep an account; and ordered me to write. I 
iivTOte two lines out of fome book that lay by lier. 
She " wondered what people meant, to breed op 
'* girls to write at that rate.— ——I fuppoie, Mn 
** Flirt, if I was to fee your work, it would be 
" fine ftufF! — You may walk. I will nothaK 
*^ love-letters written from my houfe to entj 
" young fellow in the fh-eet." 

Two days after, I went on the faaie jp^rfuitll 
Lady Lofy ; drcfled, as I was diredied, in y/AM 
little ornaments I had,, becaufe fhe had lately goti 
place at court. Upon the firfl fight of me^ h 
turns to the woman that (hewed me in,— ^' Is dtf 
** the lady that wants a place ? — ^Pray what pli0 
** would you have, Mifs ? A Maid of Honour^ 
** place ? — Servants, now-a-days ! " — *' MadaB 

'• I heard you wanted — " *^ Wanted what; 

" fome body finer than myfelf ! A pretty fervil 
** indeed f — I fhould be a^aid to fpeak to her.r 
** I fuppofe, Mrs Minx, thefe fine hands canno 
** bear wetting. — A fervant indeed I — Pray mof 
** off. — I am refolved to be the head perlcm ii 
" this houfe; — ^You are ready dreffed j the taveni 
*' will be open at night." 

I went to enquire for the next place in a deii 
linen gown, and heard the fervant tell his lad; 
*< There was a young woman, but he faw fb 
" would not do." — I was brought op, however^ 
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: you the trollop that has the impudence to 
ic for my place ? What ! you have hired that 
y gown, and are come to ileal a better.**— 
dam, I have another ; but being obliged to 
k — '* — " Then thefe are your manners, 
1 your blufhes and your courtefies, to come 
tne in your worft gown." — ** Madam, give 
leave to wait upon you in my other."-— 
it on me, yon fancy flut ? then you are fure 
xiniiDg.v-I could not let fuch a drab come 
T ibe.— Here, you girl diat came up with 
, have you touched her ? If you have, wafh 
X hancU before yon dreis me, — > Such trol- 
s ! Get you down. What \ whimpering t 
y walk," 

ent away with tears ; for my cou£n had loft 
tience. However, fhe told me, that (he had 
ed for my relations, was willing to keep me 
?* the ftreety and would let me have another 



e firft day of this week I faw two places. At 
was aiked, where I had lived ? and, upon 
nfwer, was told by the lady, diat '* people 
mid qualify themfelves in ordinary places : 
(he fliould never have done, if fhe was to 
low girls about." At the other houfe, I was 
mirking hufly, an^ that fweet face I ioa^x. 
ikc money of.^^For her part, it vaia ^ x>3Xft 



i 
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^ with Ker,ii€!f«r€o take any creature that 1 
'• berfelf haadfome.** 

The three next days were fpcat in Lady 
entry ; where I waited fix hour* every d 
the pleafure of feeing the fervants peep 
and go away laughing. — ** Madam will (be 
** fmall (hanks in the entry ; fhe will kn 
«* ho<^ again.'* — At fun-fet the two firft 
was toldy that my lady would fee me to-^m 
and on the third, that her wooian (laid. 

My week was now near its end, and I 
hopes of a place. My rclationy who alwa 
upon me the blame of every mifcarriage, tc 
that I muft learn to humble myfelf, and tl 
great ladies had parcicular ways ; that if 
on in chat manner, fhe could not tell who 
keep me ; flie had known many that had ] 
pla^s, itU their cloaths, and beg in the &: 

It was to no purpofe that the refufal w 
clared by me to be never on iny fide ; I vt 
foning againik intereft, and againft flupidi^ 
therefore I comforted myfelf with the hope • 
ceeding better in my next attempt, and w 
Mrs Cdurtfyr a very £aae lady, who had rents 
honfe, and faw tixe beft company in town. 

/ had not waited two Vioos^ b&foce I t^^as 
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and fband Mr Courtfy and kis lady at piquet; 
le height of good humour. This I looked on 
. favourable figo ; and flood at the lower end 
ys, room, in expeftatiou of the common queC- 
s. At lafl Mr Courtly called out, after a whifper, 
and facing the light, that one may fee you.'* 
changed my place, and blufhed. — They frc- 
iHy turned their eyes upon me, and feemed 
ifcover many fnbjedls of merriment ; for at e- 
' look they whiipered, and laughed with the 
b violent agitations of delight. At laJl Mr 
ify cried out, " Is that colour your own, 
liiia ? '» _ « Yes, (fays the lady), if fhe has 
ot robbed the kitchen-hearth." — This was fb 
py a conceit, that it renewed the florm of 
jhtar; and they threw down their cards, in 
cs of better fport.-— The lady then called me 
er, and began, with an afFcAed gravity^ to 
aire, ** What I could do ? — But firfl turn a- 
Ont, and let us fee your fine fhape. Well, 
rhat are you fit for, Mrs Mum? You would 
nd your tongue, I fuppofc, in the kitchen.** 

No, no, (fays Mr Courtly )j the girPs a good 
irl yet ; but I am afraid a briik young fellow, 
^ith fine tags on his fhouldcr — Come, child, 
old up your head. What! you have flole 
Dthing ? " — " Not yet, (fays the lady), but 
le hopes to ileal your heart quickly." — Here 
a laugh of happinefs and triumph, i^\oxi%^^ 
le coaiMon which I could noYr no \ou*^« cc^ 
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prefi. At laft the lady recollefted h 

** Stole ? No— but if I had her, I (hould 
her ; for that downcaft eye. — ^Why cann 
look people in the face ?" — « Steal ! (£ 
hoiband) ; fhe would ileal nothing but f 
a few ribbands before they were left off 
lady. — " Sir, (anfwercd I), why (hou 
by fuppoiing me a thief, infult one from 

** you have received no injury ? " — ** Infuli 
the lady) i are you come here to be a i 
you fancy baggage, and Calk of infulti 

** What will this world come to» if a gen 
may not jeft with a fenrant ? Well, fi 
vants ! — Pray be gone, and fee when y< 
have the honour to be fo infulted again, 

** vants infulted I — a fine time ! — Iniultec 

** down flairs, youflut; or the footman £ 

« fultyou." 

The lafl day of the lafi week was now cc 
and my kind coufin talked of fending me 
in the waggon, to preferve me from bad c 
But in the morning fhe came and told me, t 
had one trial more for me. Eupbentia ws 
maid ; and perhaps I nfiight do for her ; fc 
me, fhe mufl fiill her crefl, being forced 
down her chariot upon the lofs of half h 
tune by bad fecurities ; and with her way of 
her money to every body that pretended to 
* it, could have little before-hand : therefore 1 
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her ; for, with all her fine fenfe, fhe mull not 
id to be nice. 

ent immediately; and met at the door a young 
:woman, who told me fhe had herfelf been 
that morning, but that fhe was ordered to 
any that offered up flairs. I was according- 
reduced to Euphemia ; who, when I came in, 
own her book, and told me, that fhe fent 
e, not to gratify an idle curioiity, but left my 
)ointment might be made flill more grating by 
lity ; that fhe was in pain to deny any thing, 
more what was no favour ; that fhe faw no- 
in my appearance which did not make her 
for my company ; but that another, whofe 
} might perhaps be equal, had come before 
The thought of being fo near to fuch a place, 
liiling it, brought tears into my eyes, and my 
lindered me from returning my acknowledg- 
, She rofc up confufed ; -and fuppofing, by 
)ncem, that I was diflrefTed, placed me by 
nd made me tell her my ftory : which when 
id heard, fhe put two guineas in my hand> 
ng me to lodge near her, and make ufe of her 
till fhe could provide for me. I am now un« 
ar protedion ; and know not how to fhew 
atitude better, than by giving this «.ccount to 

AMBLER.. 
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Commijfumque tcges, et innb tortus et ird. 

Hoi 

IT is related by ^ntus Curtiusy that the P 
ftans always conceived a laJHng and invindl 
contempt of a man who had violated the la 
of fecrecy : for they thought^ that, however 
might be deficient in the qualities requifite to aft 
excellence, the negative virtues at leali were 
ways in his power ; and though he perhaps 00 
not fpeak well, if he was to try, it was ftill c 
for him not to fpeak. 

In this opinioft of the eafmefs of fecrecy, fl 
feem to have confidered it as oppofed, ^not 
treachery, but loquacity ; and to have conceit 
the man whom they thus ceniiired, not frighted 
menaces to reveal, or bribed by promifes to I 
tray ; but incited by the mere pleafure of talkb 
or fome other motive equally trivial, to lay qj 
his heart without reflodion, and to let whatr 
he knew flip from him, only for want of powa 
retain it. Whether, by their fettled and avoii 
kovn of dioughdcfe talkeis, \\\^ Pcvjtans ^irerc a 
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ii&fe to any great extent the virtue of tadtur- 
'y we are hindered by the diflance of thofe times 
n being ab}e to difcover ; there being very few 
noirs remaining of the court of PirfepoHs, nor 
diftindl accounts handed down to us of their 
:e-clcrks9 their ladies of the bed-chamber, their 
rneys, their chamber-maids, gr their foptmcq. 

n thefe latter ages^ thongh the old animoiity 
inf): a prattler is ftill retained, it appears wholly 
bave loft its effed upon the condud of man- 
1 : for fecrets are fo feldom kept, that it may 
1 fome reafim be doubted, whether the ancients 
e not miflaken in their firft pofhilate.; whether 
quality of retention be fo generally bellowed ; 

whether a fecret has not fome fubtil volatility, 
which it efcapes almoil imperceptibly at the 
lleft vent; or fome power of fermentation, by 
ch it expands itfelf, fp as to burft the heart that 

not give it way. 

'hofe that ftfidy either the body or the mind of 
I, very often find the moil fpecious and plea- 
theory falling under the weight of contrary 
jriencc ; and mflead of gratifying their vanity 
nferring efFe£b from caufes, they are always 
iced at laft to conjedture caufes from efFedls, 
{ it is eafy to be fecret, the ipeculatiil can de» . 
iftrate in liis retreat ; and therefore thinks him- 
j uftified in placing confidence ; the mw of tV^ 
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world knows, that, whether di&icult or 
uncommon ; and therefore finds himfelf 
dined to fearch after the reafon of this 
failure in one of the mofl important dut 
ciety. 

The vanity of being known to be tr 
a fecret, is generally one of the chief n 
difclofe it : for however abfurd it may b( 
to boafl an honour, by an adt which fhc 
was conferred without merit j yet moft 
rather inclined to confefs the want of v 
of importance ; and more willingly fhev 
fluence and their power, though at th 
of their probity, than glide through lif< 
other pleafure than the private confcic 
fidelity; which, while it is preferved, 
without praife, except from the fingle p 
tries and knows it. 

There are many ways of telling a i 
which a man exempts himfelf from the r 
of his confcience, and gratifies his pride 
fufFering himfelf to believe that he impai: 
tue. He tells the private affairs of his j 
his friend, only to thofe from whom he • 
conceal his own ; he tells them to thofe 
no temptation to betray their truft, or v 
nunciation of a certain forfeiture of his i 
if he difcovers that they bccoraa public. 
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ets are very fi^quently told in the firft ar- 
'kindnefsy or of love ; for the fake of pro- 
>y fo important a facri£ce, the fincerity of 
onsy or the warmth of tendemefs. But 
'is motive, though it be fbmetimes fbong in 
canity generally concurs ; fince every man 
\y dcfires to be moft efteemed by thofe 
he loves, or with whom he converfes, with 
le pafTes his hours of pleafore, and to whom 
es from bofinefs and from care. 

n the difcovery of fecrets is under confide* 
there is always a diftin£Uon carefully to be 
etween our own and thoie of another ; thofe 
ch we are fully mailers, and which affedt 
:r own intereft ; and thofe which are repo- 
Ith us only in truft, and involve the happi- 
convenience of fuch as we have no right 
Dfe to hazard by experiments upon their 
without their confent. To tell our own 
is generally folly ; but that folly is without 
to communicate thofe with which we are 
d, is always treachery ; and treachery for 
H part combined with folly. 

e have indeed been fome enthufiaflic and 
al zealots for friendfhip^ who have main- 
and perhaps believed, that one friend has a 
all that is in poffeiTion of another *, ^asvd 
Tefbie it is a violation of fricndft^ip, to ^x^ 
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empt any fecret ^m this boundlefs confida 
And accordingly a late female minifter of jftate 
been fliameleis enough to inform the world, 1 
ihe ufed, when fhe wanted to extradl any di 
from her fovereign, to remind her of Montmi 
reafonmg, who has determined, That to tell a 
cret to a friend> is no breach of fidelity ; bea 
the number of perfons trufted is not multipliec 
man and his friend being virtually the fame. 

That fuch a fallacy could be impofed upon ; 
himian underftanding, or that aA author could h 
been imagined to advance a pofltion fo remote fi 
truth and reafon, any otherwife than as a dedai 
er, to fhew to what extent he could ilretch 
imagination, and with what flxength he could p 
his principle, would fcarcely ha^e been credil 
had not this lady kindly fhewn us how far wc 
nefs may be deluded, or indolence amufed. ] 
fmce it appears, that even this fophiftry h^s Im 
able, with the help of a fbx)ng defire to repofi 
quiet upon the underftanding of another, to o 
lead honefl intentions, and an underftanding i 
contemptible ; it may not be fuperfluous to rema 
that thofe things which are common among frien 
are only fuch as either poiTeiTes in his own rig 
^nd can alienate or deftroy without injury to a 
other perfon. Without this. limitation, confida 
fnuft run on without end : the fecond perfon sn 
tcU the fecret to the t\drd, u]^n the fame princi] 
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le received it from the firi! ; and the third may 
d it forward to a fourth i till at lad it is told^ 
lie round of friendfhip, to them from whom it 
the firft intention chiefly to conceal it. 

Tie confidence which Caius has of the faithful-^ 
I of Titiusy is nothing more than an opinion 
ch himfelf cannot know to be trae, and which 
i£us, who firft tells his fecret to Caius, may 
w, at leaft may fufpeft to be falfe ; and there- 
! the truft is transferred by Caius, if he reveal 
It has been told him, to one from whom the 
bn originally concerned would probably have 
i-held it. And, whatever may be the event, 
ts has hazarded the happinefs of his friend, 
lOut neceflity, /md without permiflion, and has 
that truft in the hand of fortune which was 
jn only to virtue. 

Lll the arguments upon which a man who is 
ng the private affairs of another, may ground 
X)nfidence of feciirity, he muft, upon rcfleftion; 
w to be uncertain; becaufe he finds them 
lOut effedi upon himfelf. When he is imagi- 
j that Titius will be cautious from a regard to 
ntereft, his reputation, or his duty ; he ought 
sfled, that he is himfelf at that inftant a6Ung 
ppofition to all thefe reafons, and reveali|ig 
t intereft, reputation, and duty direct \i\m ttt 
:caL 
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- Every one feels, that he fhould coni 
man incapable of truft, who believed him 
berty to tell whatever he knew, to the fii 
lie fhoulji conclude deferving of his coi 
Therefore Qdusy in admitting I'itius to t] 
imparted only to himfelf, violates his fait 
he ads contrary to the intention of CUl 
whom that faith was given. For pro 
friendfliip are, like all others, ufelefs a: 
unlefs they are made in fome known fenfe, 
and acknowledged by both parties. 

I am not ignorant, that many queftions 
ftarted relating to the duty of fecrecy, w 
affairs are of public concern ; where fu 
reafons may arife to alter the appearance 
ture of the truft ; that the manner in whic 
cret was told, may change the degree of 
tion ; and that the principles upon which ; 
chofen for a confident, may not always 
conftrain him. But thefe fcruples, if not t 
cate, are of too extenfive confideration for 
fent purpofe ; nor are they fuch as general 
in common life. And though cafuiftica! 
ledge be ufeful in proper hands, yet it oug 
means to be carelefsly expofed i fince moft 
it rather to lull than awaken their own conf 
and the threads of reafoning, on which 
fufpended, are frequently drawn to fuch 
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that common eyes cannot perceive^ and common 
ien£bility c^not feel them. 

The whole dodlrine as well as pradUce of fccre- 
cy, is fo perplexing and dangerous, that, next to 
him who is compelled to truft, I think him un- 
happy who is chofen to be trufled : for he is of- 
ten involved in fcruples, without the liberty of call- 
ing in the help of any other underftanding ; he is 
frequently drawn into guilt, under the appearance 
of friendfhip and hone%^ ; and fometimes fubjeft- 
ed to fufpicion by the treachery of others, who are 
engaged, without his knowledge, in the fame 
fchemes : for he that has one confident, has ge- 
nerally more ; and when he is at lafl betrayed, is 
in doubt on whom he fhaU fix the crime. 

The rules therefore that I (hall propofe concern- 
ing fecrecy, and from which I think it not fafe 
to deviate, without long and exadt deliberation, 
tre, — Never to folicit the knowledge of a fecret. 
Not willingly, nor without many limitations, to 
accept the truft when it is offered. When a fecret 
is once admitted, to coniider the truft as of a very 
high nature, important as ibciety, and facred as 
luth ; and therefore not to be violated for' any in- 
sdental convenience, or flight appearance of con- 
raiy fitnefs. 
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Nil fuit ufjquam 



Sic iiffar fibi, 

HoR. 



AMong the many inconfiilencies which foil 
produces, or infirmity fuffers in the hunt 
mind, there has often been obferved a nil 
nifefl and ftrlking contrariety of the life of an ai 
thor to his writings. And Milton^ in a letter t 
a learned flranger, by whom he had been vifitec 
with great rcafon congratulates himfelf upon th 
confcioofhefs of having been found equal toh: 
own character ; and having preferved, in a prival 
and familiar interview, that reputation which V 
performances had procured him. 

Thofe whom the appearance of virtue, or d 
evidence of genius, have tempted to a nearer kmn 
ledge of the writer in whofe works they may t 
found, have indeed had frequent reafon to repa 
their curiofity. The bubble diat fpaiicled bdh 
them, has become common water at the tovdi 
and their phantom of perfedion has vanifhe 
when they wiflied to prei5 it to their bolbm. The 

hai 
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'c loft the pleafure of imagining how far huma- 
r may be exalted ; and perhaps find themfelves 
inclined to toil up the flecps of virtue^ when 
y obferve thofe who feem befl able to point the 
Yf loitering below ; as either afiaid of the la- 
ir, or doubtful of the reward. 

t has been long the cuflom of the oriental mo- 
chs, to hide themfelves in their gardens and 
ir palaces^ to avoid the converfation of man*- 
d, and to be known to their fubjefls only by 
Ir edi£ls. The fame policy is as often ncccfTary 
lim that writes, as to him that governs : for men 
lid often not more patiently fubmit to be taught 
Q commanded, by one who fhould be known to 
'e the fame follies and weaknefTes with them- 
es. And perhaps a fudden intruder into the 
(et of an author, would find the fame caufes of 
mk and indignation with the officer, who, ha- 
g long folicited admiflion into the prefence of 
dmapalusy faw him, not confiilting upon laws, 
iuiring into grievances, planning fortifications^ 
modelling armies ; but empbyed in feminine 
ofements, and direding the ladies in their work, 

t is not difficult to conceive, however, that for 
ay reaibns a man writes moch better than he 
9. For, without entering into refined ipecula- 
is, it is many degrees eafier to defign than to 
Form. A man propofts his fchemes o{ \\£^ Vtv ;x 

O 2 ^^^^ 
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{late of abilra£tion and difengagement, - exempt 
from the enticements of hope, the folicitatioiis of 
afFedion, the importunities of appetite^ or the de- 
preflions of fear ; and is in the fame ftate with iM 
that teaches upon land the art of navigation, 9 
whom the fea is always fmooth^ and the wind ii 
ill ways profperous. 

The mathematicians are well acqtiainted wtt 
the difference between pure fcience, which hai» 
do only with ideas ; and the application of its law 
to the ufe of life, in which they are conftrainedlB 
fubmit to the imperfection of matter, andtfaeinfli- 
cnce of accidents. Thus, in moral confideratioBS 
it is to be remembered, that many impediments ob* 
ftrudl our pradUce, which very eafily give wiyt* 
theory. The fpeculatift is only in danger of cno* • 
but the man that is involved in life, has his ©•> 
pafTions and thofe of others to encounter; tsi^ 
embarraffed with a thoufand inconveniende('<i' 
every fide j which confound him with variety* 
impulfc, and either perplex or obfhoidl his w»f 
He is often forced to ad without deliberation« «* 
obliged to chufe before he can examine ; he is oft* 
furprifed by fudden alterations of the ilate of dii4* 
and changes his meafurcs according to fupcrfic* 
appearances ; he is often led by others, either bfr 
caufe he is indolent, or becaufe he is timorotf^ 
lie is fometimcs afraid to know what is right, w 
/o/nf times finds others dvW^etiX. \.o d'tcwre him. 
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are therefore not to wonder that moft fai]» 
i tumult, and (hares, and danger, in the ob- 
ice of thofe precepts which they laid down in 
le, fafety, and tranquillity, with a mind un- 
1, and with liberty nnobilni£led. It is the 
don of onr prefent ftate, to iee more than we 
ittain. The exadeft vigilaiioe and caution 
ever maintain a lin^e day of pure and un- 
ed innocence ; much \e& can the ntmoft ef- 
of incorporated mind reach the fummits of 
lative virtue. 

is however neceffiuyfor the idea of perfeAion 
propofed, that we may have fome objeA to 
I our endeavours are to be direded. And he 
is moft deficient in the duties of life, makes 
atonement for his faults, by warning others 
ft his own failings ; and endeavouring, by the 
:ity of his admonitions, to hinder the conta- 
of his example. 

>thing is more unreafonable, however com- 
than to charge a man with hypocniy that ex- 
:s zeal for thofe virtues which he negleds to 
[fe ; fince he may be fincerdy convinced of 
dvantages of conquering his paffions, without 
g yet obtained the victory : as a man may be 
lent of the advantages of a voyage or a jour- 
without having courage or induftry to under- 
take 
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take it ; and may honeMy recommend to 
thofe attempts which he negleds himielf. 

The intereft which the corrupt part of xm 

have in hardening themielves againft every ] 

Co amendment, has diipofed them to give ti 

apparent contradifUons, when they can be pre 

agalnil the caufe of virtue, that weight whic 

will not allow them in any other cafe. Th 

men a£l in oppofition to their interell, v( 

fuppoiing, on other occaiions, that they d 

know it : they fee them give way to the i 

violence of paifion, and foriake the mod ix 

antpurfuits for trivial pleafures; without i 

ning that they have changed their fentimei 

approve their own conduct. In moral or rel 

queftions alone, they reiblve to determine tb 

dments by the adlions, and charge every mai 

endeavouring to impofe upon the world, 

writings are not confirmed by his life ; w 

confidering, that they themfelves negled, or 

die ibmething, etery day, inconfiflently witl 

own fettled opinion i and without difcoverinj 

the condud of the advocates for virtue can 

sncreafe, or lefien die obligation of their dif 

iince argument is .to be invalidated only by 

ment, and is in it^lf of the fame force, wl 

or not it convinces him by whom it is propoi 

Yet, fince this prejudice^ however unreaibi 
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fVSLjs likely to have fome prevalence, it is the 
of every man to take care left he fhould hin- 
he efficacy of his own inibudlions. When he 
es to gain the belief of others, he fhould fhew 
he believes himfelf ; and when he teaches the 
(a of virtue by his reafonings, he fhould, by 
sample, prove its poffibility. Thus much at 
may be required of him, that he fhould not 
irorfe than others becaufe he writes better ; 
imagine, that, by the merit of his genius, he 
claim ibme indulgence beyond mortals of the 
I- daEss, for want of prudence, or negle^ of 
le. 

acMf in his hiflory of the winds, after having 
ed fomething to the imagination as defirable, 
lofes fomething in its place to the reafon as at' 
ible. The fame method may be fbmetimes 
ded in moral endeavours, which this phik>fo- 
* has obferved in natural enquiries : and, ha- 
; firft let pofitive and abfolute excellence before 
we may be pardoned though we fmk down to 
od of neutral ftate ; trjring however to keep 
point always in view, and firuggling not to 
groond, though we cannot gain it. 

t is recorded of Sir Matthew HaJcy that he, for 
ng time, concealed the confecration o^tiimfelf 
lie fhifier duties of religion, left, by {oicvfi ^'^- 
8 and HuuneM a&ion, he fhould btin^ ^^^ '^'^* 
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todifgrace. For the fame reafen, it may be 
dent for a writer, who apprehends that he fhai 
enforce his own rules by his domeftic chara£b 
conceal his name, that he may not injiue the 

There are indeed a far greater namber, n 
curiofity to gain a more familiar knowled{ 
fuccefsRil writers, is not fo much prompted by i 
pinion of their power to improve as to delight j 
who exped from them, not arguments againft 
or diiTertations on temperance 6r jdtice, boti 
of wit, fh-ains of hmnour, and fallies of plea&i 
or at leaft acute remarks, nice diflindtioBS, , 
nefs of fentiment, and elegance of di£lion. 

This expectation is indeed fpecioos and probai 

and yet fuch is the fate of all human hopes, I 

it is very often fruftrated 5 and thofc who raifc 

miration by their books, difguft by their compi 

A man of letters, for the moft part, fpends, in 

privacies of ffaidy, that feafon of life in whi^ 

manners are to be foftened into eafe, and poU 

into elegance ; and, when he has gained knowb 

enough to be reipeded, has nededted the mim 

arts by which he might have pleaied : and, wl 

he enters life, if of a weak and timorous temper, 

is diffident and bafhflil, from the knowledge of 

defers ; or, if he was bom with fpirit and lefi 

tion, he is ferocious and arrogant, from the 

icioufnefs of lus mctil. lit \s t\xk« diffipited 



, The JL A M B L E R. 213 

re of fuperior company, and unable to af- 
his ideai^- recoiled his reading, and arrange 
anient ; or he is hot, and dogmatical, quick 
}iition, and tenacious in defence, difabled 
own violence, and confufed by his hafte to 
h. • 

graces of writing and converfadon are of 
It kinds J and though he who excels in one, 
liave been perhaps equally fuccefsful in the 
with opportunity and application ; yet as 
Dleafe by extemporary talk, who are utterly 
ainted with the more accurate method, and 
.boured beauties, which compofition requires ; 
very pofCble, that men wholly accuflomed 
cs of fhidy, may want that readinefs, con- 
i, and affluence of language, which is always 
d in colloquial entertainment. They may 
ddrefs to watch the hints which converiation 
For the difplay of their particular attain- 

or they may be fo much onfurnifhed with 
on common fubjedls, that difcourfe not pro« 
' literary, glides over them as heterogeneous 

without admitting the^ conceptions to mix 
[drculation. 

a^nfition from an author^s books to his con- 
)n, is too often like an entrance into a large 
fter a diflant profped. RemottVy^ vi^ ^^^ 

. J. P TVO^XV'SI, 
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nothing bat fpires of temples, and turrets < 
laces, and imagine it the xefidence of fplei 
grandeur, and magnificence; but when wc 
paied the gates, we find it peipJexed with i 
fNifikges, difgraoed with defpicable cottages 
barrafled with obflrofiions, and donded 
finoke. 



N**i5« Tuefdayp May 8. 1750. 



?/ quamlt uiiripr intiorum c&pia f ^uauia 

^os auiffus ? ' ' 

Juv. 

r^ Here is no grievance, public or private, of 
whxdi, iince I took upon me the office of 
a periodical monitor, I have received fo 
y or fo earneft complaints, as of the predomi* 
e of play ; of a fatal paflion for cards and 
, which feems to have overturned, not only 
imbition of excellence, but the defire of plea* 
; to have exdnguiihed die flames of the lover, 
ell as of the patriot : and threatens^ in its fur* 
progrefs, to deftroy all dilHndions, both of 
and fex ; to crufh all emulation, but that of 
1 1 to corrupt all thofe clafles of our people, 
fe anceilors have, by their virtue, their induftry* 
.eir parfimony, given them the power of living 
travagance, idlenefs, and vice; and to leave 
I witfaodt kaowledge but of die modiih games, 
without wiihes but for lucky hands. 

have found by long experience, tkax^ikwne ^x^ 
^tcrpiUcs fo hopdcfs as contefta v/v^ ^^ ^^ 

P 2 SKtf»\ 
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fliion ; in which the opponents are not only i 
confident by their numbers, and ftrong by 
union ; but are hardened by contempt of thei 
tagonift ; whom they always look upon as a w 
of low notions, contradled views, mean coi 
fation, and narrow fortune; who envies the e 
tions which hfif cannot reach ; who would g 
embitter the happinefs which his obfcuri^, h 
elegance, or his indigence deny him to pari 
and who has no other end in his advice, thi 
revenge his owh mortifications; to hinder 
whom their birth and tafte have fet above 
from the enjoyment of their fuperiority, ai 
bring them down to a level with himfelf. 

Though I have never found myfelf much a 
cd by this formidable cenfure, which I haw 
curred often enough to be acquainted with it 
force ; yet I fhall, in fome meafure, obviate 
this occafion, by offering very little in my 
name, either of argument or entreaty; fincc 
who fuffer by this general infatuation, may be 
pofed befl able to relate its effedb. 

SIR, 

THere feems to be fo little knowledge 1 
the world, and fo little of that refl< 
pradlifed by which knowledge is to be gained 
I am in doubt, whether I fhall be undeii 
wiien I complain of vraxiX o£ o^^<«^xmmjc^ ^< 
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; or whether a condemnadoiiy which at pre- 
t feems irrevedibley to perpetual ignorance, will 
e any compaffion, either in you, or your readers : 
I will venture to lay my ftate before you i be- 
fe I beliere it is natural to moft minds, to take 
le pleafnre in complaining of evils of which 
y have no reafon to be afhamed. 

' am the daughter of a man of great fortune, 
ofe diffidence of mankind, and perhaps the plea- 
t of continual accumulation, incline him to re- 
i upon his own eftate, and to educate his chil- 
n in his own houfe ; where I was bred, if not 
h the moft brilliant examples of virtue before 

eyes, at leaft remote enough from any incite- 
nts to vice ; and, wanting neither leifure, nor 
)ks, nor the acquaintance of fome perfons of 
rning in the neighbourhood, I endeavoured to 
[uire fuch knowledge as might moft recommend 

to efteem, and thought myfelf able to fupport 
onverfadon upon moft of the (iibjedls which my 
, and my condition, made it proper for me to 
lerftand. 

[ had befides my knowledge, as my manrnia and 
maid told me, a very £ne hce, and elegant 
pe ; and with all thefe advantages had been fe- 
iteen months the reigning toaft for twelve miles 
nd ; and never came to the monthly aiCembVi:^ 
: I heard the old ladies that fat by » V&iAXi^t&a^ 



it 
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it mghi Md weUf and their daughters criti 
my air, my features, or my drefs. 

You know, Mr RamUer, that ambition is 
ral to youth, and cnriofity to underftanding ; 
therefore will hear without wonder, that I ws 
firous to extend my vidories over thofe who j 
give more honour to the conqueror; andt 
found in % country-life, a continual rej^ti 
the famepleafures, which was not fuffident 
up the mind for the prefent, or raife any exf 
tions of the future : and therefore I will conf 
you, that I was impatient for a fig^ of Ae 1 
and filled my thoughts with the difcoveries i 
I fhould make, the triumphs that I fhoold o) 
and the praifes diat I fhould receive. 

At lafl the time came. My aunt, whofe 
band has a feat in parliament, and a place at < 
buried her only child, and fent for me to fi 
^e lofs. The hope that I fhould fo far infii 
myfelf into their favour, as to obtain a coni 
able augmentation of my fortune, procure 
every convenience for my departure, with ; 
expedition; and I could not, amidfl all my t 
ports, forbear fosaac indignation, to fee with 
rcadinefs the natural guardians of my virtua 
me to a ftate, which they thought more hazai 
than it really was, as foon as a new acceffii 
Untune glittered in tktir t^w* 
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ee days I was iipoa the road, and on the 

morning my heart danced at the fight of 

I was &t down at my aunt^s, and enter- 

m the fcenebf adUon. I expelled now, 

!ie age and experience of my aunt, fome lef- 

' prudential condii£l ; but, after the firft civi- 

od firil tears were over, was told, what pity 

to have kept fo fine a girl fo long in the 

r| for that people who did not begin 

ieldom deak their cards handfomely, or 

them tolerably. 

tig peribns are commonly inclined to flight 
laiks and coonfels of their elders. I fmiled 
s with too much contempt ; and was upon 
jit of telling her, that my time had not been 
fuch trivial attainments. Bat I foon found 
dngs are to be eftimated, not by the im- 
se of their effects, but the frequency of 
fe. 

iw days after, my aunt gave me notice, that 
ompany, which fhe had been fix weeks in 
ing, was to meet that evening, and fhe ex- 
ft finer afTembly than had been (een all the 
She expreffed this in the jargon of a 
ef ; and, when I a&ed an explication of her 
yf art, wondered where I had lived. I had 
r fbcuul niy aunt fb incapable of any ttJootL**^ 
da£on, and fo ignorant of evtry ^Sd3sv%« 



.] 
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whether great or little, that I had kyft aU rej 
to her opinion, and drefled myfdf widi great 
pe£bitions of an opportunity to ^^Izy my cha 
among rivals, whofe competition would not 
honour me. Tlie company came in ; and, a 
the cndbry compliments of falntation, alike i 
to the loweft as the higheft onderftaoding, « 
was the refult ? The cards were broke open, 
parties were formed ; the whole n^ht paflU i 
game, upon which the young and old were eqi 
ty employed : nor was I able to attract an eye, 
gain an ear; but, being compelled to play wi 
out fkill, I perpetually embarrafled my para 
and foon perceived the contempt of the whole ti 
gathering upon me. 

I cannot but fufped. Sir, that this odioai 
fhion is produced by a confpiracy of the old, 
ugly, and the ignorant, againft the youi^ i 
beautiful, the witty and gay, as a contrivana 
level all difBndions of nature and of art j to o 
found the world in a chaos of folly ; to take fir 
thoie who could outfhine them, all the advanti 
of mind and body ; to with-hold youth from 
natural pleafures ; deprive wit of its influence, i 
beauty of its charms ; to fix thoie hearts Of 
money, to which we have hitherto been enddi 
to fink life into a tedious uniformity, and to all 
yit DO other hopes, or feaxs, b^t thoie of 
d being robbed. 
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leafed. Sir, to inform thofe of my fex who 
inds capable of nobler fentiments, that, if 
ill unite in vindication of their pleafuret 
:ir prerogatives, they may fix a time, at 
ards (hall ceafe to be in &fhion, or be left 
thofe who have neither beauty to be loved, 
'it to be feared; neither knowledge to 
lor modefty to learn; and who, having 
leir youth in vice, are jufUy condemned to 
teir age in folly. 

Jam, SIR, (^c, 

Clbor A. 



ition will burft my heart, if I do not give 
vent. As you publifh a paper, I infift up- 
lat you infert this in your next, as ever 
e for the kindnefs and encouragement of 
nen of tafte, fpirit, and virtue. I would 

publifhed to the world, how deferving 
e ufed by imperious coxcombs, that hence- 

woman may marry, who has not the pa- 
r Gnzel, Nay, if even Grizel had been 

to a gamefter, her temper would never 
d out. A wretch that lofes his good-hut 
id humanity along with hb money, and 
allow enough from his own extravagances 
rt a woman of fafhion in the neceflary a^^^^^ 
tits of life. — ^Why does not lie em^Vyj V\% '^^ 



121 The R A M B L E R. 

wift kead to make a figure in parliament, 
eStaXc, and get a title ? Tkat would be fittc 
mailer of a family, than rattling a noify di 
and then he might indulge his wife in a f( 
expences and elegant diverfions. 

What if I was unfortunaCe at BragP^ 
he not have flaid to fee how luck would 
other time ? Inftead of that, what does h< 
picks a quarrel, upbraids me with lofs of 
abufes my acquaintance, ridicules my p] 
infults my underftanding ? fays, forfooth, 
men have not heads enough to play with a 
but dolls ; and that they fhould be emj 
things proportionable to their underflandii 
at home, and mind ^mily-affairs. 

I do fby at home. Sir, and all the tow 
I am at home every Sunday. I have had 
this winter, and fent out ten packs of cai 
vitations to private parties. As for man: 
I am fure he cannot call me extravagant, 
do not mind my family. The children sli 
nurie in villages, as cheap as any two lit 
can be kept ; nor have I ever feen them i 
he has no trouble about them. The fcrv 
all at board-wages. My own dinners co 
the Ihatch^ihoufe ; and I have never paid 
for any thing I have bought fince I was 
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)r play, I do think I may indeed indulge in 
now I am my own miftrefs. Fappa made me 
ge at Whift till I was tired of it ; and, far 
wanting a head, Mr Hoyk^ when he had not 
[ me above forty leHbns, faid, I was one of 
)eft fdiolafs. I thought then with myfelf, 
if once I was at liberty, I would leave play, 
take to reading romances ; things fo forbid- 
at our houfe, and fo railed at, that it was 
flible not to fancy them very charming. 

fortunately, to fave me from abfolute un- 
ilnefs, juft as I was married, canie dear 

into fafhion ; and ever fmce it has been the 
f my life ; fo eafy, fo chearful and carclefs, 
dd of thought, and fo genteel ! Who can 
loving it ? Yet the perfidious thing has ufed 
ery iU of late, and to-morrow I fhould have 
ged it for Faro, But, oh f this deteftable to- 
Dwj a thing always expefttid, and never 
I. — ^Within thefe few hours muft I be dragged 
the country. The wretch. Sir, left me in a 
vrhich his threatenings had occafioned, and 
TcifuUy ordered a poft-chaife. Stay I can- 
for money I have none, and credit I cannot 
-But I will make the monkey play with me 
|uet upon the road for all I want. I am al- 
fure to beat him ; and his debts of honour 
m he will pay. Then who can tell but I 
IHU come back, and conquer Lady Packer ? 

CL2 ^*«> 



•I 
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Sir, you need not print this laft fch^mei and fl^ 
on fecond thoughts you may.— Ohdiftradkmf 
the poft-chaife is at the door. Sir, pnblifh ^Ad 
you will ; only let it be printed without a name. 



'N^i^. 



i s- - 




N» 1 6. Saturday y May 12. 1 756* 



Multis dicendi cofid torrens^ 
fua mortifera efi facundia. 



Juv. 
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\M the modeft young man whom you fin 
iroured with your advice in a late paper : and, 
as I am very far froni fuipedling that you fore- 
:he numberlefs inconveniencies which I have^ 
allowing it| brought upon myfelf, I will lay my 
[tion open before you ; fox you Teem bound to 
rate me from the perplexities in which your 
R^l^ however innocent in the intention, has in« 
:d me. 

If" 
)M told me, as you thought, to my comfort, 

I writer might eafily find means of introdu* 

his genius to die world, for the prefs of Eng" 

was open. This I have now &tally experien* 

The prefs is indeed ojJen : 
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F acilis defcenfus An)erm\ 
NoSes atjue dies fatit atri janua Ditis. 

The means of doing hurt to oorfelves are 
at hand. I immediately fent to a print 
contradled with him for an imprefiion of 
thoufands of my book. While it was at th 
I was feldom abfent from the printing-houf 
continually urged the workmen to hafte, b} 
tations, promifes, and rewards. From the 
other pleafuies were excluded, by the delight 
ployment of correcting the fheets ; and fr 
night fleep was generally baniftied, by antid; 
of the happineis which every hour was b] 
nearer. 

At lad: the dme of publication approache 
my heart beat with the raptures of an autb 
was above all litde precautions ; and, in di 
of envy, or of criticifm, fet my name i^ 
title ; without fafHdently confidering, tha 
has once paifed the prefs, is irrevocable ; ai 
though the printing-houfe may properly be 
pared to the infernal regions, for the facilit] 
entrance^ and the difficulty with which auth 
turn fh>m it ; yet there is this difference, 
great genius can never return to his formei 
by a happy draught of the waters of oblivio 

• 

I am now, Mr Ramller, Vxiwjiw \x> \i^ 
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}r I and am condemned, irreverfibly condemned, 

all the miferies of high reputation. The firft 

>rning after publication, my friends affembled a- 

nt'me. I prefented each, as is ufual, with a co- 

of my book. They looked into the firft pages ; 

t were hindered, by their admiration, from read** 

i; farther. The firit pages are indeed very ela- 

rate. Some pafiages they particularly dwelt up« 

, as more eminently beautiful than the reft i 

d fome more delicate fbokes, and fecret elegan- 

!S, I pointed out to them, which had efcaped their 

fenratk)n. I then begged of them to forbear 

sir compliments ; and invited them, as I could 

t do lefs, to dine with me at a tavern. ' After 

iner, the book was refumed : but their praiies 

Y often fo much overpowered my modeffy, that 

as forced to put about the glafs ; and had of- 

no means of repreffing the clamours of their 

iration, but by thundering to the drawer for 

ler bottle. * 

?ct morning another fet of my acquaintance 

itulated me upon my performance, with fuch 

:unity of praife, that I was again forced to 

; their civilities by a treat. On the third 

ad yet a greater number of applauders to 

lence in the fame manner. And, on the 

hofe whom I had entertained the firil day, 

ain, having, in the pcrufal of tkt tetivaiTir 

of the book, difcovered fo many ioiciM^ft 
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fentences and mafierly toochesy that it wa: 
poflible for me to bear the repedtioa of their 
xnendations. I therefore perftKlded them 
more to adjourn to the tavern, and chuie 
other liibjedU on which I might fhare in the 
verfation. But it was not in their power to ' 
hold their attention from my perfbrmance, v 
had fo entirely taken pofTeifion of their m 
that no intreaties of mine could change thd 
pic ; and I was obliged to (Hfle, with daret, 
praife which neither my modefty could hinder 
my uneafmefs reprefs, 

The whole week was thus fpent in a kind ( 
terary revel ; and I havt now found, that not 
is fo expenfive as great abilities, unlefs diei 
joined with them an infatiable eagernefs of pr 
for, to efcape from the pain of hearing myfclj 
alted above the great^ft names, dead and livin 
the learned .world, it has already coft mc 
hogfheads of port, fifteen gallons of arrac, 
dozen of claret, and Hv^ and forty bottles of ch 
pagne. 

I was rerdved to flay at home no longer; 
therefore rofe early, and went to the cofFee-ho 
but found, that I had now made myfelf too emi 
for happinefs, and that I was no longer to o 
the pleaiure of mixing, upon equal terms, with 
rcH of the worl(J. As toQit ?^ I ^ntcr the ro 
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I fee part of the company raging with envy ; which 
they endeavour to conceal^ fometimes with the ap- 
pearance of laughter, and fometimes with that of 
contempt : but the diiguife is fuch, that I can dif- 
cover the fecret rancour of their hearts j and, as en- 
vy is defervedly its own punifhment, I frequently 
indulge myfelf in tormenting them with my pre- 
&nce. 

But though there may be feme flight fatisfadioii 
ieceived from the mortification of my enemies, yet 
Jny benevolence will not fufFcr me to take any plea- 
sure in the terrours of my friends . I have been cau- 
tious, fince the appearance of my work, not to give 
myfelf more premeditated airs of fuperiority, than 
the moft rigid humility might allow. It is indeed 
not impoflible that I may fometimes have laid down 
my opinion; in a manner that fhewed a confciouf- 
liefs of my ability to maintain it, or interrupted the 
converfatiort, when I faw its tendency; without 
fufferingthe fpeaker to wafte his time in explaining 
his fentiments ; and indeed I did indulge my{elf 
for two days in a cuftom of drumming with my 
fingers, when the company began to lofe them- 
ielves in absurdities, or to encroach upon fubje^ls 
which I knew them unqualified to dilcoTs. But I 
generally adled with great appearance of refreft, 
even to thofe whofe ftupidity I pitied in my heart. 
Yet, notwithftanciing this exemplary mode.ivxX\Ci\i, 
/b unJver/kl Is the dread of uucomuvoii ^N^et^, 
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and fach the unwillingnds of mankind to 
wifer, that I have now for iome days foun 
ihunned by all my acquaintance. If I ki 
door, no body is at home ; if I enter a coffi 
I have the box to myfelf. I live in the t 
a lion in his deiart» or an eagle on^hi$ re 
great for friendfliip or fodety J andcondc 
folitnde, by onhappy elevation and dread 
dancy. . 

Nor is my charaAer only formidable i 
but boxdenfome to myfelf. I naturally lo' 
withodt much thinking, io fcatter my mei 
random, and to relax my thoughts with 
remarks and fanciful images. But fuch i 
importance of my opinion, that I am afi 
fer it, left, by being eftablifhed too haf 
maxim, itfhould be the occaiion of errc 
the nation ; and fiich is the expectation w 
I am attended wlM^I ^ni going to fpea 
frequently paufepSefleft, whether wha 
bout to utter, is worthy of myfelf 

This, Sir, is fufficiently miferable : bu 
ftill greater calamities behind. You muft •! 
how men of parts have had their clofets ; 
their cabinets broke open, at the inftiga 
ratical bookfellers, for die profit of th< 
and it is apparent, that there are many ] 
fold in the ftiops, of mwvvjViom^wk^^xv: 
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tting for that purpofe, and whofe likenefles 
have been certainly ftoln, when their names 
: their faces vendible. Thefe confiderations 
ft put me on my gaard : and I have indeed 
1 fufficient reafon for my caution ; for I have 
vered many people examining my countenance, 
a curiofity that (hewed their intention to draw 
[ immediately left the houfe, but find the fame 
iriour in another. 

hcr» may be perfecuted, but I am haunted. I 
good reaibn to believe, that eleven painters 
ow dogging me ; for they know, that he >vho 
ret my face firft, will make his fortune. I often 
ge my wig, and wear my hat over my eyes, 
hich I hope fomewhat to confound them; for 
enow it is not fair to fell my face, without ad- 
ig me to fhare the proHt, 

im however not fo much flhun for my face, 
: my papers ; which I darMKther carry with 
nor leave behind. I have indeed taken fome 
jres for their prefervation, having put them in 
on chefl, and fixed a padlock upon my clofet* 
inge my lodgings five times a week, and al* 
remove at the dead of night, 

lus I live, in confequence of having given too 
proofs of a predominant genius, m \iv^ WC\- 
of a hermit, the anxiety of amifct, ?acv^x)cvfe 
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caution of an ondtw; afraid to ihew my fiee; 
it flionld be copied ; afraid to fpeak, Idft I ii 
ipjine mf charafter» and to write» left mj 
|efpondaits fltonld ppUifli my letters I alwayi 
cafy left my fervapti ihoqldfteal my papen ft 
iake of money, or my friends for diat of the; 
lie. This it is to foar above tke reft of maniK 
^md this reprefentation I lay beibrp yon^ th 
may be informed how to divieft myfidf of the 
rels, which are fo cu^lberfome to ^ wearer; 
^efcend to the enjoyment of that q|iift» i 
which I find a writfr of the firl^cfafi fi> fiitallj 



# 
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Sffimn certafacft. 



Luc AN« 



[T is recorded of feme eaftem monarch, that 
he ke^^t an officer in his houfe> whofe employ-^ 
ment it was, to remind him of his mortality, 
>y calling out every morning, at a iUted hour, 
Imemhery Princiy that thou Jhalt dyi. And the 
ontemplation of the frailnefs and uncertainty of 
m prefent ftate, appeared of fo much importance; 
oSohm oi Athens y that he left this precept to fa« 
ure ageS;^ Ktef thinf eyejixed^fm the^ end of lift. 






A Sequent and attentive prolped of that hour 
i^hich muft put a period to all our fchemes, and 
leprive ps of all our acquiiidons, is indeed of the 
itmoft efficacy to the juft and rational difpofition 
if our affairs, and the wife and happy regulation 
four lives ; nor would ever any thing wicked, or 
>ften any thing abfurd, be undertaken or profecu- 
;d by him who ihould begin every day with a ie- 
Ipus reflefUon, that he is bom to die. 
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The great diftarbers of our happinefs in Ail 
world, are, oordefires, our griefs, andourfbiiH 
and to all thefe the frequent confideradon of dca&j 
is a certain and adequate remedy. Think {bp] 
Epi£ietus) frequently on poverty, banifhment, aod 
death ; and thou wilt then never indulge any fiiK 
lent defire, or give up thy heart to any mean &if 
timent; uJ^i^ ^Jli-jili Tt/meah u^v^jA^^ in 
iydU9 iTf-du/xn^-ft/; Tim* 

That the maxim of F^\9^^u0^ 1» Am&uJWI on jol 
obfervation, will eafily be granted, when we «- 
fleft, how that vehemence of eagernefi after tk 
common objcds of purfuit is kindled in oar mindi. 
We reprefent to ourfelves the pleafuresof fomefi- 
ture pofTeifion, and fuffer ourfelves to dwell attes- 
tively upon it, till it has wholly engrofTed onr ima- 
gination, and permits us not to conceive any odier 
happinefs than its attainment, or any other voaSof 
than its lofs ; evqy other fatisfadtion which die 
bounty of Provijpice has fcattered over life, is 
neglcflcd as inconfiderablc in comparifon of Ac 
great objeft which we have placed before 0Si 
thrown from us as encumbering our aSivity, OC 
tiampled under foot as Handing in our way. 

Every man has experienced how much of tU 

ardour has remitted, when a iharp or tedious fick* 

nefs has fet death before his cyts. The exteafivi 

inBuencc of greatnefs, t^e ^xxci oi viciaSsik^ A 
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adfes of admirers, and the attendance of fuppll- 
nts, have appeared vain and empty things, when 
c laft hour has feemed to be approaching. And 
e fame appearance they would always have, if 
c fame thought was always predominant. We 
odd then find the abfurdity of ftretching out our 
ms inceifantly to grafp that which we cannot 
iep ; and wearing out our lives in endeavours to 
Id new turrets to the fabric of ambition, when 
e foundation itfelf is fhaking, and the ground on 
liich it (lands is mouldering away. 

All envy is proportionate to defire. We arc un- 
fy at the attainments of another, according as we 
ink our own happinefs would be advanced by the 
cumulation of that which he with-holds froni( 
; ; and therefore, whatever deprefles immoderate 
ifties, will, at the fame time, fet the heart free . 
om the corrofion of envy, andexempt us from 
at vice which is above moil o^B^ormenting to. 
irfelves, hateful to the world, tBb productive of 
can artifices and fordid projefts. He that con- 
fers how foon he muft clofe his life, will find no- 
ing of fo much importance as to clofe it well ; 
.d will therefore look with indifference upon what- 
er is ufeiefs to that purpofe. Whoever refle£ls 
:qaently upon the uncertainty of his own dura- 
^n, will eafily find out, that the (late of others 
not more permanent ; and that v/Vval t^xv co^- 
* nothing on lumfelf very defira\Ae, c^tvxvqx.^o 

xkvxOkv 
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mtich improve the condition of a rivals as 
bim in any great degree fuperior to the 
whom he has carried a prize too mean to 
very obflinate oppofition. 

' Even griefy that paffion to which the 

And tender mind is more particularly fubjc 

be obviated or alleviated by the fame re 

It will be obviated, if all the bleilings of c 

dition are enjoyed with a conflant fenfe of 

certain tenure by which they are held. If 

member, that whatever we poflefs is to b< 

hands but a very little time; and confider, 

Jittle which our moft lively hopes can proi 

inay be made lefs by ten thoufand dcciden 

^all not much repine at a lofs, of which we 

^cftimatc the value ; but of which, though \ 

not tell the leaft amount, we know, with fu 

certainty, the ff|Mteft, and are convinced t 



e jn^ti 



greated is not^^pi to be regretted. 

But if any paflion has fo much ufurped c 
derltanding, as not to fuiFer us to enjoy c 
vantages with that moderation which is prei 
by reafon and by virtue, it is not too late to 
tliis remedy, when we find ourfelves finking 
forrow, and inclined to pine for that whicl 
recovcrably vanifhed. We may then ufefu 
voh^e the uncertainty of our own condition 
thj filly cf lamentinj t\vA.t ^YOvaN\\\v:V, \i 
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a little longer^ we flioald Qurfidyes have |)eeii 
n away. 

1th regard to the fharpei} and mod melting 
w, that which arifes from the lofs of thofe 
m we h^ve loved with tendernefs^ it may be 
rved, that fiiendfhip between mortals can be 
ra£ted on no other terms, dian that one muft 
(time mourn for the other's death ; and that 
grief will always yield to the furvivor one con- 
ion proportionate to his afHidion ; for the pain» 
tever it be. that he himfelf feels, his friend ha^ 
ped, 

or is fear» die moil overbearing and refiftlefs 
11 pur pailions, lefs to be temperated by this 
erfal medicine of the mind. The frequent 
emplation of death, as it fhpws the vanity of 
limnan good, difcovers likewife the lightneis 
11 terrefb^al evil ; which opr(ainly can lafl no 
er than the fubjed pppn which it ads, and 
:h, according to the old obfervation, muft be 
:er, as it ^s more violent. The mpil cruel ca- 
ty which misfortune can produce, muil, by 
neceffity of nature, be quicklj^at an end. The' 
cannot long be held in prifon ; but will fly a« 
y and leave a lifelefs body to human malice \ 

--^-Rideffitfe/ifi fudHria trunci^ 
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The ntmoft that we can threaten to one 
ther, is that death, which indeed we may pr 
tate, but cannot retard ; and ^m which, \ 
foTC, it cannot become a wife man to haj 
prievc at the expence of his virtue ; fince he I 
jiot how fmall a portion of time he can jmrc 
which, whether (hort or long, will be mad 
valuable by the remembrance of the pyice by i 
it has been obtained. He is fure that he defbo 
happinefs, but is not fare that he lengthens hi 

The known fhortnefs of life, as it ought t 
derate our paflions, may likewife, with equa 
priety, contraft our deilgns. There is not 
for the moft forcible genius and moft a6live ind 
^o extend its effe6ls beyond a certain ^heie. 
projed the conqueft of the world, feems to I 
madnefs of fome mighty princes j to hope fi 
cellence in every fcience, has been the folly of 
men of uncommon genius : and both have 
at laft, that they have panted for a height oi 
nence denied to humanity ; and have loft 
opportunities of making themfelves ufeful anc 
py, by a vain ambition of obtaining a fpc< 
honour, which the eternal laws of Prpvidena 
placed beyond the reach of man. 

The mifcarriages of the great defigns of p 
are recorded in the hiftories of the world 
when they are read, aie o^ "VIvxCl^ m^^ xa >&i 
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>f Mankind, who feem very little interefled in ad- 
uoiiitions againft errours which they cannot corn- 
out. Bot the fate of literary ambition is a proper 
ixbjedl for every fcholar to confider, who has had 
>cca£on to regret the diffipation of great abilities 
11 a boundlefs multiplicity of purfuits ; to lament 
ilie fudden defertion of many excellent deiigns^ 
Lpon the offer of fbme other fubjedl, made more' 
nviting by its novelty ; and to obferve the inaccu- 
acy and deficiencies of works left unfinifhed by 
00 great an extenfion of the plan; 

It is always pleaiing tb obferve^ how mucb 
Qore o<ir minds can conceive, than our bodies can 
»crfbnn ; yet it is our duty, while we continue in 
his complicated flate, to regulate one part of our 
lompofition by fome regard to the other; We are 
iXK to indulge our corporeal appetites with plca- 
bres that impair our intellcdlual vigour, lior gra- 
iiy our minds with fchemes which we know our 
ires muft fail in attempting to exectite. The un- 
ertainty of our duration ought at once to fet 
iounds to our defigns, and add incitements to our 
iduib*y; and when we £nd ourfelves inclined 
ither to immenfity in our fchemes, or fluggifhnefs 
X our endeavours, we may either check or ^ni- 
:xate ourfelves, by recollefting, \vith die father of 
Ixyfic, that art is lottgy and life isjhort^ 

S z 1:fV>\^. 
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Illic matre car efit thus 
Privighis mulier temperdt innocens f 
Nee dot at a regit 'virum 
Coft/ux, nee nitido Jidit adultero. 

Dos efi magna parentium 
Virtus f et metuens alterius tori 

Certo fcedere cajiitas. 



THere is no obfervation more 
made by fuch as employ the 
furveying the conduft 6f man! 
that marriage, though the didlate of n 
the inftitution of Providence, is yet ver 
caufe of mifery ; arid that thdfe tvho 
that flate, can feldom forbeaf to expref 
pentance of the folly, and their envy of tl 
either chance or caution has with-held 

» 

This general unhappiriefs has given < 

many fage maxims among the ferious, 

fmart remarks among the gay. The m 

the writer of epigrams have equally fhowj 

titles upon it. Some \cs^^ Y^m^iix^^, 
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kia^c ridiculed it; But, as the faculty of writing 
has been, in all ages, chiefly a mafculinc endow- 
ment, the reproach of making the worid miferable 
^as been almoft always thrown upon the women ; 
and the grave and the merry have equally thought 
themfelves at liberty to conclude, either with de- 
clamatory complaints or fatyrical cenfures of fe- 
male folly or fickienefs, ambition or cruelty, ex- 
travagance or lufl. 

Led by fiich a number of examples, and incited 
by my fhare in the common intcreft, I have fome- 
times ventured to confider this univerfal grievance, 
having endeavoured to diveft my heart of all par- 
tiality, and place myfelf as a kind of neutral being 
between the (exes ; whofe clamoars, if we attend 
only to the world pafling before us, being equally 
loud, and vented oh both fides with all the vehe- 
mence of diftreis, all the apparent confidence of 
juftice, and all the indignation of injured virtue, 
feem therefore entitled to equal regard. The men 
have, indeed, by their fuperiority of writing, been 
able to colledl the evidence of many ages, and raife 
prejudices iri their favour by the venerable tefti- 
monies of philofbphers, hidorians, and poets. But 
the pleas of the ladies appeal to pafHons of more 
forcible operation than the reverence of antiquity. 
If they have not fo great names on their fide, they 
have ftronger arguments. It is to little pun^oCe^ 
^SLt Sffcratts OT Euripides are proiuc^di 2k.^ivDSL'^ofc 
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ligKs of foftndsy and the tears of beauty. Tk 
moft frigid and inexorable judge would, at leafc 
ftand iuipended between equal powers ; as Lacm 
was perplexed in the determination of the cavlci 
where the deities were on one ilde, and Quo on tb 
other. 

But I9 who have long ihidied the fevereft ui 
mofl ab(h-a£ted philofophy, have now^ in the cool 
maturity of life, arrived to fuch command over mj 
pafiions, that I can hear the vociferations of either 
fex, without catching any of the fire from thofe 
that utter them. For I have found, by long expe-. 
hence, that a man will fometimes rage at his wifi^ . 
when in reality his mifbefs has offended him; in4 
a lady complain of the cruelty of her hiifluui4j 
when (he has no other enemy than bad cards, I 
do not fuf&r myfelf now to be any longer impoied 
upon by oaths on one fide, or fits on the othaj 
nor, when the hufband retires to punch, and th^ 
lady to citron-water, am I always confident thtt 
they are driven to it by their miieries ; fince I have 
fometimes reafon to believe, that they purpofe not 
fo much to foothe their forrows, as to animate their 
fury. But how little credit foever may be given to 
particular accufations, the general accumulation of 
the charge fhews, with too much evidence, that 
married perfons are not very often advanced in fc^ 
^licity ; and therefore it may be no improper cnqniiy 
^^pcaminc, at what avfctivwi^ to taacwj w^ Vm» 
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:dc their way into the world. With this purpofe» 
lave reviewed the lives of many of my friends 
.0 have been leail faccefsful in connubial con* 
As ; and attentively coniidered by what motives 
y were incited to marry, and by what principles 
J regulated their choice. 

One of the firft of my acquaintances that re* 
ved to quit the unfettled thoughdeis condition 
a bachelor, was Prudentius ; a man of flow 
rtSy but not without knowledge, or judgment, 
things which he had leifure to confider gradu- 
y before he determined them, Whenever we , 
t at a tavern, it was his province, to fetde the 
teme of our entertainment, contrad with the 
A, and inform us when we had called for 
ae to die faiii originally propofed. This grave 
ifiderer found, by deep meditation, that a man 
A no lofer by marrying early, even though he 
atented himfelf with a lefs fbrtnne : for eftima* 
g the exa6l worth of annuities, he found, that, 
nfidering the cbnflant diminution of the value of 
ly with the probable fall of the intereft of money, 
was not worfe to have ten thoufand pounds at 
t age of two and twenty years, than a much 
^er fortune at thirty ; for many oppoi;tunities, 
f% he, occur of improving money, which if a man 
ifles, he may not afterwards recover. 

F^IJ ofthcfe reSe&iQX^Sf he threw Vii* eye% ibc^ 
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]|^ ; not in fearch of beaoty, or deganc 
dignity, or underftanding ; but of a womaii 
ten thoufknd pounds. Such a woman, in a 
thy part of the kingdom, it was not very di 
to find ; and by artful management with h( 
ther, whofe ambition was to make his dan 
a Gentlewoman, my ^end got her, as he Ix 
to us in confidence two days after his mar 
for a fettlement of fevcnty three pounds a-ye* 
than her fortune might have claimed, and 4efi 
Jie would himfelf have given, if the fools had 
but wife enough to condp<fl their bargain. 

Thus, fit once delighted with tjie. fqperior 
his parts, and the augmentation of his foi 
he carried Furia to his own houfe ; in whi( 
never afterwards enjoyed one hour of happ: 
For Furia w^s a wretch of mean intelle^, vi 
paffions, a ftrong voice, and low education ; ' 
out any fcnfe of happinefs, but that which 
filled in eating, and counting money. Furit 
a fcold. They agreed in the defire of we 
but with this difference, that Prudentlus wa 
growing rich by gain, Furia by parfunony. 
dentins would venture his money with the ch; 
very much in his favour ; but F^ria very'wifel] 
ferved, that what they had was, while they h 
their (ywtty thought all traffic too great a ha 
znd was for putting it out at low intcreft, 
^ood /ecurity. Tr^^diniiui \wXMjt^^> "Ww^xe 
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a fhipy at a very unreafbnable price ; birt 
ning to lofe His money^ was fo tormented 
he clamours of his wife, that he neVer durft 
ecoild experiment. He has now grovelled 
and fortyyears under FttnWs direction ; whd 
ver mentioned him, fince his bad luck> by 
her name tHan that of the enfuren 

« * . . 

; next that married from our fbciety» was 
ius. He happened to fee dZfffyretta in a 
t at a horfe-race ; danced with htr at nighty 
as 'confirmed in his firft ardour | waited on 
xt morningv and declared himfelf her lover. 
iui had not knowledge enough of the world,' 
nguifh between the flutter of coquetry, and 
ighthnefs of wit J or between the finile of al- 
nt, and that of chearfulnefs: He was foon 
from his rapture, by convidUon that his 
e was but the pleafure of a day. Zephyretta 
four and twenty hours fpent her flock of 
e, gone round the circle of her airs, and 
thing remaining for him, but childilh infi- 
i or for herfelf, but the pradice oi the fame 
s upon new men ; by which fhe is every day 
ig contempt upon them both. 

^ ... 

ffus was a man of parts, capable of enjoy- 

d of improving life. He had pafTed through 

ious fcenes of gaiety, with that indifferei^cft.^ 

^ITenion of himfelf, natural to men wVoV-aNt 



\ 
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fomething higher and nobler in their profpeS. He 
retired to fpend the ftimmer in a village little fie- 
qnented ; where happening to lodge in the fame 
Iroufe with lanthcy he was unavoidably drawn td f 
fdme acquaintance, which her wit and politendi 
foon invited him to improve. Having no opp(r 
tunity of any other company, they were ahrays 
together ; and, as they owed their pleafUres to 
each otherj they began to forget that any pfcar 
fure was enjoyed before their meeting. Mt&fii^ 
ftom being delighted with her company, qoiddf 
began to be uneafy in her abfence ; and beii^fii^ 
iiciently convinced of the merit of her underftand- 
ing, and finding, as he imagined, fuch a omfer- 
mity of temper as declared them formed for euk 
other, he addreffcd her as a lover, after no very 
long conrtlhip obtained her for his wife, and broi^ht 
her next winter to town in triumph. 

Now began their infelicity. MtUJfus \iiA odif 
"feen her in one fcene, where there was no varietf 
of- objects to produce the proper excitements t9 
contrary deiires. They had both loved folitode 
and refiedlion, where there was nothing but fo- 
litude and reiieflion to be loved. But when thef 
came into public life, lartthe difcovered thofe paf- 
fions which accident, rather than hypocrify, hadhi- 
theito concealed. She was, indeed, not withoat 
the power of thinking ; for that he would htfe 
<Ictc6icd ; but was wlvoWy mtVioxiX.^^ ^Yst^ods^^ 
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that power, when cither gaiety or ^endour played 
on her imagination. She was expenfive in her 
diverfions, vehement in her paffions, infatiate of 
fitaiarc however dangerous to her reputation, and 
eager of applaufe by whomibever it coold be given. 
This was the wife which MiUJfiu the philofopher 
Ibond in his retirement, and from whom he ex- 
peded an afibciate in his fiudies, and an aifiilant to 
jbis viitoes. 

Frofaftusy upon the death of his younger bro- 
ther, that the family might not be extin£^, married 
liis houfekeeper $ and has ever iince been com- 
plaining to his friends, that mean notions are in- 
itilled into his children, that he is afhamed to fit at 
his own table, and that his houfe is uneafy to him 
for ivanf of fuitable companions. 

A*varo^ matter of a very large cftate, took a 
woman of bad reputation, recommended to him 
by a rich uncle, who n^de that marriage the 
pbndidpn on which he fhould be his heir, jivaro 
now wonders to perceive ^ own fortune, his 
wife^s, and his uncle's, infuificient to give him 
that happinefs, which is to be found only with a 
>ypman of virtue. 

I intend to treat in more papers on this import- 
^t article of life ; to recount the reaCotis vJ\^k\v 
\xiAucBced, not only others among xay ^i\^TA<b> 
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bat likewife fome ladies whom I have known, is 
the choice of an infeparable companion; and gifs 
account of other caufes which have dilappointed 
the hope of lovers. I fhall therefore make nore- 
flcflion upon thefe hiflories, except that all whom 
I have mentioned, failed to obtain happinefi, for 
want of confidering, that marriage is the firidel 
lye of perpetual friendfhip ; that' there can be no 
friendfhip without confidence, and no confideooB 
without integrity ; and that he therefore muft O- 
pcd to be wretched, who pays to beauty, ridia» 
or politeuefs, that regard which only virtue Ipl 
piety c;in juftly claim. 



N^ip. Tuefday^ May 22. 1754^. 



Pum te caujidicumy dum te modo rhetora Jingts^ 
Et noh decemisy Taure, quid efi 'velis, 

Peleos et Priami tr unfit y vel Nefioris atas, 
Et firum fiierat jam tibi definere.' 

Ejtty agiy rumpe moras ^ quo tefpeSahimus ufyue? 
Dum quid^ duhitas, jam pot es effe nihil. 

Mart, 



IT is never without very melancholy refle£Uons, 
that we can obferve the mifcondud or mif- 
carriage of thoie men» who feem» by the force 
>f underftanding or extent of knowledge, ex- 
mipted from the general frailties of human nature, 
Lnd privileged from the common infelicities of life, 
fkougk the world is crouded with fcenes of calar 
nity^ we look for the moil part upon the gene- 
al mafs of wretchednefs with very little regard ; 
4^d fix our eyes ppon the ftate of particular per- 
bnsy whom the eminence of their qualities marks 
»ut from the multitude : as, in reading an account 
»f a battle, we feldom refled on the vulgar heaps 
>f flaughter ; but follow the hero, with our whole 
attention, throagh all the varieties of Yiis iot^x^^ 
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without a though^ of the thoofai^ds th; 
round him. 

With the fame kind of anxious 
have, for many years, been making 
on the life of Pofyfhilus ; a man whoi 
qnaintances have, from his firft appe: 
worldj feared for the quicknefs of his 
and admired for the mqldplicity of his 
but whofe progrefs in life, and whofe 
mankind^ has perhaps been hinder 
perfluity of his kngwledge, and th^ c 
mind, ^ 

Polyphilus was remarkable at the fc 
paffing all his companions, without ai 
plication ; and at the univerfity was 
equally for his fuccefsful progrefs, as 
the rough and thorny mazes of fci< 
fmooth and flowing paths of polite 
without any fbid confinement to ho 
or any remarkable forbearance of 
amufements of young men. 

When Pofyphiks was a^ the age i 
ufually chuie their profeflion, and pr 
ter into a public charadter, every ac 
was fixed upon him ; and all were ci 
quire, what this univerfal genius wo 
/c>rdiccanploymeiitofbu\ik\ ^ixidi 
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bat diat he would leave all his contempo^- 
>eluiid him ; and mount to the higheft ho- 
>£ that dafs in which he fhould enlift himielf^ 
t thofe delays and paafes which muft be al- 
ndured by meaner abilities. 

Muff though by ilo means idblent or af- 
;, had been fofficiently encouraged, by un- 
pted fuccefsy to place great confidence in his 
irts ; and was not below his companions in 
lulgence of his hopes, and expefbuion of 
onifhment with which the world would be 
when firft his lufbe ihould break out upon 
r coold he help (for whom does hot confbmt 
' intoxicate ?) to join fometimes in die mirth 
liends, at the fuddeh difappearance of thofe, 
laving ihone a while, and drawn the eyes of 
iblic upon their ieeble luftre, were now 
d to fade away before him. 

natural for a man, to catch advantageous 
s of the condition, which thole widi whom 
verfes are ftrlving to attain. Pofyfhilui^ in 
ble to LoMdon, fell accidentally among the 
ans ; and was fo much pleafed with the pro* 
f turning philofophy to profit, and fb highly 
ted wifh a new theory of fevers, which dart- 
» his imagination, and which, after having 
:red it a few hours, he found himC^VE ^k^&^i^i 
lin SLga'mft slU the advocates far x!i\e %sloc^ 
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(yftcm, that he refolved to apply himfdf to 
tomy, botany, and chemiffay ; and to leave i 
part uhcohqueredy either of the animal, minen 
Or vegetable kingdoms. 

He therefore read authors, confhii6led iyftcflK 
^d tried experiments. But unhappily, as lie wi 
going to fee a new plant in flower at Cbelfat^ \ 
met^ in croffing IVefimnfitr to take water, tk 
Chancellor's coach. He had the cnripiky to ft! 
low him into the hall ; where a remarkable cad 
happened to be tried; and found himfelf ablet 
produce fo many arguments, whil^h the lawyers ht 
omitted on both /ides, that he determined to qui 
phyiic for a profeffion, in which he found it wool 
be fo eafy to excel ; and which promifed highf 
honours and larger profits, without melancholy it 
tendance upon mifery, mean fubmiffion to' peevilli 
nefs, and continual interruption of reft and pld 
fure. 

He immediately took chambers in the Ja^ 
bought a common-place book, and confined hiffl 
felf for fome months to the perufal of the ftatntes 
year-books, pleadings, and reports. He was i 
conftant hearer of the proceedings in the coortSi 
and began to put cafes with reafonable accoracf* 
But he foon difcovered, by confidcring the fbrtuai 
of lawyers, that preferment was not to be got bf 
.^cntcnefs, learning, axA dcic^ca^. 'V^^^^'Sf^* 
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.d by the abfurdities of attorneys, and mifre- 
ntations made by his clients of their own 
s ; by the afelefs anxiety of one, and the in- 
It importunity of another. He began to rc- 
of having devoted himfelf to a ftudy, which 
b narrow in its comprehenfion, which could 
• carry his name to any other country ; and 
rht it unworthy of a man of parts^ to fell his 
inly for money. The barrennefs of his fel- 
Ludents forced him generally into other com-<> 
, at his hours of entertainment ; and, among 
uieties of converfation through which his cu^- 
r was daily wandering, he, by chance, mingled 
tavern with fome intelligent officers of the 
A man of letters was eafily dazzled with 
liety of their appearance, and foftened into 
ek by the politenefs of their addrefs. He 
'ore cultivated this new acquaintance : snd 

he faw how readily they found, in every 
, admiilion and regard, and how familiarly 
ningled with every rank and order of men, 
gan to feel his heart beat for military ho* 
; and Wjondered how the prejudices of the 
*fity ihould make him fo long infeniible of 
mbition, which has fired fo many hearts in 
age ; and negligent of that calling which is, 

all others, univerfally and invariably illu- 
;, and which gives even to the exterior ap- 
nce of its profefTors, a dignicy and (tcftdftvxL 
*wn to the red of mankind. 
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Thefe favourable impreffioiis were made 
deeper by his convenation with ladies ; whole 
gard for foldiers he could noc obferve, wiiilMM|: 
wiOiing himfelf one of that happy frateniity II 
which the female world feemed to have derocd 
all their charms and their kindnefs. The loverf 
knowledge, which was ftill his predominant indi^ 
nation, was grati£ed by the recital of adveDtma^ 
and accounts of foreign countries ; and tihciefiic 
he thought there was no way of life in whkh d 
his views could (o completely concenter, as indit 
of a foldier. In the art of war he thought it flOK | 
difficult to excel, having obierved his new tneA I 
not very much verfed in the principles of ta&io or 
fortification : and therefore he ftudied all the nuE* 
tary writers, both ancient and modem ; and, k 
a (hort time, could tell how to have gained eve^ 
remarkable battle that has been loft from the b^ 
ginning of the world. He often (hewed, at tibk» 
how Alixandir fhould have been checked in Ui 
conquefb, what was the fatal errour at PA«)Ui4 
how Charles oi SiAieden might have efcapedhisinii 
at Pultonjuay and Marlbarough might have ben 
made to repent his temerity at Bknbdm. He «• 
trenched armies upon paper, fo that no ihperiad* 
ty of numbers could force them ; and modelled ii 
clay many impregnable fortrefTes, on which all thi 
prefent arts of attack would be exhanfted withoat 
efFedt. 
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fpln&if in a ihort time obtained a commif- 
but before he could rub off the folemnity of 
»lar, and gain the true air of military vivaci- 
tvar was declared, and forces fent to the con- 
. Here Ftf^ifoVx; unhappily found, thatfta- 
3ne would not make a foldier: for, being 
accuftomed to think, the fenfe of danger 
nto his mind, and he felt at the approach of 
5iion that terrour which a fentence of death 
I have brought upon him. He faw, that, in- 
of conquering their fears, the endeavour of 
y friends was only to efcape them : but his 
bphy chained his mind to its objedt ; and ra- 
)aded him with ihackles, than fumiihed him 
irms. He however fupprefTed his mifery in 
Zy and pafied dirough the campaign with ho- 
but found himfelf utterly unable to fupporc 
er. 

: then had recourfe again to his books, and 
med to range from one fhidy to another. As 
lUy vifit him once a month, and am admitted 
a without previous notice, I have found him 
1 this laft half-year decyphering xh&Chinefe Ian* 
;, making a farce, collefling a vocabulary of 
Dfolete terms of xhQEngliJh law, writing an en- 
concerning the ancient Corinthian brafs, and 
Qg a new fcheme of the variations of the needle* 

us is this powerful genius, v/\uc\i. ta^^v.>a»?J^ 
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extended the (phcre of any fcience, or benefite 
world in any profefiion, diflipated in a bom 
variety, without any profit to others orhimfelf 
makes fudden irruptions into the regions of k 
ledge, and {ees all obftacles give way before 
but he never flays long enough to complet 
cionqueft, to efiabliih laws, or bring away the f 

Such is often the folly of thofe men whon 
tore has enabled to obtain (kill and knowled 
terms fo eafy, that they have no fenfe of the 
of the acquifition j who are qualified to mak< 
fpeedy progr^fs in learning, that they think 1 
felves at liberty to loiter in the way ; and • 
by turning afide after every new object, like 
lanta, lofe the race to flower competitors, 
prefs diligently forward, and whofe force is d 
ed to a fingle point. 

I have often thought them happy that hav< 
fixed, from the iirft dawn of thought, in a 
mination to fome flate of life, by the cho; 
one whofe authority may preclude caprice 
whofe influence may prejudice them in fav< 
his opinion. The general precept of conf 
the genius, is of littlq ufe, unlefs we are tol 
the genius can be known. If it is to be dif< 
ed only by experiment, lifa will be loft befp 
rcfolution can be fixed ; if any other indie 
^re to be found, t)^ey ma.^ ^^tV-ac^raXi^N^TN 
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difcerned. At leaft, if to mifcarry in an attempt 
be a proof of having miitaken the diredtion of the 
genius, men appear not lefs frequently deceived 
with regard to themfelves than to others : and 
therefore no one has much reafon to complain, 
that his life was planned out by his friends ; or to 
be con£dent^ that he fhould have had either more 
honour or happinefs by being abandoned to the 
■ chance of his own fancy. 

It was faid of the learned Sander/on^ that when 
lie was preparing his leflures, he hefitated fo much, 
and rejedled fo often, tliat at the time of reading 
he was often forced to produce, not what was bed, 
bat what happened to be at hand. This will be 
the flate of every man, who, in the choice of his 
employment, balances all the arguments on every 
fide. The complication is fo intricate, the mo- 
tives and objedlions fo numerous; there is fo 
much play for the imagination, and {o much 
remains in the power of others, that reafon is for- 
ced at laii to red in neutrality, the deciiion de- 
volves into the hands of chance; and after a 
great part of life fpent in enquiries which can ne- 
ver be refolved, the red mud often pafs in repent- 
ing the unnecefTary delay ; and can be ufeful to 
few other purpofes, than to warn others againd the 
fame folly ; and to (how, that of two dates of life 
equally confident with religion and\\rt\ic,\i"e.'vV<si 
chufcs earlieU, chu{gs bell. 



N"" 20. Saturday^ May 26. 1750. 



Ad populum pbaleraSf egoteinhu^ itinnttin&d. 

Pb&sivi. 

AMong the numerous ftratagems by vAsA 
Pride endeavours to recommend Fdly tfl 
regard, there is fcarcely one that meett 
with lefs fuccefs than affedtation, or a perpdnil 
difguile of the real character by fiditioiu 9!pgm\ 
ances : whether it be, that every man hates &lfe 
hood, from the natural congruity of truth to lif 
faculties of reafon ; or that every man is jealou < 
the honour of his undcrflanding, and thinks 7 
difcemment confequentially called in quefti 
whenever any thing is exhibited under a bornr 
form. 

This averfion from every kind of difguife, \ 
ever be its caufe, is univerfally diiFufed, and 
fantly in adlion. Nor is it neceffary, that, 
afperate deteflation, or excite contempt, any 
eft fhould be invaded, or any competition a< 
ed : it is fufHcient, that there is an intentio 
ceive, an intention which every heart fwell 
pofe, and every tongue is \iM^7 x.o ^tta^. 
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This reflefUon was awakened in my mind by a 
r common pradUce among my correlpondcnts, 
writing under charafters which they cannot fup- 
t, which are of no ufe to the explanation of that 
ch they defcribe, or the enforcement of that 
ch they recommend; and which, therefore, 
e they can be fuppofed to alTume them only for 
fake of difplaying their abilities, I will advife 
m, for the future, to forbear, as laborious with- 
advantage. 

.'t is almojft a general ambition of thofe who fa- 
ir mc with their advice for the regulation of my 
idud, or their contribution for the afliftance of 

underftanding, to affedl the ftyle and the names 
ladies. And I cannot always with-hold fome 
)reffion of anger, like Hughs in the comedy, 
en I happen to find that a woman has a beard, 
luft therefore warn the gentle Phillis^ that fhe 
d me no more letters from the Horfe-guards i 
i require of Belinda^ that fhe be content to rc- 
1 her pretenfions to female elegance, till fhe 
I lived three weeks without hearing the politics 
Batfon's cofiee-houfe. I mufl: indulge myfelf in 

liberty of obferving, that there were fome al- 
ions in Chloris^s produdion fufficient to fhow that 
a£ion and Plowden are her favourite authors; 
1 that Euphetia has not been long enough at 
me, to wear out all the traces of t!l\e ^\^^«.^o- 



^ 
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gy which (he learned in the expedition 

Among all my female friends, there 
who gave me more trouble, to decyphe 
chara&er, than Fenthejilea ; whofe lettei 
my defk three days, before I could fix 
real writer. There was a confuiion o 
and medley of barbarity, which held n 
fafpence; till I, by perfeverance, dif 
the perplexity, and found, that Penth 
the fon of a wealthy ftockjobber, who 
morning under his father's eye in Change 
ned at a tavern in Covent-garden, paiTed 
ing in the playhoufe, and part of the i 
gaming-table ; and having learned the 
thefe various regions, had mingled thei 
ftodied compoiition. 

When Lee was once told by a critic, t 
very eafy to write like a madman, he : 
that it was difficult to write like a mad 
«afy enough to write like a fool. And 1 
be excufed by my kind contributors, if, 
tion of this great author, I prefume t< 
them, that it is much eafier not to wri 
man, than to write like a woman. 

I have indeed fome ingenious wdl-wifh 
without departing from their fex, have f< 
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wwiderful diftin^ons. A rcry (mart letter has 
cen -fcnt me from a puny eikign, figned J/ax Te- 
tmtmtus ', another, in recommendation of a new 
■eatifc npon cards, from a gameftcr, who calls 
nrifelf Se/ojlris ; and another, upon the improve- 
icnts of the fiflicry, from Diocletian. But as thcfc 
xm only to have picked up their appellations by 
hance, without endeavouring at any particular 
npofture, their improprieties arc rather inftances 
fWunder than of ' Affedlatioi ; and are therefore 
ot equally fitted t?o enflame the h9flile paflions ; 
3T it -is not folly hx^ pride, not errour but deceit, 
'hich the world means to perfecute, when it raifes 
le full cry of nature to hunt down afFedlation. 

The hatred which difTimulation always draws 
pon itfelf is fo great, that if I did not know how 
iucfh 'Cunning differs from wifd(»n, I ihould won- 
er that any men have fo little knowledge of their 
w^n intereft, as to ^pire to wear a maik for liie, 
> try to impoTe upon the world a charader to 
hich they feel themfdves void of any joft claim, 
id to hazard their quiet, their fame, and even 
leir profit, by expofing themfelves to the danger 
"that reproach, malevolence, andiiegled, which 
ich a difcovcry as they have always to fear, will 
jrtainly bring upon rhem. 

It might be imagined, that the pleafure of repu- 
tibn fhottld coniift4n the ^faitisfadion of paving 
Vol. I. X ^Ntt 
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our opinion of our own merit confirmed by the fat 
frage of the public ; and that to be extolled for 
a quality, wliich a man knows himfelf to want^ 
fliould give him no other happinefs, than to be nuC* 
taken for the owner of an eftate, over which he 
chances to be travelling. But he who fubfifb op- 
on affeflation, knows nothing of this delicacy; 
like a defpcrate adventurer in commerce, he taka 
up reputation upon trull, mortgages poflefBoni 
which he never had, and enjoys, to the fatal hour 
of bankruptcy, though with a thoufand terrors and 
anxieties, the unnccelTary fplendoor of borrowed 
riches. 

AfFeflation is to be always diflinguifhed from 
hypocrify, as being the art of counterfeiting thofc 
c]iialitlcs, which we might, with innocence and 
fafoty, be known to want. Thus the man, who 
to carry on any fraud, or to conceal any crime, 
pretends to rigours of devotion, and exadlnefs of 
life, i: guilty of hypocrify ; and his guilt is great- 
er, as the end for which he puts on the falfe ap- 
pearance is more pernicious. But he that, with 
an awkward addrefs and unpleafmg countenance, 
boafts of the conqucils made by him among the 
ladies, and counts over the thoufands which he 
might have pofTcfTed, if he would have fubmitted 
to the yoke of matrimony, is chargeable only with 
affedation. Hypocrify is the neceffary burthen of 
vjlhiiny, aftedation pw^ o^ x!ti^ Owifeix Xx^^Yjitv^ of 
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)lly ; the one completes a villain, the other only 
nifhes a fop. Contempt is the proper punifhment 
f affedlationy and deteftation the juit confequence 
f hypocrify. 

With the hypocrite, it is not at prefent my in- 
ention to expoihilate ; though even he might be 
aught the excellency of virtue, by the neceflity of 
beming to be virtuous : but the man of affedlation 
nay perhaps be reclaimed, by finding how little 
le is likely to gain by perpetual conibraint,' and in- 
leiTant vigilance ; and how much more fccurely 
le might make his way to efteem, by cultivating 
eal, than difplaying counterfeit qualities* 

Every thing future is to be eftimated by a wife 
nan, with regard to the probability of attaining 
t, and its value when attained : and neither of 
hefe confiderations will much contribute to the 
ncouragement of afFedlation. For if the pinna- 
les of fame be at beft flippery, how unfteady muft 
lis footing be, who ftands upon pinnacles without 
bundation ! If praife be made, by the inconflancy 
ind malice of thofe who muft confer it, a bleiling 
/hich no man can promife himfelf from the moft 
onfpicuous merit and vigorous induftry ; how 
aint muft be the hope of gaining it, when the un- 
lertainty is multiplied by the weaknefs of the pre- 
enflons ! He that purfues fame with juft claims, 
rufts his happinefs to the winds; bat he that en- 

X 2 dAV4Q^' 
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deaToiirs after it by falfe merit, kaa to fear, not<» 
]y the violence of the fkonn, but the leaks of bil 
veiTel. Though he fhoaki happeA to keep abon 
water for a time, by the help of a foft breeze ink 
a calm fea ; at the firft guft he muft inevitably 
founder ; with this melancholy refledion, tikat if 
he would have been content with his natnral ib* 
tion, he might have efcaped his calamity. At 
fccUcion may poflibly fuccced for a time; aadt 
ninn may, by great attention, perfuade otbea, 
that he really has the qualities which he prefumci 
to boall : but the hour will come, when he moi 
exert tliem ; and then whatever he enjoyed ii 
praifc, ho muft fufFcr in reproach. 

Applaafe and admiration arc by no means to be 
counted among the neceiTaries of life ; and there- 
fore any indircdl arts to obtain them, have very 
little claim to pardon or compaflion. There is 
fcarcely «inv man without fome valuable or improTC- 
able qualities, by which he might always fccure 
hiinrelf from contempt: and perhaps exemptioi 
from ignominy is the moft eligible reputation; u 
'freedom from pain is, among fome philofophen, 
the definition of happinefs. 

If we therefore compare the value of the praift 

obtained by fi tuitions excellence, even while tiB 

cheat is yet undifcovered, with that kindnefs whidi 

cvciy jnan may v/m 'oy \vu VyxXxx^, ^v^^Saax ^<!««i 
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which mofl: men may gain by common onderftand* 
ing, fteadily and honeftiy applied ; we ihall find, 
that when from the adfckitioas happinefs all the 
deductions are made by fear and accident, there 
will remain nothing equiponderant to the fecurity 
of truth. The ftate of the poflefior of humble 
virtues, to the affeder of great excellencies^ is that 
of a finaH well-built cottage of ftone, to the pa-r 
hce raifed with ice by the Emprefs of Rujfia : it 
was for a time fplendid and luminous, but the firfi 
^uifikine "^^tt^ jt t£> xiothinff • 



IVtu 
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7irrafaIttttferasherbaSi iodempn noceMtes, 

Nutrit i et urtic^ fraximafttfe rofa ejt. 

0\ 



EVery man is prompted by the love of hii) 
to imagine, that he pofleiTes fome pea 
qualities fuperior, either in kind or is 
gree» to thofe which he fees allotted to the re 
the world ; and whatever apparent difadvant 
he may fufFer in the comparifon with others 
has feme invifible diftindUons, fome latent rd 
of excellence, which he throws into the bala 
and by which he generally fancies that it is tni 
in his favour. 

The fludious and fpeculative part of man! 
have always feemed to coniider their firatemit] 
placed in a ftate of oppofition to thofe who arc 
gaged in the tumult of public bufinefs ; and 1 
pleafed themfelves, from age to age, with cele 
ting the felicity of their own condition, and s 
recounting the perplexity of politics, the dan 
oF greatnefs, the anxieties of ambition, and 
miferies of riches. 
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Among the numerous topics of declamation that 
eir indufby has difcovered on this fubjefly there 

none which they prefs with greater efforts, or 
I which they have more copioufly laid out their 
afon and their imagination, than the inftability 

high ftationsy an4 the uncertainty with which 
9fe profits and honours are poffeffed, that muft 

acquired with fo much hazard, vigilance, and 
>our. 

This they appear to confider as an irrefragable 
gnment againft the choice of the flatefman and 
i warrior ; to this weapon they have always re- 
urfe in their rhetorical attacks ; and fwell with all 
i confidence of viftory, thus fumifhed by the 
ifes with the arms which never can be blunted, 
d which no art or fbength of their adverfaries 
n elude or refift. 

It was well known by experience to the nations 
lich employed elephants in war, that though, by 
5 terrour of their bulk, and the violence of their 
preifion, they often threw the enemy into difor- 
f, yet there was always danger in the ufe of 
im, very nearly equivalent to the advantage : 
", if their firft charge could be fupported, they 
Te eafily driven back upon their confederates ; 
-y broke through the troops behind them ; and 
Lde no lefs havock in the precipitatioxk o€ ^^nrvl 
rear, than ia the fury of their onlet. 
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I know not whether thofe who have fo v 
mently urged the inconveniencies and dangers c 
a£Uve life, have not made ufe of argaments 
may be retorted whh equal force upon -diemfel 
and whether the happinefs of a candidate for 
rary fame be not fubjeft to the fame x mce itai 
with that of him who governs provinces or c 
mands armies, prefides in the fdrstte or di6 
in the cabinet. 

That eminence of learning is not to be gai 
without labour, at leaft equal to that which 
other kind of greatnefs can require, wi!l fear 
be denied by thofe who mean to elevate the cha 
tor of a fcholar; fince they cannot but know, i 
every human acquifition is valuable in propor 
to tlic difEculty implied in its attainment, i 
that thofe who have gained the effteem andvctit 
tion of the world, by their knowledge or their 
nius, arc by no means exempt from the folidt 
which any other kind of dignity produces, may 
conjcdured from the innumeraible artifices wli 
tlu*y make ufe of to degrade a fuperior, to rep 
a rival, or ob draft a follower ; artifices fo g 
and fo mean, as to be an evident proof, how ca 
a man may excel in many kinds of learning, w 
"being either more wife or more virtuous t 
It whofis ignorance he pities or defpifes. 

Nothing therefore remains by which the ftnc 
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Can gratify his defire of appearing to have built his 
kappinefs on a more firm bafis than his antago-^ 
nift, except the fecurity with which literary ho- 
nours may be enjoyed4 The garlands gained by 
the heroes of literature, muft be gathered from fum^ 
mits equally difficult to climb with thofe that bear 
tilie civic or triumphal wreaths ; they muft be worn 
with equal envy, and guarded with equal care from 
tiiofe hands that are always employed in efforts to 
tear them away. The only remaining hope is, that 
their verdure is more lafting, and that they are lefs 
^kely to fade by time, or lefs obnoxious to the 
blafls of accident. 

Evert this hope will receive very little ericoui'age- 
Inent from the examination of literary hiftory, or 
^bfervatiori of the fate of fcholars in the prefent 
Ige. If we look back into pad times, we find in- 
aumerable names of authors once in high reputa- 
tion, fung perhaps by the beautiful, quoted by the 
vitty, and commented by the grave ; but of whom 
We now know only that they once exifled. If we 
confider the diflribution of literary fame in our own 
lime, we fhall find it a pofTcffion of v^ry uncertain 
tenure ; fometimes boflowed by a fudden caprice 
of the public, and again transferred to a new fa- 
vourite, for no other reafon than that he is new ; 
fometimes refufed to long labour and eminent de- 
fert, and fometimes granted to veiy flight preteti- 
Gions; lofl fometimes by fecunty axidivi&^vijs^^^ 

VoL.L . Y ''^^^ 
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and fometimes by too diligent endeavotm tA if 
tain it. 



A faccefsful aathor is equally in danger of Ai 
diminution of his fame, whether he continnes er 
ccifes to write. The regard of the public is noK 
to be kept bat by tribute ; and the rtmembrancecf 
pad fervice will quickly languifli, unlcfs (bine ncvr 
performance fometimes revives it. Yet m ensf 
new attempt there is new hazard $ and diere are 
few who do not, at fome unlucky tirne^ injure 
tlv.'ir own charafiers by ^^rapting to enlarge then. 

There are many poflible caufes of the inequality 
wliich we may fo frequently obferve in the per- 
formances of the fame man, from the influence d 
wliich no ability or induftry is fufficiently fectmdj 
and which have fo often fullied the fplendour d 
genius, that the wit, as well as the conqueror, mxf 
be properly cautioned not to indulge his pride with 
too early triumphs, but to defer to the end of lift 
his eflimate of happinefs. 



'Ultima fefftper 



ExftSanda dies hotnini \ dicique heahit 
Ante obitum nemo fiifremaque funera delei. 

Among the motives which urge an author to un- 
dertakings that injure his reputation, otfic of the 
mo/l frequent is £carce\Y to>atw«WQwafc4^ Wtde 



XSI» 21. The R A M B L E R. 171 

it is not to be counted among his follies, bat hit 
niiferies. It very often happens, that the worlu 
cf learning or of wit are performed at the direction 
Of thofe by whom they are to be rewarded i the 
Writer therefore has not always the choice of his 
fubje^, but is compelled to accept any tafk which 
is thrown before him, without much confideration 
of his own convenience, and without time to pre- 
pare himfclf for the execution by previous iludies. 

I 

But mifcarriages of (his kind ar^ lik^wife fre- 
quently thp confequences of that acquaintance with 
the great, which is generally confidered as one of 
the chief privileges of literature and genius. A 
man, who has once learned to think himfelf exalt- 
ed, by familiarity with thofe, whom nothing but 
^eir birth, or their fortunes, or fucb ftaUpns as 
^re feldom gained by moral excellence, f^| above 
him ; will not be long witliout fubmitting his un- 
derfianding to their condu£l, and fuiFering them 
to prefcribe the courfe of his fludies, and employ 
him for their own purpofes either of diverfion or 
iptereft. His defire of pleafing thofe whofe favour 
he has weakly made neceiTary to himfelf, will not 
fufFer him always to confider how little he is quali- 
fied for the work impofed ; his vanity will not al- 
low him to confefs his deficiencies i or that cowar- 
dice which always encroaches faft upon fuch as 
fpend their lives in the company of perfons higher 
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than themfelves, leaves them not xtfolution to A 
fert the liberty of choice. 

But thoagh we fuppofe, that a man has fbitnai 
to avoid the neceifity of dependance, and fpirittt) 
repel the ufurpations of patronage; yet he mayet* 
fily, by writing long, happen to write ill. There is 
a general fuceeflion of cfFc£tsy in which contrarie 
are produced by periodical viciffitndes ; labour zu 
care are rewarded with fuccefs, fuccefs produce 
confidence, confidence relaxes induihyy and ne^ 
gence ruins that reputation which diligence bi 
raifed. 

He that happens not to be lulled by praife in! 
fupinenefs, may be animated by it to undertaking 
above his ftrength, or incited to fancy himfclf alik 
qualified for every kind of compofition, and ab! 
to comply with the public tafte through all its variJ 
tions. From fome opinion like this, many mc 
have engaged, at an advanced age, in attemp 
which they had not time to complete; and, after 
few weak efforts, funk into the grave with vexatic 
to fee the rifing generation gain ground upon ther 
That judgment which appears often fo penetratin; 
when it is employed upon the works of other 
very often fails when it is applied to performance 
where intereft or paifion can exert their powe 
We are blinded in examining our own labours, t 
//2i2uincrable prejudices. Omt yiNe.xiV<i coiti^ofitioi 



>r*2i. The RAMBLER. 173 

pleafe us, becaufe they bring to our minds the re- 
membrance of youth ; our later performances we 
are ready to efteem, becaufe we are unwilling to 
think that we have made no improvement : what 
£ows eafily from the pen, charms us, becaufe we 
Tead with pleafure that which flatters our opinion 
of our own powers ; what was compofed with 
great ftruggles of the mind, we are unwilling to re- 
je^, becaufe we cannot bear that fo mu^h labour 
i}K>ald be fruitlefs. But the reader has none of 
thefe prepolTeilions ; and only wonders, that the 
author is fo unlike himfelf, without confidering that 
the fame foil will, with different culture, afFor4 di|^ 
/erent produds. 



N^'^a. 



N<» 22. Sattirday^ June 2. l/jo^ 



"Ego nee fiudium fine iUmte *ve/ta. 
Nee rude pa J profit video ingemum ; a&erUft fi 
Altera pefcit ofem res 9 et cot^Mtat amifi* 

Hi 



WIT and Lbahniko were the diild 
oiApoUoy by different mothers. Vi 
was the offspring of EupbroJ^^ and 
fembled her in chearfulnefs and vivaci^; Lbai 
iNO was bom of Sofbia^ and retained her feric 
nefs and caution. As their pothei^ were riv; 
they were bred up by them, from their birth, 
habitual oppoiition ; and all means were ib inc 
fantly employed to imprefs upon them a hatred i 
contempt of each other, that though ApoUo^ n 
forefaw the ill efieds of their difcord, eiiideavou 
to foften them, by dividing his regard equally I 
tween them, yet his impartiality and kindnds w 
without effedl. The maternal animoiity was de( 
ly rooted, having been intermingled with their f 
ideas ; and was confirmed every hour, as firefh ( 
portunities occurred of exerting it. No foonerw> 
they of age to be received into the apartments 
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the odier cekftiab, than Wit began to etitertain 
Vitttis dt her toilet, by aping the iblemnity of 
LcAHNtilG ; ft&d Lbarming to divert Minerva 
at lier loofn, by expo^ng the blunders and igno^ 
tance of Wit* 

Thtis &ey grew np^ with malice perpettially in-* 
creaftngy by the encooiagement which each receh* 
ired from thofe whom Afeir mothers had perfaaded 
to patronize and fupport them ; ai^ each longed 
lobe udmkted to the table oiju^ter^ not fo much 
§m the hope of gaining honour, as of exdading 
llle odier bom alt pretentions to regard, and of 
fttB&A<g an everkiyng ftop to the progreis of that 
iidacniee which each b^ered die other obtained, 
by mean arts and falfe appearances. 

At laft the day came^ wlien they were both, with 
(he tifiial fblemnities, received into the dafs of fu-* 
perior deitks, and allowed to take neSar ^m the 
hand of Hehe* Bnt from that hour Concord loft her 
9nAotktY &t die table ofjufiter. The rivals, ani- 
ttated hj their new dignity, and incited by the a!« 
temate applanfes of the other powers, harrafled 
each other by incefiant contefts, with fuch a regu^ 
far vidffitode of victory, that neither was de^ 
prefled*. 

It was obfervable, that, at die beginning of e« 
very debate, die advantage was OB the fide of Wit I 
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and that, at the firft (allies, the whole aflemU 
fparkled, according to Homer's expreffion, with ufl 
extinguiihable merriment. But Learning wooli 
Teferve her ilrength till the burft of applaufe was o 
ver, and the languor, with which the violence c 
joy is always fucceeded, began to promife mor 
calm and patient attention. She then attempts 
her defence ; and, by comparing one part of he 
antagonifl's objediions with another, conunotil] 
made him confute himfelf ; or^ by fhewing hoix 
fmall a part of the queition he had taken into hii 
view, proved that his opinion could have nc 
Weight. The audience began gradually to lay a- 
fide their prepoiTeffions^ and rofe at laft with greal 
veneration for Learn in c, but with greater kind- 
nefs for Wit. , 

Their conduft was, whenever they ddired to 
recommend themfelves todiJHndion, entirely oppO" 
fite. Wit was daring and adventurous; Learn* 
iNG cautious and deliberate. Wit thought no- 
thing reproachful but dulnefs; Learning was 
afraid of no imputation, but that of errour. Wit 
anfwered before he underftood, left his quickneis oi 
apprehenfion (hould be queftioned ; Learning 
paufed where there was no difficulty, left any in£' 
dious fophifin ftiould lye undifcovered. Wit per- 
plexed every debate by rapidity and confufionj 
LfARNiNG tired the hearers with endleis diftinc- 
tionsy and prolonged tiit d\^\»MXa vrti^^^ '^'«&<i 
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tage, by proving that which never was denied; 
Wit, in hopes of ihining, would venture to pro- 
duce what he had not confidered ; and often fuc- 
ceeded beyond his own expedlation, by following 
the train of a liicky thought : Learning would 
rejedl every new notion, for fear of being entangled 
in confequences which ihe could not forefee ; and 
was often hindered, by her caution, from prefling 
her advantages, and fubduing her opponents 

Both had prejudices i which ill fome degree hifi- 
dered their progrefs towards perfedlion, and left 
them open to attacks. Novelty was the darling 
of Wit, and antiquity of Learning. To Wit, 
all that was new, was fpecioas; to Learning^ 
whatever was ancient^ was venerable; Wit how- 
ever feldom failed to divert thofe whdm he could 
not convince ; and to convince was not often his 
ambition: Learning always fupported her opi- 
nion with fo many collateral truths, that, when the 
caufe was decided againft her, her arguments were 
remembered with admiration* 

Nothing was ftiore common 6n either fide, than 
to quit their proper charafters, and to hope for a 
complete conqueft by the ufe of the weapons which 
had been employed againft them. Wit would 
{bmetimes labour a fyllogifm, and Learning 
diftort her features with a jeft ; but they always 
fuiFeredby the experiment, andb^tx^Y^^^troS.^*^ 

Vol, I. Z "^^^ 
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into confutation or contempt. The feriovfi] 
Wit was widiout dignity, and the menim 
Learning without vivacity. 

Their contefts> by long continuance, gi 
laft important, and the divinities broke into p 
Wit was taken into the protection of t^e lau; 
loving Vinusj had a retinue allowed him of S: 
and JBSTS5 and was often permitted to dai 
mong the Graces. Learning ftill con 
the favourite of Mirurva, and (eldom went 
her palace^ without a train of the feverer \ 
Chaflity, Temperance, Fortitude, and L 
Wit, cohabiting with Malice, had a f< 
mcd Satyr ; who followed him, carrying a 
filled with poifoned arrows, which, wher 
once drew blood, could by no fkill ever be e 
cd. Thefe arrows he frequently fhot at L 
INC, when fhe was moft earneflly or ufeful 
ployed, engaged in abftrufe enquiries, or giv 
llruftions to her followers. Minerva, tht 
deputed Criticism to her aid; who ge 
broke the point of Satyrs arrows, turned t 
fide, or retorted them on himfelf. 

Jupiter was at laft angry, that the p^ 
the heavenly regions (hould be in perpetual 
of violation,; and refolved to difmifs thefe t 
fome antagonifts to the lower world. Hithe 
fore they came, and caiikd o^ tWv: axicien 
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tfl among mortals ; nor was either long without 
zealous votaries. Wit, by his gaiety, captivated 
the young; and Learning, by her authority, 
influenced the old. Their power quickly appeared 
by very eminent efFefts : theatres were built for the 
Mception of Wit, and colleges endowed for the 
lefidence of LEARNING. Each party endeavour- 
ed to outvye the other in coft and magnificence, and 
to propagate an opinion, that it was necefTary, 
from the firft entrance into life, to enlift in one of 
Ae fadions ; and that none could hope for the re- 
gard of either divinity, who had once entered the 
temple of the rival power. 

There were indeed a clafs of mortals, by whom 
Wit and Learning were equally difregarded. 
Thcfe were the devotees of Pktus, the god of 
riches. Among thefe it feldom happened, that the 
gaiety of Wit could raife a fmile, or the elo- 
quence of Learning procure attention. In re- 
venge of this contempt, they agreed to incite their 
followers againft them. But the forces that were 
ient on thofe expeditions, frequently betrayed thdr 
tnift ; and, in contempt of the orders which they 
had received, flattered the rich in public, while 
they fcorned them in their hearts ; and when, by 
this treachery, they had obtained the favour ofP/w 
fus, very frequently alFefted to look with an air of 
fuperiarity on thofe who ilill remamtd. m i^vfcfe- 
^ceofWir and Learning, 
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Difgufbd with thefe deferdons, the two 
ft the fame time, petitioned Jupiter for re- 
£on to their native habitations. Jufiter thu 
on the right hand ; and they prepared to ol 
happy fummgns. Wit readily i^read his 
and foared aloft ; but, not being ^ble to fee f 
bewildered in the pathlefs immenfity of the c 
{paces: Learning, who knew the way, 
her pinions ; but, for wai}t of natural vigour 
only take fhprt flight:s : fo, after many effort 
both funk again to the ground, and leamet 
their mytual diibefs, the neceflity of union, 
therefore joined their hands, and renews 
flight. Learning was bom up by the vi 
Wit, and Wit guided by the p^Hpica 
Learning. They fopn reached the dwel 
Jupiur ; and were fo endeared to each oth 
they lived afterwards in perpetual concord, 
perfuad^d Learning to converfe with the 
CEs, and Learning engaged Wit in t 
vice of the Virtues, They were now 
yourites of all the powers of heaven, and g] 
ed every banquet by their prefence. Th 
^fter married, at the command of Jupiter y i 
^ numerous progeny of Arts and Scienc] 



^ 



N'^as* Tuefday^ June s* ^75^* 



^res mi hi convive profe diffentire 'videntur j 

Fofcentur 'uqrio multum dinjpjq palato. 

HoR, 

THat every man fhould regulate his actions 
by his own confcience, without any re- 
gard to the opinions of the reft of the 
^orldy is one of the firft precepts of moral pru- 
lence ; and is not only juftified by the fui&age of 
R.eafon, which tells that none of the gifts of Hea- 
ven are to lye ufelefs ; but by the voice likewife of 
Sxperience, which will foon inform us, that if we 
nake the praife or blame of others the rule or mo- 
ive of our condudl, we fhall be diftraded by a 
K>iindlefs variety of irreconeileable judgments ; be 
leld in perpetual fuipenfe between contrary impul- 
'^Sj and confult for ever without determination. 

I know not whether, fbr the fame reafon, it is 
lot necefTary for an author to place fome confi' 
Ijsnce in his own fkill, and to fatisfy himfelf in the 
inowledge, that he has not deviated from the efta- 
Jifhed rules of compoiition ; without fubmlttojcw^ 
ii5 works to /requent examinaUoiisV^Xot^ V^ ^gs^-^ 

J 
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them to the public, or endeavouring to fecure Inc- 
cefs by z felicitous confonnity to advice and cri- 
ticifin. 

It is indeed quickly difcoverable, that confuha- 
t:on and compliance can conduce very litde to die 
perfedtion of any literary peribnnance : for who- 
ever is {o doubtful of his own abilities as to encou- 
rage the advice and remarks of others, wiU find 
himfelf every day embarraficd with new difficulties ; 
and will harrafs his mind, to no purpoie, widi dw 
hopekis labour of uniting heterogeneous ideas, di- 
gefting independant hints, and coUeding into one 
point the feveral rays of borrowed light, cmittei 
often with contrary dire^ons* 

Of all authors, tkoie who retail their labows in 
periodical (beets, would be moft unhappy, if diey 
were much to regard the ceniiires or the admoni- 
tions of their readers : for, as their works are not 
fent into the world at once, but by fmall parts io 
gradual fucceffion, it is always imagined by thofi: 
who think themfelves qualified to inihuA them, 
that they may yet redeem their former failings by 
hearkening to information, fupply by new improve- 
ments the deficiencies of their plan, and make 
every day advances towards perfeAion, by the help 
of the criticifms which arc fo liberally afibrded. 

I have had occafion to obfervCi ibmetiroes widi 
k vexadon, 
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radon, and ibmedmes with merrunent, the dif- 
snt temper with which the £ame man reads a 
nted and manufcript performance. When a 
>k is once in the hands of the public, it is con- 
:rcd as permanent and unalterable; and the 
der, if he be free from perfbnal prejudices, 
:es it up with no other intention than of pleafing 
inftmding himfelf : he therefore accommodates 
mind to the author^s defign ; and, having no 
sreft in refhfing the amuiemcnt that is offered 
n, never intemq>ts his own tranquillity by fhi- 
d cavils, or deftroys his fatisfadtion in that 
;jch is not well, by an anxious enquiry how it 
ght be better ; but is often contented without 
rafure, and pleafed without perfedion. 

But if tht fame man be called to coniider the 
;rit of a production yet unpubliihed, he brings 
imagination heated with obje^ons to pafTages 
lich he has yet never heard : he invokes all thtf 
wers of criticiim, and ftores his memory with 
f^, and grace, and purity, and delicacy, and mait'^ 
"J, and imties ; founds which, having been once 
«red by thofe who underftood them, have been 
ice re-echoed without meaning, and kept up, to 
B difturbance of the world, by a conftant reper- 
ffion from one coxcomb to another. He conii- 
Ts himfelf as obliged to ihew, by fome proof of 
s abilities, that he is not confulted to uo i^^^ax*^ 
>ic ; and therefore watches every o^tivci^^^^ ^* 
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jeflion, and looks round for evay opportnnitj 

propofe fome fpecions alteration. Snchoppoitv 

ties a very {mall degree of fagacity will enable Ul 

to find : for, in every work of imagination, tk 

difpofition of parts, the infertion of incidents, til 

ufe of decorations, may be varied a thou^dwi|i 

with equal propriety: and as, in things voij 

equal, that will always feem beft to evexynH 

which he himfelf produces, the critic, whofclmfr 

ncfs is only to propofe, without the careof execi^' 

tion, can never want the fatisfa£Uon of betieriDi 

that he has fuggefled very important imp^ov^ 

mcnts ; nor the power of enforcing his advice bf 

arguments, which, as they appear convincing 9j 

hinifelf, cither his kindnefs, or his vanity, fi 

prcls with obllinacy, and without fufpicion that he 

may poflibly judge too haftily in favour of his own 

advice, or enquiry, whether the advantage of dtf 

new fcheme be proportionate to the labour. 

'Tis obfcrved, by the younger P/rny, that a 
orator ought not fo much to feledl the beft an"^ 
flrongeil: arguments which his caufe admits, as» 
t'iiiplt)y all which his imagination can afford: ftf« 
in pleading, thoie reaions are of moft value, whici 
will mou aficcl the judges ; and the judges, fa)"* 
he, will be abvavs molt touched with that uhiii 
they had before conceived. Every man, who c 
called to give iiis opinion of a performance, deciiifi 
upon the Tame prmdi^vc. ¥L^ ^ft. ^Mffcrs himW 
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t9 form expectations, and then is angiy at his dif- 
appointment. He lets his imagination rove at 
large, and wonders that anotlier, equally uncon- 
£ned in the boundlefs ocean of poffibility, takes a 
difierent courfe. 

But though the rule of P/iny be judicioofljr laid 
down, it is not applicable to the writer's cafe ; be-* 
caafe there always lyes an appeal from domeftic 
Criticifm to a higher judicature ; and the public^ 
which can never be corrupted, nor often deceived^ 
is to pais the laft fentence upon literary claims. 

Of the great force of preconceived opinions I 
liad many proofs, when I firft entered upon this 
weekly labour. All my readers having, from the 
performances of my predeceflbrs, eflablilhed an idea 
of unconnedled efTays, to which they believed all 
future authors under a neceffity of conforming, 
were impatient of the leaft deviation from their 
iyftem ; and numerous remonflranccs were accor- 
dingly made by each, as he found his favourite to- 
pics omitted or delayed. Some^were angry, that 
the Rambler did not, like the Spectator, in- 
troduce himfclf to the acquaintance of the public^ 
by an account of his own birth and flu(]ies, aa 
enumeration of his adventures, and a defcription 
of his phyiiognomy. Others foon began to re- 
mark, that he was a folemn, ierious> didlatorial 
Writer, without fprightlinefs or gaiety, and called 

Vol. I. A a vA 
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out with vehemence for mirth and humour. Ano- 
ther admoniihed him to have a fpecial eye upon the 
various clubs of this great city ; and informed him, 
that much of the Spe^atw^s vivacity was kid oi 
upon fuch accounts. He has been likewife oenft- 
red, for not imitating the politenefs of other wri* 
ters of the fame kind ; and for having hithcrtf 
ncgle^ed to take the ladies under his protedki* 
and give them rules for the jnft oppoiition of co- 
lours, and the proper dimenfions of mffiet vi 
pinners. He has been required by another toil 
a particular cenfure upon thofe ladies who play tf 
cards with fpcdlacles. And another is very mod 
oflcnded, whenever he meets with a fpeculation, ii , 
which naked precepts are comprifed, without b^ 
ing enlivened by examples and chara£bers. 



I ma!:e not the lead queftion that all thefe mo- 
nitors intend the promotion of my deAgn, and the 
plcafure and inftmflion of my readers : bat thcf 
do not know, or do not confider, that an aothor 
has a rule of choice peculiar to himfelf ; and fe- 
Icds thofe fubjefts which he is beft qualified to 
treat, by the courfe of his ftudies, or the accidents 
of his life ; that many topics of amufemdht ait 
cxhauiled, and are now improper, becaufe tht7 
have been already ufed with too much art to in- 
vite a competition ; and that he who endeavours to 
j>-ain many readers, muft try many arts of invia- 

tioh 
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fcion, efTay every avenue of pleafure, and make 
Gequent changes in his methods of approach. 

I cannot but confider myfelf amidfl this tumult 
Df criticifmy like a fhip in a poetical tempeft im- 
pelled at the fame time by oppoiite winds, and 
dafhed by the waves from every quarter ; but held 
upright by the contrariety of the affailantiy and 
fecured, in fome meafure, by the multiplicity of 
diftrefs. Had the opinion of my cenfurers been 
unanimous, it might perhaps have overiet my re* 
Iblution ; but, fmce I find them at variance with 
each other, I can, without fcruple, negled them, 
and endeavour to gain the favour of the public, by 
Allowing the diredion of my own reafon, and inr 
dulging the fallies of my own imagination. 



A a 2 N° 24. 



N® 24. Saturday, June 9. ijje. 



Nemo in fife tentat defcendert. 

Pb&siui, 

AMong all the precepts, or aphorifins, ad- 
mitted by general confent^ and incnlcatBd 
by frequent repetition^ there is none xnoie 
famous among the mailers of ancient wifdom, dui 
that compendious lefTon, Tmdt fftetvjhv^ Beacpatl' 
ed icith thyfelfi which is afcribed by fomc to IB 
oracle, and by others to Chilo of Lsuedemon^ 

This is indeed a diftate which, in the whole ex- 
tent of its meaning, may be faid to comprife all the 
fpeculation requifite to a moral agent. For what 
more can be neceflary to the regulation of lifei 
than the knowledge of our original, our end, oar 
duties, and our relation to other beings ? 

It is, however, very improbable, that the HHI 
author, whoever he was, intended to be undcrftooJ 
in this unlimited and complicated fenfe : for of the 
enquiries which, in fo large an acceptadon, it 
would fcem to recommend, fome are too extenfivt 
for the powers of nvdtv, ^tidfom^x<i^Yt^Vi^fe« 
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above, which was not yet indulged to the Heathen 
world. 

We might have had morp {atisfadion concern* 
ing the original import of this celebrated fentence, 
if hiilory had informed us, whether it was uttered 
as a general inftrudion to mankind, or as a partir 
cular caution to fome private enquirer ; whether it 
was applied to fome fingle occaflon, or laid down 
as the univerfal rvde of life. 

There will occnr, upon the flighteft coniideraf 
tion« many poffible circumftances, in which this mo- 
nition might vtry properly be enforced : for every 
errour in human conduct muft arife from ignorance 
in ourfelves, either perpetual or temporary ; either 
becaufe we do not know what is beil and fitted;, or 
becaufe knowledge is at the time of adtion not pre* 
fent to the mind. 

When a man employs himfelf upon remote and 
unneceflary fubjeds, and waftes his life upon quet- 
ftions which cannot be refolved, and of which the 
folution would conduce very little to the advance- 
ment of happinefs ; when he bewilders his under- 
ftanding in uncertain hypothefes, and harrafTes his 
faculties with needlefs fubtilties ; when he fpends 
his life in calculating the weight of the terraqueous 
globe, or in adjufting fucceflive fyftema o€ ^wVij^ 
\x^ond the reach of the telefcope •, \i^ mvj \i^^*«^ 
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properly recalled from his ezcuHioiis bj this p 
cept ; and reminded, that there is a being with wh 
it is his duty and his intereft to be more acqaai 
ed; from which, though he cannot ne^ed it wi 
oat the ntmoft danger, his attention has hidie 
been with-held, by his regard to ftodies, which 
has no other motive to follow, than foch as at 
vanity or curiofity produce. 

The great praife of Socrates is, that he drew ( 
^its of Greece, by his inftnidion and examp 
from the vain porfuit of natural philofbphy to n 
ral enquiries ; and turned their thoughts from ft 
and tides, and matter and motion, upon the i 
rious modes of virtue, and relations of life. ^ 
his ledures were commentaries upon this faying 
we fuppofe that the knowledge of ourfelves was 
commended by Clnlo, in oppofition to any od 
enquiries lefs fuitable to the ftate of man. 

The great fault of men of learning is (till, d 
they offend againft this rule, and appear willing 
Andy any thing rather than themfelves : for whi 
reafon they are too often deipifed by thofe w 
whom they imagine themfelves above companfi) 
defpifed, as ufdefs to all the common pmpofcs 
life, as unable to condud the moft trivial affia: 
and unqualified to perform thofe offices by wk 
fhe concatenation of fociety is preferved, and fl 
tual tendernefs excited and maintained^ 

GiB 
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Gelidus is a man of great penetration and deep 
refearchcs. Having a mind naturally formed for 
the abftrufer fciences, he can comprehend intricate 
combinations without confuiion ; and, being of a 
temper naturally cool and equal, he is feldom in-> 
terrupted by his paffions in the purfuit of the long-> 
eft chain of unexpedied confequences. He has 
therefore a long time indulged hopes, that the fo- 
lution of fome problems, by which the profefFora 
of fdence have been hitherto baffled, is referved 
for his genius and induftry; and fpends his time in 
the higheft room of his houfe, into which none of 
his fiimily are fnfiered to enter. When he comes 
down to his dinner or his reft, he walks about the 
houfe like a firanger that is there only for a day, 
without any tokens of regard or tcndemefs. He 
has totally divefted himfelf of all human fenfations : 
he has neither eye for beauty, nor ear for complaint ; 
he neither rejoices at the good fortune of his near- 
eft friend, nor mourns for any public or private ca- 
lamity. He once received a letter which appeared 
to have been fent by fea ; and, having given it his 
fervant to read, was informed, that it was written 
by his brother, who, being fbipwrecked, and ha- 
ving fwam naked to land, was defHtute of nccef- 
farics in a foreign country. Naked and deilitute I 
fays Gelidus ; reach down the laft volume of meteo- 
rological obfervadons ; extradl from the letter an 
exa£l account of the wind, and note it carefully in 
the diaiy of the weaAer. 
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The family of GeSdss once broke into his findjr, 
to (hew him that a town at a (mall diffamce was on 
fire ; and in a few moments a ienrant came ap to 
tell him J that the flame had canght fo many honfa 
on both f:des, that the inhabitants were confemd- 
ed, and began to think rather of cfcaping with didr 
lives, than faving their dwellings. Yes, faid Gi- 
lidusy what you tell me, is ver)' probable ; for te 
naturally acis in a circle. 

Thc£ lives this great philofoj^er, infenfible ID 
every fpedtacle of diftrefs, and nnmoved by every 
call of homanity^ for want of coniidering, thatmcB 
are deiigned for the fuccour and comfort of eadi 
other ; and that, though there are hours whidi 
may be laudably fpent upon knowledge not imme- 
diately ufeful, yet the firfl attention is due to prac^ 
tical virtue -, and that he may be juftly driven oot 
from the commerce of mankind, who has fo ftf 
abflraded himfelf from the fpecies, as to partake 
neither of the joys nor griefs of others ; and who 
negle6b the endearments of his wife, and the a- 
rclTes of his children, to count the drops of rain^ 
note the changes of the wind, and calculate the 
cclipfes of the moons oi Jupiter, 

I fhall referve to fome future paper the moft fo- 
Icmn and important meanings of this epitome of 
wifdom ; and only remark at prefent, that it mif 
be applied to the gay and light, as well as dM 

mort 
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more* grave and folemn parts of life ; and that 
not only the philofopher may negled this necc/Ta- 
ry ftudy, but that the wit and the beauty may 
mifcarry in their fchemes, for want of this univer- 
sal requifite, the knowledge of themfelves. 

It is furely for no other rcafon, that wc fee fuch 
numbers, in every order of mankind, refolutely 
ft**uggl^ng againft nature, and contending for that 
which they never can attain ; endeavouring to unite 
contradidlions, and determined to excel in charac- 
ters inconfiftent with each other ; that ftockjob- 
bers afFe£i gaiety, drcfs, and elegance, and that 
mathematicians labour to be wits; that the foldicr 
troubles his acquaintance with queilions in theo- 
logy, and the academic hopes to divert the ladies 
, by a recital of his gallantries. Jt was certainly 
from no other caufe, than ignorance of themfelves, 
that Garth attempted criticifm ; and that Con- 
gre*ve waved his title to dramatic reputation, and 
defired to be confidered only as a gentleman. 

Eufhues, with great parts and extenfive know- 
ledge, has a clouded afped and ungracious form 1 
yet it has been his ambition, from his firfl entrance 
into life, to diftingui(h himfelf by particularities in 
his drefs, to outvye beaus in embroidery, to im- 
port new modes, and to be foremoft in a new fa- 
fhionp Thus Euphues has turned on his exterior 
appearance that attention, wh\dv\t\N';v"^V\s\\vXK.\^'^ • 

VoL.L Bb ^^ 
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to haYe fixed vfoa Us miad : and if his 
tnes and adoioirledged abilities have ] 
him fitan Aat oontempt vUch he has fix 
fididted, he haa at leaft nifed oae impec 
his lepiitatioii ) finoe all can jnc^ of his i 
few of his nnderftanding , and many whc 
cent that he is a tap, are imwiUing to be! 
he can be wife or learned* 

There is one inftance in which the 1: 
particularly nnwlUing to be un4i||eeived, 
ving the rule of CbiU. They as? alwayj 
tk> hide from themfclies the advances of 
endeavour too frequently to fupply the 
neis and bloom of youth by artifidai be 
forced vivacity. They hope ftill to enf 
heart by glances which have'loil their fir< 
it by that languor which is no longer 
they play over the airs which pleaied ai 
when they were expeded only topleafe, a 
that ain ought now to give place to virtu< 
continue to trifle, becaufe they could o 
agreeably, when thofe who ihared their e 
fures, are withdrawn to more ferious enga< 
and are fcarcely awakened from their drea 
pctual youth, but by frequent experienc 
(corn of thofe whom they endeavour to ri 
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T;Here are ibmc vices aftd eltours, which^ 
though often fatal to thofe in whom they 
are found, have yet, by the univerfal con- 
fent of mankind, been confidered as entitled to 
fome degree of refpe^ ; or have at leaft been ex- 
empted from contemptuous infamy, and condemn- 
ed by the feverefl moraMs with pity rather than 
deteflation* 

A conftant and invariabte example of this gene- 
ral partiality, wUl be found in the different regard 
which has always been fhown to rafhnefs and cow- 
ardice : two vices j of which, though they may be 
conceived equally diflant from the middle pointy 
where true fortitude is placed, and may equally in- 
jure any public or private intereft; yet the one is 
never mentioned without fome kind of veneration, 
and the other always confidered as a topic of unli- 
mited and licentious cenfure, on which all the vU 
rulence of reproach may be lawfully exerted* 

B b a '^'«^'' 
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The fame diftin^ion is made, by the com]xioi| t] 
futfragc, between profufion and avarice, and per*! w 
haps between many other oppofite vices « And m 
I have found reafon to pay great regard to thi 
voice of the people, in moft cafes where knowledge 
has been forced upon them by experience, withoot 
long dedudtions or deep refearches ; I am indined 
tb believe, that this diftribution of refpeft, how- 
ever unequal it may appear at firft view, is not 
without fome agreement with the nature of thingtj 
and that in the faults which are thus invefted with 
extraordinary privileges, there are generally fome 
latent principles of merit, fome poflibilitxes of fd- 
ture virtue, which may by degrees break from ob- 
(Irudion, and by time and opportunity be broi^ 
into a6l. 

It may be laid down as an acknowledged axionii 
That it is more eafy to take away fuperfiuides, than 
to fupply defedls : and therefore he that is fault)r» 
bccauic he has pafled the middle point of virtue, is 
always accounted a fairer objedl of hope, than he 
who fails by falling fhort. The one has all that 
perfedion requires, and more ; but the exceis may 
be cafily retrenched : the other wants the qualities 
requlfite to excelience ; and who can tell how he 
fliail obtain them ? We are certain that the horfe 
may be taught to keep pace with his fellows, whofe 
fault is, that he leaves them behind. We know 

that 
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that a few fbokes of the ax will lop a cedar ; but 
what arts of cultivation can elevate a fhrub ? 

To walk with circumfpe6lion and fteadinefs in 
the right path^ at an equal diftance between the 
extremes of errour, ought to be the conftant endea^^ 
voor of every reafonable being. Nor can I think 
thofe teachers of moral wifdom much to be ho- 
noured as benefadors to mankind,- who are always 
enlarging upon the difHculty of our duties, and prO" 
viding rather excufes for vice than incentives to 
virtue. 

But, fince to moil it will happen often, and to 
all fometimes, that there will be fome deviation to*- 
wards one fide or the other, we ought always to 
employ our vigilance with moft attention on that 
enemy firom which there is greateft danger ; and to 
ftray, if we muft ftray, towards thofe parts from 
whence it is moft probable that we ihall quickly 
and eaiily return. 

Among other oppofite qualities of the mind> 
which may become dangerous, though in different 
degrees, I have often had occaflon to confider the 
contrary efFedb of prefumption and defpondency ; 
of heady confidence, which promifes vidlory with- 
out contefl; and heartlefs pufillanimity, which 
ihrinks back from the thoughts of great underta- 
kings^ confounds difficulty widi im^o^^^^ > "^^^ 
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confxders all advancement towards any new attain- 
mcnt as'iireverfiblj prohibited* 

Prefomption will be eafily ockmAed. Ercxf 
experiment will teach caation ; and miicarrh^ 
will hourly (hew, that attempts are not always re- 
warded with fuccefs* The mod precipitate ardour 
will, in time, be taught the necefiity of methodi- 
cal gradation and preparatoiy meafures ; and tbe 
mofl daring confidence be convinced, that neidier 
merit nor abilities can command •vent84 

It is the advantage of vehemence and adivity, 
that they are always haftening to their own refor- 
mation ; bccaufc they always incite as to try whc- 
tiicT our expedlations are well grounded, and there- 
fore dctcft the deceits which they are apt to occa- 
fion. But timidity is a difeafe of the mind more 
obflinatc and fatal : for he who is once perfuaded, 
that any impediment is infupef-able, has given it, 
%vith rclped to himfelf, that ftrength and weight 
%vhich it had not before. He can fcarcely ftrive 
with vigour and perfeverance, when he has no 
hope of gaining the viftory ; and, lince he never 
will try liis ftrength, can never difcover the nnrea* 
fonablenefs of his fears* 

There is a kind of intelleftual cowardice, often 
to be found among men devoted to literature, 
which Viicever convwfcs rnxxcYi^xwrn'^xlS^cnv, may 
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obferve frequently to deprefs the alacrity of enter- 
prife, and, by confeqaence, to retard the improve- 
pient of fcience. They have annexed to every 
fpedes of knowledge fome chimerical charadler of 
terrour and inhibition ; which they tranimit, with* 
out much reReGdoTiy from one to another; and 
with which they firft fright themfelves, and then 
propagate the panic to their fcholars and acquaint* 
ance. One ftudy it inconfiilent with a lively ima- 
gination, another with a folid judgment : one is 
improper in the early parts of life ; another requires 
£0 much time, that it is not to be attempted at an 
advanced age : one is dry, and ccmtradb the fenti- 
mcnts; another is difFufe, and overburdens the 
memory : one is infufFcrable to tafle and delicacy ; 
and another wears out life in the fiudy of words, 
and is ufelefs to a wife man, who defires only the 
knowledge of things. 

But of all the bugbears by which the infantes 
barbatij boys both young and old, have4)een hi- 
therto frighted from digrelUng into new tracks of 
learning, none has been more mifchievoufly effica- 
cious, than an opinion that every kind of know- 
ledge requires a peculiar genius or mental con^tu- 
tion, framed for the reception of fome ideas, and 
the exclufion of others ; and that to him whofe 
genius is not adapted to the fhidy which he at- 
tempts, all labour ihall be vain and fruitlefs ; vain 
* ^ an endeavour to mingle o'vl axvl va^x^^, cit^ \s^ 
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the language of chcmifhy, to amalgamate bodia 
of heterogeneous principles. 

This opinion we may reafonably fnfped to have 
been propagated by canity beyond the troth. It 
is natural for thofe who have raifed a reputation bf 
any fcience, to exalt themfelves as endowed bjr 
Heaven with peculiar powers^ or marked out bjr 
an extraordinary defignation for their profeffion; 
znd to fright competitors away, by reprcfenting 
the difficulties with which they muft contend, and 
the necef&ty of qualities which are fuppofed to be 
not generally conferred, and which no man can 
know, hut by experience, whether he enjoys. 

To tliis difcouragementitmaybe realbnablyan- 
fwcred, that fincc a genius, whatever it be, is like 
fire in the flint, only to be produced by collifion 
with a proper fubjeft, it is the buiinefs of every 
man to try whether his faculties may not happily 
co-operate with his defires ; and fince thofe whofe 
proficiency he admires, knew their own force only 
by the event, he needs but engage in the fame un- 
dertaking with equal fpirit, and may reafonably 
hope for equal fuccefs. 

There is another fpecies of falfe intelligence ^- 

ven by thofe who profefs to fhew the way to the 

fummit of knowledge, of equal tendency to de- 

prcfs tliQ mind wil\\ fa\fe dA&t\i&. of kCelf, and 
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^veaken it by needlefs (blicitude and dejedlion: 
When one whom they deiire to animate, confults 
^em at his entrance on fome new fhidy, it is com- 
mon to give flattering reprefentations oft its plea- 
iantnefs and facility. By which they generally at- 
tain one of two ends almoft equally defirable : they 
either incite his induftry, by elevating his hopes ; 
or they produce a high opinion of their own abili- 
tiesy fince they are fuppofed to relate only what 
they have found, and to have proceeded with thd 
fame eafe which they promife to their followers. 

The ftudent, enflamed by this encouragement^ 
fets forward in the new path, and proceeds a few 
fleps with great alacrity ; but foon finds afperities 
and intricacies which he did ndt exped ; and, ima- 
gining that none have ever been fo entangled or 
fatigued before him, finks fuddenly into defpair, 
and defifts as from an expedition in which Fate op- 
pofes him. Thus his terrours are multiplied by 
bis hopes ; and he is defeated without refiiting, 
becaule he had no expectation of an enemy; 

Of thefe treacherous infbuftors, the " otie de- 
llroys induftry, by declaring that indufby is vain ; 
the other, by reprefenting it as needlefs : the one 
cuts away the root of hope, the other raifes it on- 
ly to be blafted. The one confines his pupil to 
the fhore, by telling him, that his wreck Is ccr- 

VoL.I. Cc \.'i\^\ 
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tMni tttoikir fends Urn t»lA%widiOBt 
^T-Aijn km for teJuwKi^ 

PiUi noptl tsd nlio (niOttii 9tt ttpuU 
Cfoidod* aitfxf nuuif wso piopoJUBs to fpt 
MBt bjr Muniiiigy ihovild ciiRy in liii^ in 
onoiy QIC diMColy of wciriffncey loidlliei 
iadaftiyi andvefllieiiibery diatfeaieitBot 
led bqt at die recooipcMMf labour; and 
bovy vigoraidty contimedy Imw mi oftei 
oi! iti sewaid« 
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Ingentes dominosj it clara nomtnafemue, 

Illuftrique grarves nobiHtate domos 
Pe*vita, et long} cautus fuge } contrahe weldi 

Et te littortbus eypiba propinfua wehat, 

Seneca. 

il/r Ram BL£R| 

IT is ufual for men engaged in th^ fame par« 
fuits, to be inquifidve after the condud and 
fortune of each other; and therefore I fap* 
pofe it will not be unpleafing to you, to read an 
•Account of the various changes which have hap- 
{>ened in part of a life devoted to literature. My 
Yiarrative indeed will not exhibit any great variety 
Of events, or extraordinary revolutions ; but may 
perhaps be not lefs ufeful, becaufe I ihall relate 
nothing whicK is not likely to happen to a thott« 
r^nd others, 

I was bom heh: to a very fmall fortune ; an4 
left by my father, whom I cannot remember, tQ 
the care of an uncle, who, having no children, 
always treated me as his fon ; and, finding in me 
thofe qualities which old meu c^^ ^^v^x vcv 

C c 2 ^^xv^^^. 
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(prighdy chfldren, wlien they happen to lo 
dediredy that a genhis like mine flioold i 
loft foe want of cnldvatioB. He tfaercfbi 
]ne« for the nfiial time, at a great fchc 
then fent me to the oniverfity, with a Is 
lowance than my own patrimony would 
forded, that I might not keep mean o 
bnt learn to become my dignity when I d 
made Chancdlor ; widA he often Iamen< 
the increale of his iofinnitiei was very 
pievBnt him from feeing. 

This ezaberance of money natnrally i 
itfelf in gaiety of appearante^ and want 
expence ; and introduced me to the acqv 
of thofe whom the fiime fupcrfluity of foi 
trayed to the fame licence and oftentation 
heirsy who pleafed themfelves with a rem 
frequent in their mouths. That though t] 
fent by their fathers to the univerfity, tl 
not under the neceffity of living by their ! 

~ Among men of this clafs I eafily obta 
reputation of a great genius ; and was pc 
that, with fuch livelinefs of imagination, 
licacy of fcntiment, I fliould never be abl 
mit to the drudgery of the law. I theref 
myftlf wholly to the more airy and eleg; 
pf learning ; and was often fo much ela 
my fuperioritsr to the -yoxxiCScks \a^'v\wMsi'^ 
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fed, that I began to liften, with great attention, 
to thofe that recommended to me a wider and more 
confpicuous theatre ; and was particularly touched 
with an obfervation made by one of my friends. 
That it was not by lingering in the univerfity, that 
Prior became Ambaflador, or Addifon Secretary of 
State. 

This defire was hourly encreafed by the folicita- 
tion of my companions ; who, removing one by 
one to London, as the caprice of their relations al- 
lowed them, or as their legal difmiffion from the 
hands of their guardians put it in their power, ne- 
ver failed to fend an account of the beauty and fe- 
licity of the new world, and to remonftrate how 
much was loft by every hour's continuance in ^ 
place of retirement and conftraint. 

My unclcj in the mean time, frequently harrafs- 
ed me with monitory letters i which I fometimes 
negledled to open for a week after I received 
them 5 and generally read in a tavern, with fuch 
comments as might (hew how much I was fuperior 
to inftrudion or advice. I could not but wonder, 
indeed, how a man, confined to the country, and- 
unacquainted with the prefent fyftem of things, 
fhould imagine himfelf qualified to inftrud a rifing 
genius, bom to give laws to the age, refine its 
^fte, and multiply its pleafures. 
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The poft-man, however, ftill condnaed to bring 
me new remonibances : for my npcle was veiy 
little deprefTed by the ndicale and reproach whid 
he never heard. But men of parts have quick re- 
fentments. It was impoflible to bear his nfurpa- 
^ons for ever ; and I refolved, once for all, to 
make him an example to thofe who imagine them^ 
felves wife becaufe they are old i and to teach 
young men, who are too tame onder reprefentation, 
in what manner grey-bearded infolence ought to 
be treated. I therefore one evening took my pen 
in hand ; and, after having animated myfelf with 
a catch, wrote a general anfwer to all his precepts, 
with fuch vivacity of turn, fuch elegance of irony, 
and fuch afperity of farcafm, that I convulfed a 
large company with univerfal laughter, difhirbed 
the neighbourhood with vociferations of applaofe ; 
and five days afterwards was anfwered, that I muft 
)}e content to live upon my own eftate. 

This contraftion of my income gave me no dif- 
turbance ; for a genius like mine was out of the 
reach of want. I had friends that would be proud 
to open their purfes at my call, and profpeds of 
fuch advancement as would foon reconcile my un- 
cle ; whom, upon mature deliberation, I refolvcd 
to receive into favour, without. infifting on any ac- 
knowledgment of his offence, when the fplendour 
of my condition (hould induce him to wifh for my 
countenance, I th^i^foi^ >we,i\X. u"^ \a LoWon^ be- 
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fore I had ihewn the alteration of my condition by 
any abatement of my way of living, and was re^ 
teived by all my academical acquaintance with 
triumph and congratulation; I was immediately 
introduced among the wits and men of fpirit ; and^ 
in a ihort time, had diveiied myfelf of all my 
fcholar's gravity, and obtained the reputation of a 
Jprctty fellow. 

You will eafily believe, that I had no great 
knowledge of the world : yet I had been hindered, 
by the general difinclination every man feels to 
confefs poverty, from telling to any one the refo* 
lotion of my uncle ; and for fome time fubiiiled 
upon the ftock of money which I had brought with 
me, and contributed my (hare as before to all our 
entertainments. But my pocket was foon emptied, 
and I was obliged to afk my friends for a fmall 
fum* This was a ^vour which we had often re- 
ciprocally received from one another. They fup- 
pofed my wants only accidental, and therefore 
vv^illingly fiipplied them. In a (hort time I found 
a neceifity of afking agaifl, and was again treated 
with the fame civility^ Bat the third time they 
began to wonder what that old rogue my uncle 
could mean by fending a gentleman to town with- 
out money ; and, when they gave me what I aflc- 
ed for, advifed'me to ftipulate for more regular re- 
mittances. 
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This fomewhat diihirbed my dream of confbm 
afnuence. But I was three days after completely 
awaked : for, entering the tavern where we met 
every evening, I found the waiters remitted their 
complaifance ; and, inftead of contending to light 
me up flairs, fufFcred me to wait for fbme minutes 
by die bar. When I came to my company, I 
found tliem unufually grave and fornial : and one 
of them took a hint to turn the converfation upon 
the mifcondufl of young men ; and enlarged np- 
on the folly of frequenting the company of men of 
fortune, without being able to fupport the ex- 
pence ; an obfervation which the reft contributed 
either to enforce by repetition, or to illufbate hy 
examples. Only one of them tried to divert the 
difcourfc, and endeavoured to direft my attention 
to remote queflions and common topics. 

A man guilty of poverty eafily believes himfelf 
fufpefted. I went however next morning to break- 
fall with him who appeared ignorant of the drift 
of the converfation ; and, by a feries of enquiries, 
drawing ftill nearer to the point, prevailed on him, 
not perhaps much againft his will, to inform me, 
that Mr Z>^, whofc father was a wealthy attor- 
ney near my native place, had the morning before 
received an account of my uncle's rcfentment, and 
communicated his intelligence with the utmofl in- 
diiftry of avarice and infolence. 

It 
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It was now no longer pradicable to confort with 
my former friends, nnlefs I would be content to bd 
nied as an inferior gneft, who was to pay for his 
wine by mirth and flattery ; a charader, which, if 
I could not efcape it, I refolved to endure only 
among thofe who had never ktlown me in thd 
pride of plenty. I therefore changed my lodgings, 
and frequented the coffee-houfes in a different re- 
gion of the town ; where I was very quickly difHn- 
guifhed by feveral young gentlemen of high birth 
and large eftates ; and began again to amufe my 
imagination with hopes of preferment, though not 
qtiite fo confidently as when I had lefs ejcperience. 

The firft great conqueft which this new fcend 
chabled me to gain over myfelf, wis, When I fub- 
mitted to confefs to a party who invited me to an 
expeniive diverfion, that my revenues were not 
equal to fuch golden pleafures. They would not 
fa0er me, however, to (lay behind ; and with great 
reludance I yielded to be treated ; and took that 
opportunity of recommending myfelf to fome of- 
fice or employi^ent, which they unanimoully pro- 
mifed to procure me by their jdint interef!. 

I had now entered into a flate of dependancei 
and had hopes or fears fh>m almoft every man 
whom I faw. If it be unhappy to have one pa- 
trtin, what is his mifery who has many? I^w-a^ 
obliged to comply with a thou^^iiii cv^wi.ea'* to 

Vol. I. Dd coraK.^ 
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concur in a thonfand fdlict, to cooBteDaii 
thoufand exroars, and to endnre a thouiapd 
tifications ; if not horn crod^, at kaft from 
figence; which will creep in open ^ kindefl 
moil delicate minds, when tb^ converfe wii 
die mutual awe of equal circomftances. I i 
the fpirit and Yigoor of liberty every moment 
ing in me; and a fervile fear of diipleafing, : 
ing by degrees iqpon all my behairioar, ti! 
word, or look, or adion, was my own. A 
folicitnde to pleafe encreafed, the power of 
iing g^-ew leis ; and I was always clodded 
diffidence where it was moft my intereft and 
tofhine. 

My patroliSy confidermg tut as belonging 1 
community, and therefore not the charge oi 
particular peribn, made to fcruple of negle 
any opportunity of promoting me, iince ever 
thought it more properly the bufmefs of anc 
An account *of my expeflations and difapp 
ments, and the fucceeding viciiiitudes of m) 
I (hall give yoa in my following letter ; whicl: 
be I hope of ufe, to fhew how ill he form 
fehemes, who expels happineis without free< 

Vei 
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Title. 

Sworn to no mafter's aibitnry fwy^ 
I range where'er oocafioo points the wiy^ 

No. 

|. Why to expatiate in diis beaten field, 

"Why arms oft us'd in V|un, I mean to wield ; 
If Idiiire let, and candour vnm atten^Iy 
Some (atisfa^tion this efhy may lend. 

For hqt a moment, in this doiMiil ffaif^ 

Or gives the lal^els^ or deprives of lifi;. f, 6* 

^. Fond fleeting Hope, vndi profpe£U ne'er de(lroy'd| 
&oams ere (he ffies, defeated vkiSlc enjojr'd. 

Does iuft of praile cnffame thy ^ellbg mind? 

Some lenitives perhaps thou here mayft findt /• l<« 

Go now, and meditate thy tunefiil lays. p* I4» 

J. Undiiappointed in defigns^ 

With native honours ViKTVl flunes| 
Nor takes up pow'r, nor la3rs it down^ 
As gid4y critics iiqBe pr firowi|« 



Ddi ^.''^^ 



'•■■■■•• " -■ .vrTT-r—^-- •■■■"■■"■, r 

■ ■** ■ ► ■ 

^11 Tetfion of tbe l|4Qi.^ht^&$9. 

Kb. 

4. Who pcndb fife in waik§ of «l^ 

f. MowcT^iyficUi fiDwevVftiwiffmBi 

f. AOive in Indelace^ abratdweraoD 
In ^aeft of bappmefi^ irfiich divdk at hone. 

yto place ^^dodei k fioiA m Cfoal aiiiL 

TJnlds tbfoii^ ^ on wode inlcii^ 
It bow dnerijp ovni oCHcnt* * :J^«4'» 

. .. ■ • 

7* OIOQ two gOVCCQ^ Vlfll UHfiTJl^ ^^"9^ 

Great Sire of Heavea and Eaitht < 



DiQ)ei the cloods that dog this earthly frame; 
, "With native J^Jeodoor Quae, Thou, flili the fiq|% 
'With peace and joy ieren'ft the poi|S Ibql, 
Beginning, end, guides ^ot^ path, and goaL 

B. The veiy TH^U of finnipg meets its doom : 
For he who cherifhes a wicked though^ 
Is gotlty of the crime. 

f . Chuie whft you are : no otber Aate prefer, 

|0. No>* I remit my fcrious (h^ain, 
T'indulgc my reader's merry vein. 

jl. Not QfW^ in all her feafts, 

l^ot thus the fyt^n i)iotps h^ prie|ls| 
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Or Bacchus thus ; so Cerybas 
E'er doubled & the ibunding biafi. 
As baleful ire— — 

f 2 . The pur{e-prou4 thus ne'er ieruple to eogags 
A wretch invited by a Ccanty wage : 
The butt of fpleen, or of moR fliamefiil wi^ 
Whenever Sir or Madam (hall think fit. 
How difi^rent thou, Co humble, and ib mild ! 
Who treat'ft thy (ervant, as thou treat'ft thy child. 
'MongO friends and equals thou preloVft thy aw& 
And duteous love prevents imperious law* 

X 3 . Nor wme thy (ecret fliall extor^ 
Nor wrath with violent efibrt. 

I ^ , Nou^t was e'er 

So different from itfclf.— 



i;. . Can ought (b rich a crop of vices yU\d; 
Can ought to Av'rice ope (b fair a field ^ 
As baneful luft of play ? r- 

16. A flow of words into a torrent runs, 

And Eloquence oft* times o'erwfaehns her fbns. 

How fmooth, how eai^, is th'infemal road! 

Wide (bnds the gate o£jpiuto*s dire ^bodc. f, I2tf, 

17. For me not oracles, 

But certain death affiires* ■ — ^. 



And laughs at the derided trunk it kwe^ t* ^'^'^ * 



TM V-< *-. .... -1..-'.^ 



ilt4 .SfttfA tf lie IMTVIM^ 



S8* Tfif fli f— ''***^ iBJUf 1 



• • •■ 

. Vhit ftft to duldwi ^MiKi .«»f^ . 
Tlie lidMft poitkm tlMft Mbv« i. 

%idi 6am4 of ifyBdi^ Wjj^ 
"Whidi dufiitjr le^liMk 

19. "Wbae nam the <afiiiO\ upw the i|Hpiiei^.|ii|> 

TboD plt^ ud knowV iiot» TMrw^ wlitt tta fit j 

A PHoifi's ige^ or Ne/hrH wSihe ftttp 

Before tliy jndgoient fi]^ too late at lift. 

Come tbcDy bow long Cxk way'ring (hafl we lee? 

Thoamay'ftddubtob: thou now caaft notiu^g bf, 

30. Though (hew may dazzle vulgar cyti^ 
I well know what within thee lyes. 

II. An healtfa6|l pUnt, and oft an hnrtlul groitf 
l^ursM in one ibil; a nettle next a role. 

Ko happineis till death can be compleaty 

Ko lading laurels till the h|A retreat. p, ijp, 

2Z» 'Without a ^enios learning Ibars in vaio^ 
And without learning genius finks ag^in : 
Their &|ie ttoitoiy aowiiciieis!^^ ■ 



« ■ • A 
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No. 

33 . So various gueds I have to entertain, 

To pleaie each palate^ were to drive in vaiou 

24. Kone into ielfis wining to delcend. 

2^. "We have the pow'rs^ if well the pow'rs emplojr. 

2tf. Eacti mighty lord, big with a pompous name^ 
And each high hoiife of fortune and of lam^ 
With caution fly : contract thy ample fiuls^ 
And near the (bore improve the gentle galet • 



r.M . .. * i^.i.A-b,Ma^MA 
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